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K
elseyPomeroy, 35, hadbeenworking inher dream job teachinghigh school English for six yearswhenshe

had her first baby. h She was making $39,000 a year, she said, and when she returned from an unpaid

12-week maternity leave, human resources informed her that those weeks away wouldn’t count toward

her retirement pension. h In order to retire on time, she’d have to either pay the state the difference or

workanextrayear.h She realized, thenand there, thather career andmotherhoodcouldn’t coexist easily.h Pomeroy
left her dream job in 2019. h In those earlymonths being at home alone with her baby, she said, shemissedworking

and talking to people each day. h So, she picked up her phone and started making videos on TikTok. h Within a

couple of years, she’d created a new career for herself online − a job with flexibility, posting for a following of 1.3

million users across platforms. h Her incomenowsurpasses her husband’s salary. h “I remember the first time that I
earned my entire year’s teacher’s salary in a month,” she said. h Pomeroy isn’t alone. h There are thousands of

mothers like her, who are getting creative in order to earn an income and pursue their careers while parenting.

Madeline Mitchell USA TODAY

Modern
moms find
ways to
balance
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parenting

See BALANCE, Page 3C

months. What and where is true free-
dom?
Wisdom isn’t always about words.

Wise nonverbal lessons are available for
anyonewith eyes to see and ears to hear.
OneafternoonIdroveavanloadof“street
folk” (unhoused neighbors) into San
Francisco. Parking along the waterfront,
the group scattered in various directions
toenjoythebeautyofasummerweekday.
Robert, a Native American man, headed
straightforthemiddleofawideopenfield
ofgrassandlaiddowntosleep.Likemany
of our “outside congregation,”Robertwas
weary from another night seeking rest in
an alleyway, doorway or under the free-
way. Gazing across the field I saw a large,
black stretch Hummer driving down the
avenue.Startledbythecontrastofwealth
and poverty, I clicked a photo, and stood
reflecting.
Inmorerecentdays, listeningtoafrus-

tratedstoreowner complainingabout the
“bums” stealing from his store, I tried to
focusonthehumanityofpeople“havinga
difficult time.”Hewouldn’thear it.Having
some sympathy for his frustration, I
thought ofmy former congregationof the
streets, while feeling that never-ending
tensionbetweenhumancompassionand
“keeping the peace.” We could use more

wisdom.
h “The opposite of EVIL is LIVE.”Mal-

colm spoke these words to me crouched
under a freeway overpass. A quiet, gentle
poet, Malcolm became one of our “resi-
dent”philosophers.

h “Here, this drawing is for you.” The
young man handed the ink drawing on a
napkin to the seminary student walking
with me. Afterward, the student asked
mewhatkindofworkthemancoulddoto
contribute tosociety. Ipointedto thenap-
kin image of stars and planets.

h “Walk in the Light.” Frank was an-
other one of our gifted musicians. A pro-
lific songwriter, he joined the circle in the
free dining room one evening and sang
his new composition: “Walk in the Light.”
Those who spent so much time in dark
places,tryingtostayinvisible,sangalong.

h “I wish I had a job so I could take a
vacation.”Wisdom can be humorous too.
Freshout of jail – released to the streets–
Ben said this after I told him I’d been on
vacation.

h “I can only get so lost, before I find
mywaybackhere.”Mikesatdownheavily
in a chair, disheveled and discouraged.
We hadn’t seen him for a while. He felt
lost, then foundhiswayback toaplaceof
belonging.
Wisdom appears in the most unex-

pectedways.
Chris Highland is a humanist teacher

and writer, he lives in Asheville, NC. See
“Friendly Freethinker” (chighland.com)

spread the systemic sins of “legalism
and human efforts” among the people
of the church, while turning a blind eye
to the Messiah.
We need to be very cautious of the

reality of systemic sins showing up
even in our denomination and our local
church. These sins begin in our hearts
and can spread to our congregation,
becoming systemic. The sins of com-
placency, pretension, compliance and
compromise to demands of culture, be-
lieving in Jesus’ teachings, but not
changing, failure to stay in love with
Jesus are all real sins. James writes, “If
youknow todo the right thing, the good
thing, and don’t do it, it is sin.” (4:17)
These personal sins can begin to

move from the heart and into the life of
the family, a group, a church, and any
organization. Soon the group has the
same personality as the persons who
make up the group. Reinhold Niebuhr,
Lutheran pastor during Nazi Germany,
reminds us that groups tend to become
even more immoral than individuals.
We can never assume as individual

believers and as a congregation thatwe
have “arrived” at the place God intends
for us. A beautiful building with so
many opportunities is only a means to

an end—making disciples and telling
the story of love, forgiveness, and re-
pentance.
I recently re-read Martin Luther

King’s “Letter from the Birmingham
Jail.”His thoughts are worth repeating.
“Once upon a time the church was
powerful becausewewere not afraid to
suffer for what we believed, the church
was not a thermometer that recorded
the same ideas of the culture, butwas a
thermostat that transformed society,
the churcheswere persistent and faith-
ful by simply telling and living the story
of redemption.”
“Today, our voice isweakwith uncer-

tainty, so often defender of the status
quo, lookingmore andmore like the cul-
ture around us that needs to be
changed. We must re-claim the sacrifi-
cial spirit of the early church, or lose our
authenticity, our authority, our voice
and be dismissed as an irrelevant social
club.”
All because of the sin problem. Yet,

Jesus took care of this problemwith his
life, death, resurrection, and promise
of “making all things new.” Therin lies
the hope for theministries God has giv-
en each of us. Jesus is the answer to our
sin problem.
Let’s follow him in complete surren-

der!
Rev. Tim McConnell, Francis Cove

Global Methodist Church, October 3,
2026.
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