
 Jefferson & Madison 
 Religious Freedom, not Dominion

from the Virginia Statute for Religion Freedom (1786)   

“Almighty God hath created the mind free, and manifested his supreme will that 
free it shall remain by making it altogether insusceptible of restraint …”  

“The impious presumption of legislators and rulers, civil as well as 
ecclesiastical, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired men, have 

assumed dominion over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and 
modes of thinking as the only true and infallible … .”  

“Truth is great and will prevail if left to herself; that she is the proper and 
sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from the conflict unless by 

human interposition disarmed of her natural weapons, free argument and 
debate; errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely  

to contradict them.” 


