Selections from Common Sense, by “Common Sense” (1776)

“Man knows no Master save creating Heaven Or those whom choice and

common good ordain.” — Thomson.

“Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not yet
sufficiently fashionable to procure them general favor; a long habit of not
thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and
raises at first a formidable outcry in defense of custom. But the tumult soon

subsides. Time makes more converts than reason.”

“Mankind being originally equals in the order of creation, the equality could only
be destroyed by some subsequent circumstance; the distinctions of rich, and
poor, may in a great measure be accounted for, and that without having recourse
to the harsh, ill-sounding names of oppression and avarice. Oppression is often
the consequence, but seldom or never the means of riches; and though avarice
will preserve a man from being necessitously poor, it generally makes him too

timorous to be wealthy.

But there is another and greater distinction for which no truly natural or religious
reason can be assigned, and that is, the distinction of men into kings and
subjects. Male and female are the distinctions of nature, good and bad the
distinctions of heaven; but how a race of men came into the world so exalted
above the rest, and distinguished like some new species, is worth inquiring into,
and whether they are the means of happiness or of misery to mankind.

In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology, there were
no kings; the consequence of which was there were no wars; it is the pride of

kings which throw mankind into confusion.”
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“Every thing that is right or natural pleads for separation. The blood of the slain,
the weeping voice of nature cries, ‘Tis time to part. Even the distance at which
the Almighty hath placed England and America, is a strong and natural proof,

that the authority of the one, over the other, was never the design of Heaven.”

“It is repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things to all examples from
former ages, to suppose, that this continent can longer remain subject to any

external power.”

“But where says some is the King of America? I’ll tell you Friend, he reigns
above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Britain. Yet
that we may not appear to be defective even in earthly honors, let a day be
solemnly set apart for proclaiming the charter; let it be brought forth placed on
the divine law, the word of God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which the
world may know, that so far we approve of monarchy, that in America the law is
king. For as in absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries the law
ought to be King; and there ought to be no other. But lest any ill use should
afterwards arise, let the crown at the conclusion of the ceremony be

demolished, and scattered among the people whose right it is.
A government of our own is our natural right ...”

“The Almighty hath implanted in us these unextinguishable feelings for good and

wise purposes. They are the guardians of his image in our hearts.”

“O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not only the tyranny, but the
tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression.
Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and Africa, have long expelled
her — Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning to

depart. O! receive the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for mankind.”
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