
The AMERICAN CRISIS.  Selections 

No. I 

From the Pennsylvania Packet, December 27, 1776 and January 4, 1777


THESE are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it NOW, deserves the love and thanks of 
man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that 
the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: 
— ‘Tis dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its 
goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated. 
Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only to TAX) but “to 
BIND us in all cases whatsoever,” and if being bound in that manner, is not slavery, then is there not 
such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the expression is impious, for so unlimited a power can belong 
only to GOD.


Whether the Independence of the Continent was declared too soon, or delayed too long, I will not now 
enter into as an argument; my own simple opinion is, that had it been eight months earlier it would have 
been much better. We did not make a proper use of last winter, neither could we, while we were in a 
dependent state. — However, the fault, if it were one, was all our own; we have none to blame but 
ourselves (See Note). But no great deal is lost yet. All that Howe has been doing for this month past, is 
rather a ravage than a conquest, which the spirit of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly 
repulsed, and which time and a little resolution will soon recover.

Note: The present winter is worth an age, if rightly employed; but, if lost or neglected, the whole 
continent will partake of the evil; and there is no punishment that man does not deserve, be he who, or 

 of 1 4



what, or where he will, that may be the means of sacrificing a season so precious and useful. – 
COMMON SENSE


I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my secret opinion has ever been, and still is, 
that GOD Almighty will not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them unsupportedly to 
perish, who have so earnestly and so repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war by every decent 
method which wisdom could invent. Neither have I so much of the infidel in me as to suppose that he 
has relinquished the government of the world, and given us up to the care of Devils; and as I do not, I 
cannot see on what grounds the King of Britain can look up to Heaven for help against us: A common 
murderer, a highwayman, or a housebreaker, has as good a pretence as he.”


No. 2 

“If ever a nation was made and foolish, blind to its own interest and bent on its own destruction, it is 
Britain. There are such things as national sins, and though the punishment of individuals may be 
reserved to another world, national punishment can only be inflicted in this world. Britain, as a nation, is 
in my inmost belief the greatest and most ungrateful offender against GOD on the face of the whole 
earth”


I consider Independence as America’s natural right and interest, and never could see any real 
disservice it would be to Britain. If an English merchant receives an order and is paid for it, it signifies 
nothing to him who governs the country. — This is my creed of politics. If I have any where expressed 
myself overwarmly, ’tis from a fixed, immovable hatred I have, and ever had, to cruel men and cruel 
measures. I have likewise an aversion to monarchy, as being too debasing to the dignity of man; but I 
never troubled others with my notions till very lately, nor ever published a syllable in England in my life. 
What I write is pure nature, and my pen and my soul have ever gone together. My writings I have always 
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given away, reserving only the expence of printing and paper, and sometimes not even that. I never 
courted either fame or interest, and my manner of life, to those who know it, will justify what I say. My 
study is to be useful, and if your Lordship loves mankind as well as I do, you would, seeing you cannot 
conquer us, cast about and lend your hand towards accomplishing a peace. Our Independence, with 
GOD’s blessing, we will maintain against all the world; but as we wish to avoid evil ourselves, we wish 
not to inflict it on others. I am never over-inquisitive into the secrets of the Cabinet, but I have some 
notion, that if you neglect the present opportunity, it will not be in our power to make a separate peace 
with you afterwards; for whatever treaties or alliances we form, we shall most faithfully abide by; 
wherefore you may be deceived if you think you can make it with us at any time. A lasting independent 
peace is my wish, end and aim; and to accomplish that, “I pray God the Americans may never be 
defeated, and I trust while they have good officers, and are well commanded, and willing to be 
commanded, *that they NEVER WILL.”


COMMON SENSE. 


The Last CRISIS, No. 13. 

From the Pennsylvania Packet, April 19, 1783


“THE times that tried mens souls,” (1) are over — and the greatest and compleatest revolution the 
world ever knew is gloriously and happily accomplished.”


“To see it in our power to make a world happy — to teach mankind the art of being so — to exhibit, on 
the theatre of the universe a character hitherto unknown — and to have, as it were, a new creation 
entrusted to our hands, are honors that command reflection, and can neither be too highly estimated, 
nor too gratefully received.”
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“It was the cause of America that made me an author. The force with which it struck my mind and the 
dangerous condition the country appeared to me in, by courting an impossible and an unnatural 
reconciliation with those who were determined to reduce her, instead of striking out into the only line 
that could cement and save her, A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, made it impossible for me, 
feeling as I did, to be silent: and if, in the course of more than seven years, I have rendered her any 
service, I have likewise added something to the reputation of literature, by freely and disinterestedly 
employing it in the great cause of mankind, and shewing that there may be genius without prostitution.

Independence always appeared to me practicable and probable, provided the sentiment of the country 
could be formed and held to the object: and there is no instance in the world, where a people so 
extended, and wedded to former habits of thinking, and under such a variety of circumstances, were so 
instantly and effectually pervaded, by a turn in politics, as in the case of independence, and who 
supported their opinion, undiminished, through such a succession of good and ill fortune, till they 
crowned it with success.


But as the scenes of war are closed, and every man preparing for home and happier times, I therefore 
take my leave of the subject. I have most sincerely followed it from beginning to end, and through all its 
turns and windings: and whatever country I may hereafter be in, I shall always feel an honest pride at 
the part I have taken and acted, and a gratitude to Nature and Providence for putting it in my power to 
be of some use to mankind.”


COMMON SENSE.
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