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t’s nosecret:Costsona familyvacationcanquicklyaddup.

Even the most budget-friendly family vacations can put a

dent in your wallet. So when you can save somemoney on

necessities, that’s always a good thing, especially when it

frees up cash for some of the fun extras. If you’re planning

spring break or summer vacations or just looking for aweekend

getaway, take note of these hotel deals and promotions where

kids stay and eat for free. See PROMOTIONS, Page 3C

SAVE
MORE
during stay

Hotels, resorts offer promotions that
allow free lodging and food for children

Beth Luberecki FamilyVacationist.com
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It seems a good time to revisit the
concept of heresy and the often accusa-
tory word, “heretic.”

(“Heretic!” is often used like a weap-
on). I raise the subject because I was
called a heretic twice this week, in re-
sponse to my writings.

In reply to one apparently upset
reader, I wrote: “I have always consid-
ered it a compliment to be called a here-
tic. Jesus himself was a heretic. The
word comes fromaGreekwordmeaning
“able to choose.” One definition of here-
tic is: “a person holding an opinion at
odds with what is generally accepted.”
I’ll proudly stand with those who make
rational choices aboutwhat tobelieveor

not believe, and with those who hold
unpopular opinions.”

In the exchange with another agitat-
ed reader, I replied: “Technically, I’mnot
a “heretic,” since I am no longer a Chris-
tian. It would be more accurate to say I
am an “infidel” or “apostate.” This per-
son had written to accuse me of “doing
thedevil’swork.”Witha touchofhumor,
I replied: “I’m not sure the devil would
like the fact that I write so much about
religion, faith and God. For what it’s
worth, I have many friends and family
who are very good Christians.”

Then the same reader “invited”me to
“repent.”Repentance is another of those
ancient terms that should be reconsid-
ered. In the Bible, to repent literally
means to “change one’s mind,” to turn
from a life of sin (separation from God)
to a faithful life united with God. As the
dictionary definition states, to repent
means to: “feel or express sincere regret
or remorse about one’s wrongdoing or

sin.” There are many assumptions here.
What if you don’t believe in “sin”?What
if youdon’t believe inGod, or at least the
Godof theBible?What if youdon’t think
you’ve done anything so bad to separate
you from God, or set yourself up for di-
vine punishment?

There are many assumptions behind
these judgments and finger-pointing.
One assumption is that a person who
chooses to express an unusual view-
point is somehow a lost sinner who
needs to “turn back” to ... the “correct
faith.” As I see it, Jesus was indeed a
heretic in the Jewish tradition. He
pushed, and perhaps broke, the bound-
aries of orthodox faith.Muhammadwas
a heretic in his tribal tradition. Buddha
was a heretic in his Hindu tradition.
Martin Luther was a heretic in his
Catholic tradition. Baruch Spinoza was
a heretic in his Jewish faith. Thomas
Paine was a heretic in his Quaker tradi-
tion. And on and on. Therefore, we

might consider being called a heretic—
accused of heresy—a badge of honor, to
stand beside all these innovative think-
ers who broke with tradition in various
ways. They challenged “correct”ways of
believing and practicing faith.

Throughout Christian history, too
many have suffered and died for ex-
pressing views judged heretical by the
standards as interpreted by religious
authorities.

We might bear in mind that Jesus
spent a great deal of timeandenergy ex-
posing the hypocrisy of respected reli-
gious teachers. So why is it people be-
come so agitated by those of us who
question or critique “the faith”? I sup-
pose the answer is in the question.
What is “the faith”? Not surprisingly:
Faith is faith as they define it. And, of
course, God is the God they believe in.
TheBible is the book as they interpret it.

Heresy, heretics and wise choices in beliefs
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3C
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pools, kids and teen clubs, a spa with a
relaxing hydrotherapy circuit, and five
dining options that include an excellent
Asian show kitchen.
The new Zemi Miches Punta Cana

All-InclusiveResort, Curio Collection by
Hilton offers a water park, kids club,
state-of-the-art fitness center and juice
bar, and a prime location in an up-and-
coming region of the Dominican Repub-
lic.
HiltonTulumRivieraMayaAll-Inclu-

sive Resort; and Hilton Cancun, an All-
InclusiveResort arealsoparticipating in
the promotion.

Mohonk Mountain House

Mohonk Mountain House – located
in New York State – offers a kids stay
and eat free deal at different points
throughout the year, but you have to
pickup thephone toget it.Dial 855-883-

Holiday Inn properties

Kids stayandeat freeatHoliday Inn,
Holiday InnSelect, andHoliday InnRe-
sort hotels around the world. Here’s
how it works: Up to two children ages
18 and under stay free with up to two
adults at hotel properties in the Amer-
icas. Kids ages 11 and under eat free
when ordering from the kids’ menu at
hotel restaurants. The offer is available
for up to two children per parent, per
meal, and adults must order a main
course from the menu. The deal is also
available at Holiday Inn properties in
Europe andAsia,with slightly different
age ranges.
In the U.S., there’s a Holiday Inn

property for every kind of family vaca-
tion. If you’re heading to a national
park, consider properties like Holiday
Inn La Verkin-Zion Park and Holiday
Inn Estes Park. If you’re celebrating
America’s 250th birthday or just a fan
ofU.S. history,Holiday InnCharleston-
Riverview and Holiday Inn Washing-
ton Capitol-National Mall are good op-
tions.

Hilton All-Inclusive Resorts

Book by March 31, 2026, to take ad-
vantage of Hilton’s Kids & Teens Stay
Free promotion at select all-inclusive
resorts.
The deal includes free stays and

meals for up to two kids or teens (ages
17 and under) per room, with a mini-
mum three-night stay for travel be-
tween April 15 and Oct. 31, 2026.
Participating properties include the

beachfront Hilton Cancun Mar Caribe
All-Inclusive Resort, with multiple

3798 for the call-only special,where one
child ages four to 12 stays and eats free
perpayingadult,with a limit of twochil-
dren per room. The deal is available this
year at the Hudson Valley resort for
stays March 27 to April 11, and midweek
during the summer, with a two-night
minimum.

Alexandra Resort and
Blue Haven Resort

Kids 12 and under always stay, eat,
andplay for free at these sister all-inclu-
sive properties in Turks and Caicos. Al-
exandraResort sits right along thewhite
sands of Providenciales’ famed Grace
Bay and offers included amenities like a
water trampoline, snorkeling gear, kay-
aks, and paddleboards. Blue Haven Re-
sort boasts a private beach and its own
watersports amenities. Guests have ac-
cess to all of the restaurants and ameni-

ties at both resorts, and a complimen-
tary shuttle runs between the two prop-
erties.

Conrad Punta de Mita

Two miles of beach, pools and a wa-
terslide, andagame roomareamong the
family-friendly amenities at Conrad
Punta de Mita. And when families stay
at this resort located along Mexico’s Ri-
viera Nayarit, children under 12 eat free
at its restaurantswhen accompanied by
an adult ordering a regular entrée.
(Note: The benefit does not apply to
room service.)
Kids also enjoy complimentary ac-

cess to the Turi Kids Club,which hosts a
variety of daily activities for young
guests ages four to 12.

The Brando

Located on the atoll of Tetiaroa in
French Polynesia, The Brando resort is
the stuff vacation dreams are made of.
Think days spent swimming, snorkel-
ing, paddling, and learning about Poly-
nesian nature and culture. It’s definitely
not a budget-friendly getaway, but it be-
comes a little easier on the budget with
the resort’s kids fly, stay, and eat free of-
fer. For travel dates from now to March
31, 2028, children under 12 enjoy com-
plimentary flights to Tetiaroa, villa ac-
commodations, daily dining, and resort
activities when traveling with their par-
ents.
Kids stay and eat for free at these

family hotels and resorts around the
world originally appeared onFamilyVa-
cationist.com.
The views and opinions expressed in

this column are the author’s and do not
necessarily reflect those of USA TODAY.
FamilyVacationist.comandTourScoop-
.com are owned and operated by Vaca-
tionist Media LLC.

Promotions
Continued from Page 1C

You will want to jump on Mohonk Mountain House’s kids stay and eat free deal.
PROVIDED BY MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING CONCRETE LIFTING

FOUNDATION REPAIR CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

FREE INSPECTION

*Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection.
Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details.
Promo valid through . For state licenses visit Groundworks.com/licensing

828-407-1271
03/31/2026

And so forth.
Those of us who are rather comfort-

able with the “heretic” label, are not
afraid of engaging “true believers” since
we seek to unpack the claims they
make: “The Bible says...” “Jesus said...”

“God wants you to...” All of these state-
ments leave wide open the opportunity
to questionwhypeople believe oneview
and judge all the rest heretical. Onema-
jor problem that arises through history
iswhathappens toheretics?Howdo the
powerful “defenders of the faith” re-
spond to anyone challenging their au-
thority or questioning their traditions?
We have seen threats or actual violence
in the effort to silence perceived heresy.

Again and again, many resist learning
the lesson: you cannot shut down an-
other person’s rational ability to make
wise choices, or silence them from
speaking with a free conscience.
Heretics and their heresies have the

infuriating habit of resurrecting, em-
bodied in new people, new minds. It’s
almost humorous to watch the extent
the powerful will go to in their feeble at-
tempts to damn those who are “able to

choose” liberating ways of thinking and
believing.Onegeneration’s heresies can
generate the next generation’s fresh
heresy. I don’t think it’s an exaggeration
to say the history of religion can be un-
derstood as a struggle between her-
esies.
Though heretics can be disruptive,

and some see them as dangerous, we
need heretics.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C
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