Agrarian Justice
Being a Plan for
Meliorating the Condition of Man
By Creating in every Nation,
A National Fund
(1796)

“In advocating the case of the persons thus dispossessed, it is a right, and not a charity, that I am pleading
for. But it is that kind of right which, being neglected at first, could not be brought forward afterwards till
heaven had opened the way by a revolution in the system of government. Let us then do honor to
revolutions by justice, and give currency to their principles by blessings. Having thus in a few words,
opened the merits of the case, | shall now proceed to the plan | have to propose.”

“To create a national fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person, when arrived at the age of
twenty-one years, the sum of fifteen pounds sterling, as a compensation in part, for the loss of his or her
natural inheritance, by the introduction of the system of landed property: And also, the sum of ten pounds
per annum, during life, to every person now living, of the age of fifty years, and to all others as they shall
arrive at that age. Means by which the Fund is to be created | have already established the principle,
namely, that the earth, in its natural uncultivated state was, and ever would have continued to be, the
common property of the human race; that in that state, every person would have been born to property;
and that the system of landed property, by its inseparable connection with cultivation, and with what is
called civilized life, has absorbed the property of all those whom it dispossessed, without providing, as
ought to have been done, an indemnification for that loss. The fault, however, is not in the present
possessors. No complaint is tended, or ought to be alleged against them, unless they adopt the crime by
opposing justice. The fault is in the system, and it has stolen perceptibly upon the world, aided afterwards
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by the agrarian law of the sword. But the fault can be made to reform itself by successive generations; and
without diminishing or deranging the property of any of present possessors, the operation of the fund can
yet commence, and in full activity, the first year of its establishment, or soon after, as | shall show.”

“It is proposed that the payments, as already stated, be made to every person, rich or poor. It is best to make
it so, to prevent invidious distinctions. It is also right it should be so, because it is in lieu of the natural
inheritance, which, as a right, belongs to every man, over and above property he may have created, or
inherited from those who did. Such persons as do not choose to receive it can throw it into the common
fund. Taking it then for granted that no person ought to be in a worse condition when born under what is
called a state of civilization, than he would have been had he been born in a state of nature, and that
civilization ought to have made, and ought still to make, provision for that purpose, it can only be done by
subtracting from property a portion equal in value to the natural inheritance it has absorbed.”

“The plan here proposed will reach the whole. It will immediately relieve and take out of view three classes
of wretchedness-the blind, the lame, and the aged poor; and it will furnish the rising generation with means
to prevent their becoming poor; and it will do this without deranging or interfering with any national
measures. To show that this will be the case, it is sufficient to observe that the operation and effect of the
plan will, in all cases, be the same as if every individual were voluntarily to make his will and dispose of
his property in the manner here proposed. But it is justice, and not charity, that is the principle of the plan.”

“A revolution in the state of civilization is the necessary companion of revolutions in the system of

government. If a revolution in any country be from bad to good, or from good to bad, the state of what is
called civilization in that country, must be made conformable thereto, to giveth at revolution effect.”
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“It is not charity but a right, not bounty but justice, that | am pleading for. The present state of civilization is
as odious as it is unjust. It is absolutely the opposite of what it should be, and it is necessary that a
revolution should be made in it. The contrast of affluence and wretchedness continually meeting and
offending the eye, is like dead and living bodies chained together. Though I care as little about riches as any
man, | am a friend to riches because they are capable of good. | care not how affluent some may be,
provided that none be miserable in consequence of it. But it is impossible to enjoy affluence with the
felicity it is capable of being enjoyed, while so much misery is mingled in the scene. The sight of the
misery, and the unpleasant sensations it suggests, which, though they may be suffocated cannot be
extinguished, are a greater drawback upon the felicity of affluence than the proposed ten per cent upon
property is worth. He that would not give the one to get rid of the other has no charity, even for himself.”
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