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Hilton Cancun, an All-Inclusive Resort

Cancun, Mexico
Families with kids who are 10 and older can book a

swim-up room at Hilton Cancun, an All-Inclusive Re-
sort. The stylish roomsprovide access to the pool from
the lanai, making it easy to take a swim anytime you
want.Otherpool optionsat the resort include theFam-
ily Pool & Splash Playground, and a kids club and teen
zone offer fun hangout spots tailored to each age
group.
Dining choices include restaurants serving Mexi-

can cuisine and wood-fired pizzas, and the kids are
sure to love the resort’s ice cream and churro shop.
Craft sessions and evening entertainment shine a
spotlight on Mexican culture.

Dreams Bahia Mita Surf & Spa Resort

Riviera Nayarit, Mexico
All the suites at Dreams Bahia Mita Surf & Spa Re-

sort offer private terraces or balconies, fully stocked
mini-bars, and 24-hour room service. But opting for
one of the resort’s swim-up suites adds even more to
the experience.
When the kids are looking for action beyond the

room, head to the golden sand beach for some kayak-
ing or surfing, or take a dip in one of the main pools at
this all-inclusive resort. The Explorer’s Club and Core
Zone Teens Club are ready to entertain the kiddos.

Nickelodeon Hotels & Resorts Riviera Maya

Riviera Maya, Mexico
At Nickelodeon Hotels & Resorts Riviera Maya, a

swim-up room isn’t just an option—it’s a guarantee.
All 280 suites at this all-inclusive resort are swim-up
suites designed to offer plenty of space for families of
up to five. And if access to a pool right outside your
room isn’t enough, the resort is also home to the six-
acre AquaNick water park with more than 20 water-
slides and two lazy rivers.
That’s just the beginning of the Nickelodeon-

themed funyou canhavehere,which also includes op-
portunities for family slimings, live actiongameshows
and performances, andmeet-and-greets with favorite
characters like SpongeBob SquarePants, Dora the Ex-
plorer, and the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

Lopesan Costa Bávaro Resort, Spa & Casino

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
Check in to one of the swim-up suites at Lopesan

Costa Bávaro Resort, Spa&Casino and youwon’t need
to go far tomakea splash. In fact, thewater is just a few
steps down from your lanai. Of course, it would be a
mistake tomiss out on the rest of the expansive Punta
Cana resort,which includes a total of seven freshwater
pools, kids and teen clubs, and the16,000-square-foot
Splash Island water park.
Enjoy the sunat thewhite-sandbeach, thenhead to

the resort’s downtown plaza (called The Boulevard) at
night, where you’ll find a bowling alley, arcade, escape
room, and a selection of restaurants and bars.

Bahia Principe Luxury Esmeralda

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
Fresh off a $35-million renovation, Bahia Principe

Luxury Esmeralda boasts premium deluxe swim-up
suites that feature canopy beds and direct access to
the pool. The family-friendly beachfront all-inclusive
resort also includes a water park and kids club for
younger guests.
There’s also a spa and disco for the grownups and

seven restaurants, two pools, and access to water
sports equipment, the whole family can enjoy togeth-
er. The resort-wide refresh drew inspiration from the
Taíno, an indigenous people of the Caribbean.

Hotel Xcaret Mexico

Playa del Carmen, Mexico
It’s easy to get your feetwet froma swim-up suite at

Hotel XcaretMéxico,where eco-chic decor and terrace
hammocks set the scene for a relaxing vacation. The
all-inclusive resort offers multiple restaurants, a spa,
pools and newwaterslides, and beach access for some
family fun in the sun. A new game zone is fun for the
whole crew, and the kids club offers activities tailored
to younger guests. Plus, all Hotel XcaretMéxico guests
get access to Grupo Xcaret parks like Xplor adventure
park and the Xel-Há natural water park.

Margaritaville Island Reserve
Riviera Cancun by Karisma

Cancun, Mexico
Whenanall-inclusive resort draws inspiration from

the laidback lifestyle espoused by late singer Jimmy
Buffett, it’s not surprising for swim-up rooms to be
among the lodging choices. Swim-up suites at Marga-
ritaville Island Reserve Riviera Cancun by Karisma
make it quick and easy to go from room to pool and
feature beachy decor and amenities like in-room bars
and rainfall showerheads.
Activities and events at this Margaritaville resort

include a regular lineupof livemusic, cornhole tourna-
ments, paddleboarding competitions, and fun-filled
“flip-flop Olympics.”

BlueBay Grand Esmeralda

Playa del Carmen, Mexico
BlueBay Grand Esmeralda offers swim-up suites

perfect for special family vacations. These amazing
suites also feature two bathrooms for an even more
harmonious trip. There are lots of ways to keep the
whole crewbusy at this all-inclusive resort inMexico’s
Riviera Maya region, from a kids club and multiple
pools to tennis courts, a fitness center, and game
rooms. Dining options spotlight a range of interna-
tional cuisines, while a buffet allows picky eaters to
choose their own culinary adventure.

Royalton Bavaro

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
There are almost 200 swim-out rooms available at

Royalton Bavaro, which sits along the golden sands of
Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic. The suites of-
fer features like luxe bedding and rain showers. Opt for
a swim-out suite in the Diamond Club room category,
and you’ll enjoy extras like butler service, priority res-
ervations at specialty restaurants, and access to spe-
cial areas at the resort. The kids will love the 1,200-
foot-long lazy river, FlowRider surf simulator, and kids
and teen clubs.

Hilton Dalaman Sarigerme Resort & Spa

Mugla, Türkiye
Situated along theMediterranean Sea, Hilton Dala-

man Sarigerme Resort & Spa offers guest rooms and
suites with mountain or sea views. For a special vaca-
tion experience, opt for a swim-up suite. This family-
friendly property includes 10 pools and a private
stretchof beach. Send the little ones off for some funat
the Kidz Paradise kids club, then head to the fitness
center, play some tennis, or book a treatment at the
spa that takes inspiration from Far East and Turkish
traditions.

Top all-inclusive family resorts with swim-up
rooms and suites was first published by FamilyVaca-
tionist.com.

The views and opinions expressed in this column
are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect those of
USA TODAY. FamilyVacationist.com and TourScoop-
.com are owned and operated by Vacationist Media
LLC.
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Hilton Dalaman Sarigerme Resort & Spa makes it easy to get in the swim. HILTON

A poet friend sent me his latest collection of verse
that included these perceptive lines: “So many an-
swers we thought we knew, before we sought a wider
view. Now in daylight, or on review, they might not fit
the lines we drew, around the things we thought were
true” (“Then Again,” in “Laconic Lyric” by Jim Gron-
vold). Some thoughts seem best expressed in poetry.
Poets often saywhat needs to be said, andwhat needs
to be heard, particularly in matters of faith. Was Reli-
gion born from poetry?
Thepoet seeks “awider view. . .in daylight” to gain a

more expansive understanding beyond former lines
drawn “around the things we thought were true.”
This requires a fearless commitment to “review,” to

literally think outside the boxeswe seal andwrapwith
our settled opinions and beliefs. Do we dare question
our “answers” in the light of day – the light of reason?
Are we honest enoughwith ourselves to shift the lines
around the truths once set in stone but now appear
more elastic,moveable, changeable?Whatwe thought
was right, afinal answer, becomesaquestion-mark in-
steadof an exclamation-mark. Thoughwe’re no longer
so sure about our beliefs, we can approach them with
more humility, perhaps poetically, to accept the limits
of our knowledge.
The portion of the poem quoted above could be an

invitation to the wonder of lifelong education. The
Education Director for the Center for Inquiry in New
York is concerned that teachers present the relevance
of science and math. She tells her classes: “Scientists
donot try toprove themselves right; they try andprove
themselves wrong. When you really feel strongly
about a topic, you need to be extra aware that you will
try to prove yourself right. Without even noticing it,
you will look for evidence that proves you right and
discount any evidence that proves you wrong. Let’s
work on changing this.”Wise words. In a sense, she is
stating the poem in another way. In other words, with
other words, this educator encourages an acceptance
of beingwrong, because a recognition of error canmo-
tivate us to correct our sense of rightness (or righ-
teousness).
In my years as an Evangelical Christian, I was con-

vinced I was right. Since my faith was based on “the
truthof theBible”(as I interpreted “God’sWord”orwas
told what it meant), I could confidently claim I knew
the truth. We sang, “Jesus is the Answer” though we
weren’t old enough to face meaningful questions. It
was like a teacher givingus the answer, the solution, to
amath problem,without assigning us the task of find-
ing the solution for ourselves. Or, it was like a scientist
presenting the result of experimentswithout revealing
the careful process she took to come to that conclu-
sion.Apersonal faithhas tobeginwith takingpersonal
responsibility, responsibility to take the time to do the
hardworknecessary todiscoverwhat is true, right and
good.
What is an “answer” anyway? Is it a solution to ev-

erything in life? Is it the final answer that can never

change?Or is it something thatmakes sense tousnow,
in the present, that helps us cope with whatever life
brings, but isn’t a belief or opinion that works for us
tomorrow? After all, problems of faith aren’t like math
problems, with one correct solution arrived at by ev-
eryone. Yet, faith is indeed a problem to solve, or a
process of solving life’s challenges. And this is quite
different formany people. The joy of finding a solution
to amathproblemcomes from the step by stepwork to
achieve the goal. As I see it, faith isn’t always like that.
It has to be more organic, a living engagement with
daily life. Because of this, choosing a religious faith of-
ten seems to jump to the conclusion, the answer, the
truth, before experiencing the joy of investigation, ex-
ploration, asking serious questions, without knowing
where it will lead. We found that Jesus was “The An-
swer” before we considered whether anyone or any-
thingelsemightbe theanswerwewere seeking (andat
that early age, I’m not sure we had done any serious
searching).
Religious traditions do us a disservice when they

don’t honor the magnificence of the mind.
If there isnopoetry, there isnowonder. If there isno

commitment to the educational process, or the scien-
tific method of discovery, wonder is also absent. The
boundaries we draw around the things we think are
true – those barriers we defend so passionately –may
need to bend, or break open, to trust our ability to face
uncertainty in the light of reason.

ChrisHighlandwasaminister and interfaith chap-
lain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer and hu-
manist celebrant.His booksandblogs are presented on
“Friendly Freethinker” (chighland.com).

‘Answers we thought we knew,’ before taking a wider view

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

see the need to grow a disciple. I will need to conduct
an honest self-evaluation by asking myself some
searching questions. Is this all there is to my faith
walk? Is this all God has for me, and is this all I can be
for him? Am I satisfied with how I am living? Am I the

same person, behaving and thinking the same way as
before I met Jesus?
This is the beginning of what scripture calls “work-

ing out your own salvation.” Start spendingmore time
in prayer, meditation, and Bible study. Get serious
about learning the deeper things of God by actively
and intentionally fellowshippingwith otherChristians
who are interested in the “solid food.” It is true that as
our “spiritual diet” expands and sowill our growth as a
disciple of Jesus.

A true, vital, and strong relationshipwithGod is the
result of a “spiritual diet” that feeds the hungering and
thirsting after God’s righteousness and knowledge.
“Milk” is a good start to our faith walk, but “solid food”
will lead us toward the goal of spiritual maturity. We
should settle for nothing less.

Rev TimMcConnell, Francis Cove Global Methodist
Church

McConnell
Continued from Page 1C


