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Mass baptisms spark ‘Buckeye Revival’

The “BuckeyeRevival”caughtfireonawarmAugust
night in 2024 as hundreds gathered to listen to Ohio
State football players TreyVeyon Henderson, Emeka
Egbuka and Gee Scott Jr. share their Christian faith.
Judson Overmyer, a northwest Ohio native, made

the last-minute decision to drive to Columbus for the
event.
He heard Scott, a senior tight end, read the story of

the Prodigal Son aloud to the crowd. The Luke 15 par-
able describes the story of the child of a wealthy man
whosquandershis inheritanceanddoesn’t feelworthy
to return home.
The son is then welcomed home with open arms.
“He got towards the end, and they started the altar

call and it kind of went silent,” Overymyer said. “And
then he said, ‘It only takes one.’”
Overmyer doesn’t remember being the first to stand

up and walk to the front of the crowd. But that’s what
he did, and when he turned around, he saw dozens of
people walking up behind him. Then he was baptized.
“Itwas themost surreal feeling. The second I hit the

water and came back up, I felt weightless. Like the
feeling of all the burdens onme that felt like theywere
physically weighingme downwere taken away in that
just outward profession of my faith,” he said.

Buckeyes build ‘Jesus hype’

Led by Henderson, Scott, Egbuka, J.T. Tuimoloau
and Kamryn Babb, among others, the football team’s
spiritual movement became defined by the players
sporting T-shirts bearing the words, “JESUS WON,”
holding a moment of prayer before each game and
voicing outspokendeclarations of faith inmedia inter-
views and on social media.
“What has taken place in my life and the lives of

other people on this team– and I know I’m here to talk
about football – but it’s a true testament of the Lord
that I serve,” Scott told reporters during a January
2025 press conference.
Through the team’s 2024 national championship

run, itsmarch through the2025 regular seasonand the
first victory against Michigan since 2019, the players
created what one Columbus faith leader called “Jesus
hype.”
Even before themovement came into the public eye

at the 2024 fall kickoff, theBuckeyeRevivalwas catch-
ing fire behind the scenes: off the screens and off the
field.
Months prior toOvermyer starting the altar call and

beingbaptized, Scott baptizedhis teammates, themen
whowould later lead themovement, in front of his reli-
gious home, Gahanna’s One Church.

The reach of the ‘Buckeye Revival’

The revival that has taken over the Ohio State Uni-
versity campus has spread beyond the stadium, the
Ohio Union and the Oval.
And it extended beyond the 2024 season and into

the 2025 squad.
On Sept. 8, 2025, a panel of Buckeyes told their sto-

ries of faith and football for a crowd of nearly 2,000
people.
The Courageous Athlete, a social media account

that shares testimonies fromthe team’sChristianplay-
ers, said around 75 people were baptized that night.
At the forefront of the movement is a digital plat-

form, The Walk Foundation, led by podcaster and
Christian content creator, Kevin Walsh.
Using his personal platform of sports content and

Christianministry,Walsh and his co-host, Jacob Byrd,
began interviewing Buckeyes about their faith jour-
neys on the series, “BuckeyeRevival,”after the success
of the 2024 fall kickoff.
The Walk Foundation, or “accessthewalk,” had

more than 54,000 followers on TikTok and 43,000 fol-
lowers on Instagram as of mid-December.
Walsh said the celebrity of the athleteshelps spread

the Christian message.
“Athletes are idolized somuch that it actually points

people to what these athletes really care about and
where they’re rooted, which is in their faith in Jesus,”
Walsh said.

Influencing the next generation

Walsh has been most surprised by the athletes’
depth of faith.
“Football players or athletes get a little bit of a

stereotype that they just hit headson thefield andmay
not be so down to earth or so vulnerable. You look at
these guys and they’d be big, masculine, angry guys,
but then you see howsoft their hearts are,”Walsh said.
The vulnerability is likewise reaching younger gen-

erations, both on and off the field.
Like the Buckeyes, a group of players from Bishop

Watterson High School pray before they take the field.
Nick Nye, executive director of For Columbus – a

faith-based movement uniting the city’s Christian or-
ganizations – recounted a player’s father pointing to
the Ohio State athletes’ faith influence as the high
school team took home the state title for the second
year in a row on Dec. 5.
“Gen Z andGenAlpha are nowmore likely to attend

church more regularly than even the boomer genera-
tion, and are more interested in Christianity than Gen
X,BoomersandMillennials,”Nyesaid. “It’s kindof cre-
ating thiswave, and I think the football players are just
the spotlighted version of that.”

Finding victory in loss

Walsh and Byrd now are interviewing athletes from
universities around the country with The Walk Pod-
cast’s College Football Series.
They have talkedwith athletes fromAlabama, LSU,

Notre Dame and even Michigan. But Walsh said it all
started with the Ohio State football team.
“The catalyst has been here in Columbus. That’s

what’s been really cool. From there, it’s actually
spreading out, and other athletes are just being en-
couraged by these Ohio State guys,”Walsh said. “Then
they can build it up and feel confident doing that in
their own communities.”
The Buckeyes’ lost twice in the 2024 season: an

early conference season road game against Oregon,
and a regular season-ending heartbreaker against ar-
chrival Michigan.
The 2025 season looked different, as the Buckeyes

took down Texas in the season opener and cruised
throughBig Ten play, defeatingMichigan inAnnArbor
on Nov. 29 for the first time since 2019.
Then came the Big Ten championship game. The

No. 1 Buckeyes, favorites to win the conference title,
fell 13-10 to the Indiana University Hoosiers, in a game
with eerie similarities to last year’s Michigan loss.
While they entered the College Football Playoff as a

No. 2 seed and are still likely to contend for a national
championship, the loss to Indiana was a big blow to a
team considered the country’s best for much of the
year.
Still, in thewake of the loss, the CourageousAthlete

Instagram page shared a simple message:
“JESUS WON.”

Football
Continued from Page 1C

Ohio State tight end Gee Scott Jr. sings “Carmen Ohio” following the Buckeyes’ game against Youngstown
State at Ohio Stadium in 2023. BROOKE LAVALLEY/ COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Inhis classicpoem, “SongofMyself,”WaltWhitman
wrote: “I tramp a perpetual journey … Not I, not any
one else can travel that road for you, Youmust travel it
for yourself.” These lines I read in high school (in a po-
etry collection still on my bookshelf), planted seeds
formyownperpetual journeyon theprivateandpublic
road of faith and beyond.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus of Nazareth says: “I am

the road (path orway).” I used to knowexactlywhat he
meant– that is, Iwas sure I knew.Hesayshe’s not only
the road, but truth and life, and that no one comes to
his Father but through him (John14:6). Yet, I really had
no idea what this meant, except I was told Jesus was
the only path to God. Without him, I would be lost on
dark and dangerous pathways leading only to death.
Now I wonder, was Jesus giving us his own song of
himself?Was this apoetic expressionechoedbyWhit-
man many centuries later?
Whitman says he can’t lead anyone to where they

should go. He writes, “But each man and each woman
of you I lead upon a knoll, My left hand hooking you
round thewaist,My right hand pointing to landscapes
of continents and the public road.”This sounds honest
as well as respectful. He’s on his own life journey and
can only assist another person to get a wider view of

themany possible roads and journeys available in life.
The way is open; the choices are expansive.
If I said toyou: “I ama road,”whatwould thatmean?

Would it make any sense? Is it an invitation to live my
life insteadof your own, to gowhere I go?Wherewould
the road ofmy life,myperson, lead?Canyou “follow”a
road, like aperson, like a teacher, hoping it leadswhere
you want, or need, to go? Or, was Jesus hooking us
around the waist, leading to a hilltop, and pointing to
the higher viewpoints and public roads? Was he say-
ing, ormeaning: “Not I, not any one else can travel that
road for you, You must travel it for yourself”? This
readingmight nudge somebelievers to understand Je-
sus wasn’t merely pointing to himself, to keep the fo-
cus on him. Instead, he may have been a “pointer” like
Whitman, calling for a more down-to- earth mission :
“Follow my way of life, serving others with love and
compassion, and youwill seewhat God (or Good) real-
ly is”?
WaltWhitman continues his road analogy: “It is not

far, it iswithin reach, Perhapsyouhavebeenon it since
you were born and did not know, Perhaps it is every-
where on water and on land.” This seems to suggest a
wiser, healthier alternative to the belief in “one road.”
Maybe the journeyhasbegunandwe’renot awareof it;
maybe it’s been inside us thewhole time.We just have
to unfold the innermap, tomake reasonable decisions
about which directions to go. This will surely lead to
many serious questions. Yet, as Whitman writes sev-
eral lines later: “You are also askingmequestions and I
hear you, I answer that I cannot answer, youmust find
out for yourself.” Jesus himself didn’t answer every

question he was asked, and some of his responses
would naturally lead to more questions, though the
gospelwriters didn’t record any extendedQ andA ses-
sions.
Could the life of Jesus (andother religious teachers)

be understood as an active “pointing” rather than de-
manding a set-in-stone – or pavement – faith? Unless
we’re stuck on exclusive-sounding verses like John
14:6, we might find a more poetic, as well as practical,
meaning to something we could call a “gospel of the
road,” or a “gospel of the perpetual journey.” Once the
rough and rustic path is paved, set in concrete and
steel, the trail becomes less a personal journey, and
more someone else’s journey. This is where religious
teachings and teachers can take control anddirect – or
drive – people where they believe everyone should go,
how they should live and believe. Whitman provides
the poetic solution: Choose your road, travel it your-
self, ask questions, but don’t expect anyone can an-
swer them. Search and discover for yourself. Guides
are great, but we can’t surrender our vision, and the
responsibility to think and act wisely.
Sometimes we need to stop and ask for directions.

Yet, if the roads pointed out by Jesus and Walt were
paths crossing wide-open landscapes inviting to all,
perhaps we can travel onward and forward with curi-
ous wonder, singing our own songs of the journey.

ChrisHighlandwasaminister and interfaith chap-
lain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer and hu-
manist celebrant.His booksandblogs are presented on
“Friendly Freethinker” (chighland.com).

Song of ourselves: Roads we travel, questions we ask

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Mardi Gras is quickly approaching, and those who
celebrate should get ready for parades, king cakes and
tons of beads.
TheMardi Gras season, also referred to as Carnival,

begins12 days after Christmas on Jan. 6 and lasts until
Fat Tuesday, which falls on Feb. 17 this year.
It is a Christian holiday that dates back thousands

of years to pagan spring and fertility rites, according to
History.com. The Carnival season is predominantly
celebrated in countries with large Roman Catholic
populations,withMardi Gras being the day beforeAsh
Wednesday, whichmarks the beginning of Lent, a 40-
day period of fasting and penance before Easter Sun-
day.
The holiday traditionally offered celebrants an op-

portunity to binge on rich, fatty foods like meat, eggs,
milk, lard and cheese ahead of the fast.

Brittanica.com says the name Fat Tuesday, a direct
translation from the French name Mardi Gras, comes
from the custom of using all the fats in the home in
preparation for abstinence and fasting ahead of Lent.
The feast before fasting begins, according to dynam-
iccatholic.com, makes it easier to fully engage in Lent
and experience spiritual growth.
The traditional name is Shrove Tuesday − where

Mardi Gras an indulgence before fasting of Lent
Marina Johnson and Michelle Del Rey
USA TODAY NETWORK

See MARDI GRAS, Page 3C


