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Treating your pet like a toddler can set you
back $25 or so. An LED light-up spider cos-
tume is running about $30 online at Amazon
for the extra-large pets; less for smaller sizes.
Danna Smith, of Canton, Michigan,

dressed 3-year-old Roxie in a black-and-red
costume with a pirate’s hat that, honestly,
had a hard time staying put when she took
the poodle out to get a professionally taken
picture. The outfi�t was a hand-me-down
from her beloved dog, Sophie, who passed
away. Smith doesn’t remember what she
originally paid.
“Too bad you didn’t come last year when

Roxie was a cowgirl,” Smith told me as we
talked in theparking lot of a Premier Pet Sup-
ply in Westland, Michigan, where a Hallow-
een photo event was being held on Saturday,
Oct. 18.
Over the last fi�ve to 10 years, the Hallow-

een holiday has become more popular with
pets, saidMike Palmer, the owner of Premier
Pet Supply with 14 stores around metro De-
troit.
“It’s become a very quick close second to

Christmas,” he said. “Christmas will always
be the No. 1 holiday for pets.”

What are the hot pet
costumes this Halloween?

Pumpkins.Hotdogs. Bumblebees. Ghosts.
Superheroes. Bats. Dressing up like a dog.
Witches. Spiders. Batman. And, yes, dress-
ing up like a cat. Those are all the top cos-
tumes for pets this year, according to the Na-
tional Retail Federation.
All sorts of ideas for Halloween pet attire

are out there, including an online photo of a
dog dressed as a mop sitting in one of those
yellow janitor buckets with wheels.
One woman dressed as a witch crafted a

way for her dog to dress, covered in straw, as
a witch’s broom during the iconic Halloween
dog parade in New York City on Oct. 19.
You canfi�ndadog costume for around$20

or lesswithbathbubbleson the topandayel-
low rubber duck fl�oating in the middle.
Your dog dressed as a bathtub? OK.
At Target, I discovered a red Target

shopping cart costume for pets with
the bull’s-eye on the side for $17 – or
$12 for a Target delivery worker
costume where the pet is carrying
a box.
And yes, people dress up all

sorts of pets including guinea
pigs, rabbits, chickens, lizards,
snakes, a praying mantis, brine
shrimp, rats, and ferrets.
Bob Kaluzny, of West-

land, didn’t imagine that
his rescue labradoodle,
Toby,whoweighs about
100 pounds, would
want to wrangle into a
costume. But the lov-
able doodle looked
smart in a pur-
ple-and-orange
bandanna. He
started out as a
frisky puppy in
Ohio who needed
a new home because
he was creating too
much stress for the old-
er family dog. He found
a new home in Michi-
gan.

How are some pet
owners saving
money?

Our pets bring us a spe-
cial love and joy – OK,
maybe not every minute of
the day. But we build a

HOW PETS ARE GETTING THE HALLOWEEN
SPIRIT AND WHAT OWNERS ARE PAYING

Susan Tompor Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

A scary number – some 79% – of Halloween shoppers say they expect
higher prices specifi�cally because of tariffs, according to the National
Retail Federation. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JULIE FRADY/

USA TODAY NETWORK; GETTY IMAGES

Pawsitively spooky

LIVING

N
igel Drake loves new toys and treats, but he’s not about to don a $25 Beetlejuice dog costume, complete with a

black-and-white striped jacket and outlandish white wig, for Halloween. h My corgi once wore a bright yellow

Charlie Brown shirtwith the black zigzag at the bottom twoyears ago onOct. 31. He gave us a hard time then. Andhis

saucer eyes said it all. “Sure, you’re a nice ladywho hands out lots of treats. And I’ll do this for you. One. Time. Only.”

h I won’t risk buying an elaborate outfi�t for my dog. But others will spend nearly $1 billion overall – or some $860 million to be

moreprecise–onpet costumes thisHalloween, according to theNational Retail Federation.h About 23%of consumers surveyed

plan to dress up their pet – roughly the same percentage (24%) who plan to visit a haunted house.

See PETS, Page 3C

There’s a saying that often gets
passed around in secular circles: “With
or without religion, good people will do
good things and bad people will do bad
things. But for good people to do bad
things – that takes religion.” As with
many of these clever quips, we should
give serious thought to what truth they
may off�er, while asking hard questions
about what they may be leaving out. I
happen to think the quotemakes a good
point, yet it misses the mark about the
whole story of being human. Good peo-
ple who believe in God clearly do bad
things sometimes. But they aren’t the
only ones. So I suppose we have to ask
what “good” and “bad” means here. Are

we always good or do good things? Of
course not. And, it remains true, as I see
it, that religious beliefs can cause good-
hearted people to do wrong sometimes.
But more must be said.
Religion can, and does, cause great

harm in the world. Examples are myri-
ad. However, it also makes sense to rec-
ognize, or admit, a good person can
makeamistake in judgment, or aperson
of faith can forget to follow an ethical
teaching of their own religion. They
might mess up, then ask forgiveness or
make amends. They may learn from
their mistake and move on. There are
many secular peoplewhodo bad things,
too. They won’t have a deity to turn to,
but they can seek forgiveness from oth-
ers and learn to do better. In other
words, religion itself is not always the
primary cause for a person to do some-
thing harmful, hurtful or “bad.”Human-
ity may not be “bad-hearted,” but we
don’t always get things right.

A believer may see something “bad”
as “sin.” A sinful act is done in disobe-
dience to God and biblical instructions.
Others who don’t share those beliefs,
may determine improper actions are
just that, wrong actions, rather than a
violation of traditional teachings. A
nonbeliever doesn’t think there is any-
one above or over them, looking over
their shoulder, but they still have a con-
science. Perhaps that’s one commonde-
nominator here: anyone with a con-
science has a sense of good and bad,
right andwrong. Call thatmorals or eth-
ics (or instinct), anyone with a rational
(and conscientious) mind has the abil-
ity to choose the best actions.
This raises the question ofwhat to do

when a religious person actually does
wrong to another. The intent of the clev-
er quip written above, is to put the
blame on the religion, when there may
be other reasons, maybe several rea-
sons, the person is acting in a certain

way. I think most of the time, whether
we have a personal religious belief or
not, we have the ability, the common
sense if you will, to know when some-
thing is good or bad, right or wrong.
So, it turns out, upon refl�ection, that

the original quote passed around is in-
suffi�cient — it’s simply too simplistic to
be meaningful, and maybe not helpful
at all. Inmymind,wehave to get beyond
the judgments tossedbackand forthbe-
tween the religious and the nonreli-
gious. Blanket statements about “those
and them” does no good to anyone.
Some in the religious community may
believe atheists or agnostics have no
“moral compass,”whichmakes them in-
clined to “bad” actions. As I once be-
lieved, if you don’t believe in God and
follow “His Word,” you can never be
good enough to please Him. That belief
is not only unhelpful, but hurtful, and

Sometimes even good people do bad things
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3C
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based on ignorance. Jesus once told
someone, “No one is good except God”
(Mark 10). Though he also said, “Every
good tree bears good fruit” (Matthew 7),
so I guess “goodness” is in our life’s har-
vest.

The purpose of wrestling with plati-
tudes from whichever angle of belief, is
to ask ourselves if we’re trying to score
points against “the other side,” to make
“them” look “bad,” or if we are merely
passing along a clever meme because it
sounds good. To my way of thinking,
there are no “good people” or “bad peo-
ple.” A bad decision doesn’t make a per-
son bad. In my years as a jail chaplain, I
spentmanyhours talkingwith incarcer-

ated people, men and women accused
of criminal acts. Though many who
broke the law were “broken” people
themselves, I rarely met someone who
didn’t seem to have a conscience. I reg-
ularly heard inmates admit they made
poor judgments that got them in trou-
ble; they knew theywere facing the con-
sequences of “bad choices” and acutely
felt their responsibility. These experi-
ences underscore the fact that people I

encountered in jail were essentially
good human beings, whether religious
or nonreligious.
Maybe our own poor judgments

deem people good or bad.
Chris Highland was a minister and

interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. His books and blogs are
presented on “Friendly Freethinker”
(chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

bond over time that many who never
owned a dog or a cat or a prayingmantis
could ever comprehend.
Sure, people continue to be price

conscious when it comes to holiday
spending.
A scarynumber – some79%–ofHal-

loween shoppers say they expect higher
prices specifically because of tariffs, ac-
cording to the National Retail Federa-
tion.
Halloween spending overall is ex-

pected to hit $13.1 billion this year, ac-
cording to the National Retail Federa-
tion’s annual consumer survey con-
ducted by Prosper Insights & Analytics.
That’s up from $11.6 billion last year,

and even higher than the record $12.2

billion in Halloween sales overall that
was set in 2023. Prices on many goods,
including candy, are higher.
The survey asked 8,045 consumers

about their Halloween shopping plans.
Itwas conductedSept. 2 throughSept. 9
and has a margin of error of plus or mi-
nus 1.1 percentage points.
Palmer said higher tariffs, particular-

ly the escalating trade tensions with
China, have not driven prices on many
pet items significantly yet this year.
“So far, so good,” Palmer said in mid-

October, who admits he’s bracing for
higher prices ahead.
“A lot of ourmanufacturers, suppliers

and distributors had stockpiled and
really built up their inventories earlier
on in the yearwhen the tariff talks start-
ed,” Palmer said.
Unfortunately, he said retailers and

others will likely need to pass along
some of the higher costs to consumers

at some point. Labor costs, he said, are
40% higher than five years ago.
“We’re going to do asmuch aswe can

to keep our costs as low as possible.”
Palmer said.
On some items, like toys, Palmer

said, the retailer has seen a 2% to 5% in-
crease inprices already. Pet foodhasnot
really been affected yet, he said, but
some prices could go up because some
U.S. manufacturers outsource some in-
gredients and packaging overseas.
Makenomistake, pet owners, like ev-

eryone else, want to cut back on every-
day expenses, as their household bud-
gets are squeezed elsewhere.
“There’s been a lot of trade down,”

said Palmer.
Dog owners who had been buying

“super premium” food at $80 a bag are
now looking for a $50 or $60 bag of dog
food. And he said options exist to save
money.

Others might not be getting a new
leash or collar, or extra toys, as fre-
quently, he noted.
“Our business is not down at all, but

it has been flat,” said Palmer, who says
that’s a ‘win’ right now. Palmer is on a
board of Indie Pet, an organization for
independent and neighborhood brick
and mortar pet retailers.
Halloween festivities, though, aren’t

being canceled for our pets. Many pet
owners are not abandoning the chance
to have a little bit of fun.
Palmer’s pets – amixed breed rescue

named Frankie and a 6-pound, ball-of-
fire Yorkie named Gino – will celebrate
Halloween in their own ways.
“Gino, the little one, loves costumes.

He loves wearing clothes,” Palmer said.
He’s likely to be a firefighter this year.
“Frankie does not like wearing any-
thing, so Frankie will have a little Hal-
loween bandanna,” Palmer said.

Pets
Continued from Page 1C

You know what’s scarier than all the
Halloween and “Friday the 13th”movies
combined?
Your child the morning after Hallow-

een.
Between the lack of sleep, the desire

to eat more chocolate and the letdown
after theholiday, it’s likeyour sweetdar-
lingsremovedtheircostumesandputon
their cranky pants.
While childrenwon’t have towake up

forschool in themorning thisyear–Hal-
loween falls on a Friday–you’re going to
have to deal with your kids all day. So

here are some hints to help kids get the
rest theyneedtoavoidtheday-afterhor-
rors.
According to Nemours Kids Health,

the amount of sleep a child should get
depends on their age.
Children0-12months should get12-17

hours, including naps. Toddlers (1-2
years) need 11-14 hours, again including
naps.Preschoolersneed10-13hours,K-8
children(6-13years)need9-12hoursand
high schoolers (14-17 years) need 8-10
hours.
However, after the extreme stimula-

tion of Halloween, it’s going to be diffi-
cult togetkids intobed,despite theexer-
cise of walking during trick-or-treating.
From sugar and caffeine from chocolate

towatching spookymovies, kids tend to
getweird onHalloween night.
Eachnight.com,which publishes evi-

dence-based guides to help families
build healthy sleep routines, suggests
the following ideas.
Before going out, set a hard trick-or-

treat curfewtoget childrenhome in time
to wind down before bed. Serve a pro-
tein- and fiber-rich dinner to counteract
the sugar spikes from candy. Pack a
small candy bag to limit the volume of
candy.
After trick-or-treating, there are sev-

eral steps to take.
Set amaximumnumber for the num-

ber of pieces of candy your child can im-
mediately eat, and be careful because

chocolate does contain caffeine.
Turn screens off, and especially cut

the horror or scarymovies. Instead, give
your children a book or low-stimulation
music.Then, trytobeconsistentandfol-
low the same routine you have every
night.
For toddlers and preschoolers, par-

ents should try to keep their bedtime
within 20 to 30 minutes of the usual.
With school-age kids, aim for a bedtime
nomore than30 to45minutes later than
a regular evening, with lights out after
routine is done. For teens, set a definite
lights-out timewithout phones in bed.
After the holiday, keepbedtimes con-

sistent, try to avoid late napping and eat
a balanced breakfastwithout caffeine.

Halloween a tricky night for kids’ sleep
Greg Giesen
Delaware News Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

JoeHill doesn’thave togo far tofind the
scariest book ever: Just up a rung on his
family tree.
The bestselling horror author knows

he’sbiased,butsaysthe“correctanswer”is
still “It”byhis father, StephenKing.
“That’sthegoldstandardwhenitcomes

to scaring the pants off people. No one’s
ever going to touch that,” Hill says. “The
classics – ‘Dracula,’ ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Dr. Je-
kyll and ‘Mr.Hyde’– I love thosebooksbut
they were written in a more conservative
time.Peopledidn’tgoforthethroattheway
mydadwent for the throat in ‘It.’ ”
Plus, Hill adds, “Pennywise has joined

CountDracula and Frankenstein as one of
thegreatnightmares.Peopleare still going
to be scared of Pennywise in a hundred
years.”
Horror authors love recommending

great reads: For example, both Hill and
King have shouted out the newKeith Ros-
son book “Coffin Moon.” With Halloween
upon us, Hill, Rosson and other authors
withnewscarynovelsgiveustherundown
ontheir freaky favorites.

‘BirdBox’byJoshMalerman

“The movie adaptation was terrifying,
but the creepy atmospheric tension in the
novel is evenscarier. It’s the fearof theun-
known, of stepping out into the world,
blindfolded,withonly instinctandhope to
guideyou.”
– Scarlett Dunmore, author of “How to

Survive a Horror Movie,” a young adult
thrilleraboutafilmbuffatagirls’boarding
schoolonaremote islandwhobecomes the
primesuspectwhensomeonestartskilling
off the senior class

‘TheCall’byPeadarÓGuilín

“Thebookthatgavemenightmaresfora
weekisonethatIstill thinkaboutyearson.
Technically young adult, it’s far more
frightening than any adult book I’ve ever
read. ‘TheCall’makes ‘TheHungerGames’
looklikeapicnicinthepark.Nothingiscru-
eler than an Irish faerie (well, maybe Pea-
darÓGuilín) and these dark, twisted faer-
ies think it’s great sport to hunt teenagers
down and tear them to shreds. Plus they
lookhotwhile they’redoing it.”

– A. Rushby, author of “Slashed Beau-
ties,”agothic,historical,bodyhorrortaleof
wax female figures used by medical stu-
dents in the 1700s coming to life and seek-
ing their vengeance

‘GeekLove’byKatherineDunn

“Unlike almost anything I’ve ever read,
it’s a beautiful, stunning, grotesque book
about carnies through the lens of one un-
conventionalfamily.It’shorrifying.Thevil-
lains are utterly sincere and deranged, vi-
cious and human. Dunn’s ability to scare
thehelloutofusexistsalongsidehersharp,
musical prose. That makes it all the more
terrifying.Horror is not always clowns (al-
thoughdon’tworry,that’sheretoo),it’salso
the rot thatoozeswithinus.”
– Grace Byron, author of “Herculine,” a

sci-fi horror story about a young woman
who seeks sanctuary at an all–trans girl
commune in rural Indiana but is followed
byher literaldemons

‘TheHauntingofHillHouse’
byShirleyJackson

“Asghoststoriesgo, that’s thetextbook,
andifyouwanttotalkaboutwriting, that’s
so good. You want to copy it out by hand
justtogetthefeelofit,almostlikewhenyou
havethatfirstsipofredwineandyouwant
to inhale it and then sort of like hold it in

yourmouth....I justthinkeveryghoststory
since ‘Hill House’ has been chasing ‘Hill
House.’“
– Joe Hill, author of “King Sorrow,”

about six friends whomake a deal with a
dragon to protect themand cause decades
ofviolenceandchaos

‘Hex’byThomasOldeHeuvelt

“Her eyes are sewn shut. Her mouth,
too.Sheappearsatwill in thehomesof the
inhabitants of the town she has cursed,
standing beside their beds in the dead of
night. This witch – this secret that the
townsfolkmust protect despite the horror
she inflicts upon them – ripped me from
sleepwithoneoftheworstnightmaresI’ve
ever had, as the witch whispered words
from behind my bedroom curtains that I
didn’twant tohear.”
–NickMedina,authorof“TheWhistler,”

an Indigenous horror story about a young
ghost hunter recovering from an injury
that left him a quadriplegic who’s stalked
byamythologicalphantom

‘Let’sGet Invisible!’byR.L.Stine

“R.L.Stine’s‘Let’sGetInvisible!’isabout
akidwhofindsamirror inhisatticthatcan
turn you invisible. It’s one of the original
‘Goosebumps’;Ifirstreaditatage9.Ireread
itlastyear,thinkingitcouldn’tbeasterrify-
ing as I remembered. Ha! It was somehow
evenscarier.”
– Kristen Loesch, author of “The Hong

KongWidow,”aghoststoryaboutamassa-
cre at a haunted Hong Kong mansion in
1953thatgoesunsolveduntilthelonesurvi-
vor returnsdecades later

‘Penpal’byDathanAuerbach

“Whenayoungchildattacheshisname
andaddress toaballoonandlaunches itas
partofaschoolproject,hestarts to receive
blurryPolaroidphotosof ... himself.This is
the first in a series of mysterious and in-
creasingly frightening events that follow
himthroughhischildhood,allofitnarrated
in ‘Penpal’byhisadultselfpeeringthrough
a distorted lens of shaky, imperfect recall.
Auerbach’s book is genuinely horrifying,
resurrecting that visceral terror of ‘strang-
er-danger’mostofus learnedaskids.”
– Mark Waddell, author of “Colin Gets

Promoted and Dooms the World,” about a
low-level employeewhostrikesadealwith
a shadowy figure for a promotion and
winds up needing to save New York City
fromanancient evil

‘Rosemary’sBaby’by IraLevin

“For me, the fear doesn’t come from
jump scares or conventional horror, but
fromthewayLevinbuildsunease.Theset-
tingissuffocating,andsobelievable,thatit
unsettles long after you’ve finished read-
ing. Not to mention, the book feels even
more timely in2025.”
– BillWood, author of “Let’s Split Up,” a

comboof “Scream”and“Scooby-Doo”

‘TheRuins’byScottSmith

“Maybe the most pitch-perfect horror
novelI’veevercomeacross.Smithsuffuses
the book with a kind of clinical detach-
ment, evenas thedreadmountswitheach
page.It’srarethatIburnthroughabookina
day, but that happened with ‘The Ruins,’
and its story of a group of friends encoun-
tering a nameless horror in the Mexican
jungle isone thathasstuckwithme.”
–KeithRosson,authorof“CoffinMoon,”

aboutaVietnamvetandhis teenageniece
who embark on a bloody, cross-country
quest for vengeance on the vampire that
killedhiswife

‘Salem’sLot’byStephenKing

“I might have been too young when I
read ‘Salem’sLot’– itwas1983and Iwas12
– but during those hours I kept checking
thatthedoorstomyhousewerelockedand
the windows were latched. Maybe horror
finds a better home in a more inexperi-
enced and innocent mind, but that book
hadmefreakedout.Irereaditagainrecent-
ly and it didn’t giveme the shivers as it did
then...butthistimeIwasamazedasawrit-
er at some of the beauty of the prose, spe-
cifically a bit about midway through the
bookwhereKingdoesalittlealmostFaulk-
nerian riff on the changing of the weather
and theweightofhistory.”
– John Hornor Jacobs, author of “The

Night That Finds Us All,” a supernatural
locked-room yarn about a sailor hired to
deliveracursed100-year-oldboat fromSe-
attle toEngland

Your favorite horror author’s favorite scary book
Brian Truitt USA TODAY


