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Is it OK to say, “I Believe in Good”?
Beliefs are funny things, because

they are rarely funny. Can we have fun
with a belief? If we aren’t referring to
faith or trust in a supernatural power,
belief can simply mean an opinion or
viewpoint. Not all that simple. Yet it
might, in some cases, be enjoyable. The
more I think about my own opinions/
beliefs, the more they stir curiosity and
delight, knowing I don’t need all the an-
swers, especially since I don’t know all
the questions!
In the humanist world of secular

freethinkers, we often say “I believe in
Good.” For those of us who once said, “I
Believe in God,” it can sound strange to
speak of Good in this way. However,
aiming forGoodness isn’t sobad. In fact,
the way many people describe their
viewofGod, it’s unclearwhere theGood
part comes in. I’m left wondering, what
if we revered Good – what benefits our-
selves and others – rather than some-

thing or someone that may not be so
beneficial for every believer.
We sometimes hear the phrase:

“Good without God,” which may sound
like a slam on religious faith, but it actu-
ally conveys an important message,
that just because a person chooses not
to believe in a supernatural being, it
doesn’t mean they can’t be a good per-
son. The old equation of Religion and
Morality doesn’t hold water, even holy
water. The bias evident in claiming to be
moral because of particular beliefs/
opinions leaves out a glaring truth: lots
of people live a verymoral life without a
belief in the Christian God, or in any
God. Goodness doesn’t depend on a
faith because goodness is a free choice
like practicing a thoughtful, reasonable,
loving life. Naturally, by nature, we ei-
ther do what we know in our hearts and
minds is good for us and for others, or
we don’t act as we know we should. As
with any beliefs, it’s our choice.
Goodness, like Godness, isn’t a belief

anyway, as I understand it. It has to do
withhowweuse our opinions andview-
points, how we choose to live and what
guides our lives. Claiming that “I believe
in Good” is equivalent to saying “I be-
lieve inGod”begs the question:Howso?
Because both statements mean next to

nothing without some evidence of their
truthfulness, how they actually guide a
person’s life and living. In other words,
believing is not acting.
Now, what if a person says “I believe

in God, and I believe in Good”? Maybe
they view God as Good, while at the
same time they view Good as God. Ei-
ther way, how does it play out in daily
interactions with others? Can we ob-
serve the truth ofwhat itmeans tomake
these statements? “My God is Good,
and He demands you believe in Him”
isn’t very convincing. “My Good God
loves you, but wants you to change who
you are, orHe’ll send you toHell.”This is
not only unconvincing, it’s rather in-
sulting. A warped sense of “goodness”
can lead to a twisted sense of “godness.”
On the other hand, a clear understand-
ingofGood, asaqualityof character and
practice that makes the world better for
all, might lead to a belief in a divinity
that truly wants what’s best for every
person, regardless of belief. Inmymind,
that would be amature kind of faith po-
sition.
All this “remains in our brains” until

we sincerely reflect on “how to be good.”
Sad to say, there are those who believe
their religious opinions require them to
insist others hold the same beliefs.

What’s the good in that? If everyone be-
lieved in the same things, the same reli-
gion or anything else, what kind of
world would this be? While we’re con-
templating that image,what if everyone
believed in Good? How would that
change the world? Sounds pretty good
to me.
This thought experiment has one

more element. For many of us who ei-
ther believe inGod, Good or aGoodGod,
weget trippedupbya thought that’s not
so good: “I’m not good enough,” we say
to ourselves. We can’t seem to live up to
someone’s else’s standard of “good,” or
we don’t feelwe are pleasing theGodwe
believe in, so we’re trapped in dueling
beliefs: “God is Good, but I’m not,” or
“Good is Good, but I’m not Good.”
What’s the solution? Perhaps returning
to the heart of the matter: What does it
mean to be Good? Being around others
who appear, by their actions, to be good
people, could shine a light on our own
good nature. The more good we do, the
more we believe in goodness.
Is Goodness the Religion we most

need to practice?
Chris Highland is a teacher, writer

and humanist celebrant. His books and
blogs are presented on “Friendly Free-
thinker” (chighland.com).
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Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Christian music industry veteran
Steve Gilreath has spent the better part
of the last year rummaging through
Nashville musicians’ attics.
Gilreath, the first executive director

of the Museum of Christian and Gospel
Music, said that as he curates items for
inclusion in themuseumand theGospel
Music Hall of Fame, he has received
calls from A-list artists saying, “I really
wantyou to comeoutandgo throughmy
attic with me.”
“I feel like the gospel ‘American Pick-

ers’ guy,” Gilreath says, laughing. “The
husband or wife of the artist will say,
‘Please take it all. Please get, get rid of
everything,’ because they’ve had it for
years. I have to tell them, ‘I’m not really
here to clean out your storage area or at-
tic.’ ”
But rest assured, Gilreath’s picking

days combined with artist donations
have unearthed so many museum-wor-
thy items ranging from family Bibles to
stage instruments and iconic clothing
that is about to have a visible home for
the first time at the museum.
JackiePatillo, presidentof theGospel

Music Association and powerhouse be-
hind the establishment of the museum
said she is so excited to be able to put a
stake in the ground in Music City for
Christian and gospel music.
“It’s a really big deal,” Patillo said.

“What gets me the most excited is that
we’re not just building brick andmortar,
but we are creating an atmosphere of
hope. This isn’t just about the past. It’s
about what’s currently happening and
what the future holds.”

Decades of dreaming,
4 years of planning

The museum and hall of fame space
hasbeendecades in themaking.Dozens
of years of dreaming and at least four
years of planning, feasibility studies
and a capital campaign for the current
11,000-square-foot space in downtown
Nashville.
“It’s not big enough,” Gilreath said of

the space. “But man is it in the right
spot. We are right around the corner
from the Ryman Auditorium, the Afri-
canAmericanMusicMuseumandDolly
Parton’s SongTeller Hotel.”
This is also not your grandparents’

museum full of dusty displays and pre-
historic technology. Visitors will be wel-
comed by a coffee bar that will have live
music programming, there’s Instagram-
worthy memorabilia such as Amy
Grant’s famous leopard-print jacket, a
tunnel of gold records, the intimate 100-
seat Cal Turner Hall event and perfor-
mance space, guitars, recording con-
soles, fan letters, a prayer booth and all
sorts of interactive video and recording
stations.
One of Gilreath’s favorite things in

the museum is a viewing experience he
said he hasn’t seen anywhere else dur-
ing his visits to more than 30 other mu-
seums.
“We have these life-sized, 93-inch

tall kiosks that when you walk past
them, they start talking to you,” he said.

“I have been interviewing18 artists from
all corners of our industry talking about
their experiences thatwill bepart of this
display.”
Another museum favorite for Gil-

reath is adisplay casededicated toDolly
Parton, Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley.
“They are the only three people in the

world that are in theCountryMusicHall
of Fame, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
andGospelMusicHall of Fame,”he said.
“They represent all intersections with
the rock world, with country, with all
sorts of other people that have dipped
into our world.”
Even country music legend Alan

Jackson loaned a few special items to
the museum, including his family Bible
along with the coat, hat and guitar he
has on the cover of his “PreciousMemo-
ries” album.
“I’m still surprised that what started

out as a special gift for my Mama as a
Christmas present (the ‘Precious Mem-
ories’ album) has touched somany peo-
ple all over the world. It’s been nice to
see people enjoy that part of my life,”
Jackson told the Tennessean via email.
The museum and hall of fame will

also house the Dove Award theater. A
space where guests can watch clips of
performances from Dove Awards
throughout the show’s 59 years. Gil-
reath, who has been in the Christian
music industry fordecades, produced10
of the Dove Award shows.
“It’s just going to be magical for a lot

of people,”Gilreath said. “ It’s like sitting

on the front rowat theOpryHouse. A lot
of people who aren’t with us anymore
had some great moments on that stage,
so people can sit and watch those and
many other great Dove Award perfor-
mances.”

Displays range from
Fisk Jubilee Singers
to gospel, worship and rock

Gilreath says museum guests can
travel 150 years in 24 feet of space ex-
ploring a really small universe of Chris-
tianmusic impacting theworld.He calls
it, “A brilliant story.”
“As you walk through the museum ,

you come through worship music, then
you’re into areas that are duos, trios,
quartets, family bands, and then we get
to rock bands. We have a big glass case
with Stryper, who started the (Chris-
tian) rock scene big and bold. So we
have Michael Sweet on video handing
his original yellow and black outfit.”
Next to Stryper is For King&Country,

a much newer musical group, with a
quote saying everything they learned
about being on stage, they learned from
Stryper.
“There’s a rainbow of outfits from 10

or 12 other acts so people can see how
stage wear has changed over the years,”
he added.
Thanks to a $500,000 donation to

the museum by television’s Mark Bur-
nett and wife Roma Downey, there is
also a display commemorating the in-

tersection ofmedia andChristianmusic
highlightingmovies and TV shows such
as “The Chosen,” “Unsung Hero,” and
“Jesus Revolution.”
The newmuseum also marks a mile-

stone as it’s the first time there has ever
been real estate dedicated to the Mike
Curb GMA Gospel Music Hall of Fame,
named for the Curb Records founder.
While there is another Gospel Music

Hall of Fame in St. Louis, Mo., Gilreath
said theGospelMusicAssociation is the
sanctioning body for every genre of
Christian and gospel music including
southern gospel, Black gospel, rock, rap
and bluegrass. He said there has never
been a hall that represents all genres of
Christian and gospelmusic that is voted
on by the GMA the sanctioning body.
When asked a few months prior to

the opening where the hall of fame
memorabilia has been stored up to this
point, Gilreath joked, “Right now I feel
like most of it is in my car.”
Truthfully, for 60 years, the hall of

fame was only virtual with most of the
memorabilia stored at the Gospel Music
Association.
The Mike Curb GMA Gospel Music

Hall of Fame will honor 194 of Christian
and Gospel music’s best highlighting
the lives and legacies of those who
helped shape the genre both on stage
andoff.Thehall of famewill dateback to
1971, when initial inductees included
hymn writers Fanny Crosby and John
Newton.

What unearthed treasures to expect at
the Christian music museum in Nashville
Melonee Hurt
Nashville Tennessean
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Steve Gilreath, executive director of the Museum of Christian and Gospel Music, stands at the entrance of the
merchandise welcome center in May. The attraction opened Oct. 3.MARK ZALESKI/THE TENNESSEAN


