Selections from the Earliest Gospel: Mark

A Lamp under a Bushel Basket

He said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket
or under the bed and not on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden,
except to be disclosed; nor is anything secret, except to come to light. If
you have ears to hear, then hear!” And he said to them, “Pay attention to
what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and it
will be added to you. For to those who have, more will be given, and from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.”

(Mark 4:21-25)

The Yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod

Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread, and they had only one
loaf with them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out—
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.” They said to
one another, “It is because we have no bread.” And becoming aware of it,
Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you
still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have
eyes and fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear? And do you not
remember?

(Mark 8: 14-18))

Who Is the Greatest?

Then they came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He
sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first
must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it
among them, and taking it in his arms he said to them, “Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

(Mark 9:33-37)

Be Salty
“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

(Mark 9:50)



Jesus Blesses Little Children

“People were bringing children to him in order that he might touch them,
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was
indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not stop
them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will
never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them,
and blessed them.”

(Mark 10:13-16)

The Rich Man

“As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness. You
shall not defraud. Honor your father and mother.” ” He said to him,
“Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him,
loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving,
for he had many possessions.”

(Mark 10:17-22)

The First Commandment

“One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well he asked him, “Which
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.”

(Mark 12: 28-31)

Jesus Denounces the Bible Scholars/Theologians/Clergy

“As he taught, he said, “Beware of the [scriptures experts], who like to
walk around in long robes and to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of
appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

(Mark 12:38-40)



