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PERRY TWP. − You could call the Rev. Keith Brown, senior pastor

of Ohio’s New Way United Methodist Church, creative and an in-

novator. • When COVID-19 interrupted the church’s Christmas

festivities, New Way organized “Christmas in the Park” at Rich-

ville Park in Perry Township. The free event drew hundreds who

enjoyed an outdoor Nativity scene, petting zoo, photos with Santa,

treats and live music. • In 2022, the church added a dinner service

as a way to help people become better connected. • On March 16,

the church in Navarre, Ohio, introduced Exhale, a new worship ser-

vice for those with neurodiversity issues such as PTSD, ADHD and

social anxiety, or people who are just looking for a calmer, quieter

worship experience. • “Really, anybody’s welcome to come,” Brown

said. “But there’s more of an emphasis for those needs than in our

morning service. It’s a totally calmer environment.”

Quiet
worship

Charita M. Goshay Canton Repository | USA TODAY NETWORK

See WORSHIP, Page 3C
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Ohio church adds service
for those with neurodivergent needs 
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LIVING

This column will not please many in
either the theist or atheist worlds. In a
sense, this is Part Three of my series on
Apologetics, the tactic that attempts to
defend one faith above all faiths. Here
I’m stepping into controversial territory,
presenting a defense of faith from a
non-believer’s point of view. An impos-
sible task? I don’t “believe” so. I think
it’s time to clear the air between the
world of religious beliefs and the world
of secularism. My point is essentially
this: there is one world — it’s all we have
— so let’s make room for worldviews
that make our world a better place to live
for everyone, including believers and

non-believers. Is this possible? I think
so. In fact, I hope so — it has to be pos-
sible. We need theists as well as athe-
ists. And even if you don’t accept that or
believe that, it’s what we have. Religion
isn’t going away, and neither is the skep-
ticism of the agnostic or the outright re-
jection of religion by the atheist. The
critical question is: does one’s belief, or
non-belief, truly “make our world a bet-
ter place”?

After years of inter-religious work
among people of faith and those with-
out faith, I think it’s a needless distrac-
tion to put effort into defending one par-
ticular faith, or faith over non-faith.
Anyone has the freedom and right to se-
lect a faith of their choice and practice
one of many available faiths. In fact, I
would suggest we need the whole spec-
trum of religious beliefs, as well as the
full array of non-religious viewpoints.
The more we have to choose from, the

more we can appreciate our choices.
A valuable guideline can be found in

Thomas Jefferson’s statement: “It does
me no injury for my neighbor to say
there are twenty gods or no god.” If a
neighbor’s belief causes harm to others,
protections are in place, we have civil
authorities to respond. Otherwise, what
does it matter what someone believes
about gods? On the other hand, if a per-
son’s beliefs motivate them to be a
neighbor helping neighbors, showing
kindness and practicing justice through
compassionate actions, this benefits
the community and causes no harm. If I
believe something different but act in
similar ways toward others, this not
only doesn’t cause injury or harm, but
can potentially be an opportunity, an in-
vitation, to live and work peaceably
with my neighbor.

Isn’t this rather idealistic, at least,
not very realistic or practical? Maybe,

but what’s the alternative? People argu-
ing over beliefs and opinions, constant-
ly fighting over who is right — apologist
versus apologist. This would seem to be
harmful to everyone, injuring the whole
community. 

Naturalist and philosopher John Bur-
roughs described religion as “an emo-
tion, an inspiration, a feeling of the Infi-
nite.” The closer we are to Nature, and
our own nature, we may experience a
“faith beyond faith,” or as Burroughs
wrote: “a love, an enthusiasm, a conse-
cration to natural truth” (”Accepting the
Universe,” 1920). What we choose to be-
lieve may be very different from what
our parents and grandparents believed,
yet we can understand why they be-
lieved. Burroughs observed that parents
may have had sincere beliefs, and
though not the same as ours, we sense 

A secular defense of faith: without apologies
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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The Lenten season should give us time to look deep
inside of ourself, throwing out the things that do not
belong to a follower of Jesus. God is then anxiously
waiting to replace our old self with a new creation. We
are not so far into this year that we cannot think seri-
ously about new habits, new plans, and yes, a new and
different self.

Soon after a person makes the turn in his/her life
and becomes a disciple of Jesus, questions may begin
to surface like, “What’s next? Is there more to the faith
walk after repentance and forgiveness? What about
these unChrist-like thoughts and behaviors that I still
have? Is it possible in this life to be free from willful
sin?” 

Scripture talks about “clean hands and a pure
heart,” “be holy, for I am holy,” and “present ourselves a
living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God.” Jesus
prays in John 17:17 that his disciples and we might be
sanctified. And Paul urges us in Colossians 3 toward a

“next step,” a radical and total surrender to God.
Many of us try to take that “next step” on our own,

trying our best to “self-rehabilitate” our old self and
change our lives with good intentions. However, we
find in Romans 6:6 Paul referring to a “spiritual” cruci-
fixion. If we know anything about physical crucifixion,
we can just imagine that carried over into the spiritual,
crucifixion will also be unpleasant and maybe even
painful.

Paul writes “…the person who we used to be was
crucified with Christ in order to get rid of the corpse
that had been controlled by sin. That way we wouldn’t
be slaves to sin anymore…” (Common English Bible)
Paul also says that with the death of our selves comes
the resurrection of a new person in Christ.

In “Beyond Our Selves,” Catherine Marshall de-
scribes the residue and root of sin in our lives as an
apple, which has brown spots of imperfection all
throughout the otherwise good fruit. One spot of decay
can be cut out, but another soon shows up. “Each of us
is tinctured with self-will; with self-ambitions; with
the desire to be pampered, cushioned, and admired;
with over-criticalness of everyone else and over-sen-
sitiveness about ourselves; with a drive to enlarge the
self with an accumulation of things. Thus, we try to
separate these self-centered qualities from the unself-

ish ones, however, the self keeps cropping up again
and again, tripping us every time.” Marshall concludes
that the only solution requires a …” painful handing
over to God all of our natural self to be crucified, so that
we can receive a new self, born from above, with Christ
in the center.” (p.182)

C.S. Lewis puts it this way, “Christ says, ‘Give me all.
I don’t want so much of your money and so much of
your work-I want you. I have not come to torment your
natural self, but to kill it. No half-measures are any
good…I will give you a new self instead. I will give you
myself; my own will shall become yours.” (”Beyond
Personality, The Christian Idea of God,” p. 40)

I believe that with this surrender of ourselves to be
crucified with Christ, we can experience the resurrec-
tion with Christ as a new person. Christ, through his
Holy Spirit will continue the process of pruning, sift-
ing, molding, and shaping us until we regain perfec-
tion in love toward God and toward each other; a holy
makeover.

This is the message of Lent!

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, retired Methodist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com.

Experience the resurrection with
Christ as a new person during Lent

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

March 23

Online services: Many churches have online wor-
ship services. Visit church websites for full informa-
tion.

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: 2:30 p.m.
via Zoom. Sarah McCammon, author of “The Evengel-
icals,” will talk about the growing social movement of
people leaving the church. Visit
http://EHSAsheville.org.

Hymn Sing: 5 p.m., West Canton Baptist Church, 75
Lowe St., Canton. WCBC will be joined by two other
churches.

Prayer Wall: 40-foot prayer wall open to public at
Unity of the Blue Ridge, 2041 Old Fanning Bridge Road,
Mills River. The wall offers a space for prayer and re-
flection. Part of the property’s Pathway of Peace, of-
fering 10 acres of green space and a labyrinth. Visit
www.unityblueridge.org.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11 a.m. with lo-
cations in Arden, Brevard, East Asheville, Franklin,
Hendersonville, Marion (11 a.m.), and West Asheville.
Services are streamed live on Facebook, YouTube and
live.biltmorechurch.com. The Español Campus meets
at 1:30 p.m. at the Hendersonville Campus. For more
information visit www.biltmorechurch.com.

Cathedral of All Souls: Following damage from
Tropical Storm Helene in September 2024, the congre-
gation is meeting at 9 and 11:15 a.m. Sundays at St.
George’s Episcopal Church, 1 School Road, West Ashe-
ville. Services are in person and livestreamed. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m. 208 Academy
St. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair accessible. Back
parking lot and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15
a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed, 11:15
a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday. Watch spe-
cial services and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave.
W., Hendersonville. www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. services in person and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11 a.m. Enter via

side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed on church
Facebook page and can be accessed later at www.new-
bridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist Church: 11 a.m., 364
Broadway St., Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assistance and on-site
parking. Visit https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m and 5 p.m.,
216 Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I Eucharist;
10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucharist (with choir) in person and
live stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eucharist
(with choir) in person and live stream. 60 Church St.,
downtown Asheville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30 a.m., 926
Haywood Road. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m. service, 75
Lowe St. (off Old Clyde Road), Canton. Service also on
Facebook. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

March 24

Labyrinth Walk: 7 p.m., Groce United Methodist
Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Join Chuck Hun-
ner on a journey of self reflection and meditation. Walk
can be self guided or under Chuck’s tutelage. Open to
all ages. Free. Visit www.groceumc.org.

Beer & Hymns: 7 p.m., White Horse, 105C Montreat
Road, Black Mountain. Brings people together to raise
a glass and a voice while raising funds for organiza-
tions that change the world. For this event we intro-
duce Black Mountain Presbyterian Church benefiting
MusicWorks. Suggested donation of $15. Visit
www.whitehorseblackmountain.com.

March 25

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6_15 p.m. Worship/testimony/
teaching 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship
9 p.m. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at
828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Food and supplies pantry: 3-6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

March 27

Climate Action event: 7 p.m. Thursdays through
April 10, Skyland United Methodist Church, 1984 Hen-
dersonville Road, Asheville. “Are my concerns about
climate change reflected in my actions?” Visit
www.skylandumc.com/events/climate-action-
event-3/?scd=1743638400.

March 28

The Rock Church 35th anniversary party: 6-9
p.m., 273 Monte Vista Road, Candler. Food, fellowship,

music, photo op. $35. Child care $10 per child. The final
date to purchase a ticket is Sunday, March 23. Visit
https://rockofasheville.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/2771031.

Free prom dresses, suits, accessories: 2-6 p.m.
March 28, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. March 29, 1-5 p.m. March 30
at Groce United Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. Donations accepted, volunteers welcome,
sewist needed. Visit www.groceumc.org or
www.facebook.com/promdressexchange.

March 30

Jonathan Bond concert: 10:30 a.m. during worship
service at Candler Church, 1945 Smokey Park High-
way, Candler.

“Messiah” sing-along: 3 p.m., Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 900 Blythe St., Hendersonville. Featuring
Four Seasons Chamber Orchestra, soloists from Ashe-
ville Vocal Ensemble, and opportunity for community
singers to join in. Tickets are by donation at the door or
at 4seasonsorchestra.org/donate.

“The Thorn” stage play: 1 and 7 p.m., Bon Secours
Wellness Arena, 650 N. Academy St., Greenville, S.C.
Often described as cirque meets the passion of Jesus.
Immersive show with live music, drama, aerial acts,
movement arts, modern dance and big visual effects.
Visit www.thethorn.com.

April 5

Tour of St. John Church in the Wilderness Epis-
copal Church: Tour historic church and churchyard at
11 a.m., 1895 Greenville Hwy., Flat Rock. First and third
Saturdays March-September. Free. Registration re-
quired at www.stjohnflatrock.org/tours or 
www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CAFAD2BA1F58-
tour#/.

Easter Egg Hunt: 10 a.m., North Canton Baptist
Church, 735 North Canton Road, Canton. For ages 
2-11. Eggs, candy, games, prizes, have photo 
made with Easter bunny. Register at 
https://northcantonbaptistchurch.com/easter-egg-
hunt.

April 6

Four-hand piano concert: 3 p.m., Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Free
but donations accepted. Visit www.groceumc.org.

April 10

MercyMe with special guests Zach Williams and
Sam Wesley: 7 p.m., Harrah’s Cherokee Center Ashe-
ville, 87 Haywood St. $28-$82. Visit
www.mercyme.org.

April 11

Hominy Valley A-Capella Christian Men’s Choir:
“A Musical Celebration of Yeshua” at 7 p.m., First Bap-
tist Church of Weaverville, 63 N. Main St. Donations
accepted to benefit 2026 North Buncombe Music
Scholarship. Visit
www.weavervillemusicstudyclub.org.

April 13

Spring Festival: 1-3 p.m., New Covenant Church,
767 Lee Road, Clyde. Easter egg hunts, inflatables,
food.

RELIGION CALENDAR

their pious perspectives “lifted them above them-
selves; they healed their wounds; they consoled them
for many of the failures and disappointments of this
world; they developed character; they tempered the
steel in their nature.” We can appreciate the comfort,
hope and strength, faith provided to former genera-
tions, and to many in our own time. Nevertheless, rea-
sonable concerns must be central: Is a belief truly
making the world better, and better for all? Is a faith
chosen primarily for personal satisfaction, to support

personal righteousness, or is it right — good and
healthy — for all concerned?

As John Burroughs saw it, “We accept Nature as we
find it, and do not crave the intervention of a God that
sits behind and is superior to it.” More interested in bi-
ology and zoology than theology, Burroughs chose not
to be distracted from the world’s beauty — balanced by
suffering and death — by looking out and beyond the
natural order. Yet, he understood and honored the role
religion has played and continues to play in the human
community. He knew why people, including his own
family, hold to a faith rooted in the past. He sensed an
enduring value in some of those beliefs. So, without
apology, he respected the “sentiment” of religion,
while learning to accept the world as it is, his own ex-

perience based on wonder, curiosity, reason and sci-
entific investigations in relation to the world he shared
with various species, and various human religious
perspectives. 

Perhaps the only apologetics we truly need is a de-
fense of naturally diverse and inclusive neighbor-
hoods.

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith 
chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, 
writer and humanist celebrant. Chris and his wife, 
the Rev. Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books and
blogs are presented on “Friendly Freethinker” 
(www.chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C


