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R.C. Crawford woke up one day with an idea about how to make drilling for

water cheaper in poor countries. His dream involved designing a drill that uses

a technique called reverse circulation. The method uses plastic pipes and an air

compressor, items that easily can be found in most areas. h Several months

after his dream, the Round Rock, Texas, resident started the One Million Wells

nonprofit in 2017 that is now responsible for making water available for irriga-

tion and drinking in more than 950 locations in India, Uganda, Guatemala,

Honduras, Brazil and Peru. h “I feel like it’s my calling as a Christian to help the

poor and help the needy and women and children,” said the 75-year-old

Crawford. “If somebody is thirsty, I want them to have water.” h Crawford

won a Patent for Humanity award in 2018 from the U.S. Patent and Trade-

mark office for his drill. The award honors innovators who use game-

changing technology to meet global humanitarian challenges. h But Craw-

ford said there is still much work to be done and more money to raise. He wants

his nonprofit to build 1 million wells because that is how many it will take to help

more than 2 billion people in the world without access to water. By his calcula-

tions, that would cost $4.6 billion. Crawford said a member of the nonprofit’s

board of directors also is working on raising money to build an orphanage in

Uganda and drill a well for the 80 children who will be housed there.
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A pastor in Brooklyn, New York, con-
sults with churches on how to keep their
doors open (“The Church Fixer,” NYT,
Jan. 6, 2025). She helps congregations
with gaining members (evangelism)
and increasing finances (economics).
Her work renovating her own church
has even impressed non-members:
“There are people who live down the
street who don’t go to the church who
bring us a check every year because
they see what we are doing.” The pastor
is doing all this against the tide of
church closures. She’s swimming up-
stream, but believes the Church will
survive, in some, possibly unrecogniz-

able, form. 
We often hear the lament from those

who want to hold onto the old ways:
“We’re living in a post-Christian cul-
ture.” Social scientists sometimes iden-
tify the same trend. Personally, I think
this is a good thing, but we need to de-
fine what that even means. Basically I
think it’s clear that Christianity is losing
its dominant position in our culture. On
the other hand, the privileges of power
continue to rest in predominantly
Christian hands. It can’t mean “after”
Christianity or even “after” Religion. As I
say, “Religion ye shall have with you al-
ways.” Some people are always going to
have faith, and frankly, I have no big
problem with that. Yet, I think “Post-
Christian” comes down to several im-
portant considerations: In a pluralistic
world, one religion cannot assume su-
periority; and we’re seeing new under-
standings and shapes of what “Chris-
tian” means — perhaps a better kind of

Christianity?
As the quoted article states: “Keeping

churches open today is not an easy
task.” One financial advisor to churches
and nonprofits says: “The demand is not
there…Unfortunately, this is the culture
we live in. In the post-Christian society,
fewer people are going to church, and
even the church people are going less of-
ten…There are going to be more and
more churches that face some tough de-
cisions.” The article leans into that reali-
ty: “Indeed, some researchers predict
that tens of thousands of churches will
close across the United States in the
next decade.” With hundreds of thou-
sands of faith communities, this could
be seen as a healthy move. It may seem
“unfortunate” for some (especially for
those most concerned with the fi-
nances), but “keeping churches open”
can also be an opportunity to “unlock”
re-imagined spaces. What if many of
those facilities were transformed into

new shapes of sanctuaries? 
What are some of those “tough deci-

sions” congregations need to face? Rea-
sonable responses to this must begin
with a disturbing question that has
troubled me for a long time: What is the
Church? In my Evangelical years, we
were confident the Church was the peo-
ple — “true believers” — not the build-
ing. This freed us to practice a faith as
“outsiders, like Jesus.” One of the most
difficult decisions is how to use a space
— make a space useful — as an authen-
tic sanctuary. Is this restricted to wor-
ship, to prayer, to ritual, to “religious ac-
tivity,” or can it also be for shelter, edu-
cation, child care, community events.
Many churches already do this, adapt-
ing their spaces as multi-use facilities.
But what if the center was not exclu-
sively worship but service to the com-
munity, and not merely the “faith com-

Are we already living in a post-Christian society?

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3C
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Desert Museum through
April. 

5. Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

There are already lots
of reasons to head to this
family-friendly vacation
spot in the Smoky Moun-
tains. To add to the fun,
Dolly Parton’s Dollywood
theme park will celebrate
its 40th anniversary with
a different opening cere-
mony at the beginning of

each day, a new summertime drone and fireworks
show, a refresh of the Country Fair and other special
experiences.

Country Cascades Waterpark Resort opened its
new Braxton Beaver’s Shipwreck Bay indoor water
park in November 2024 and the new WildSide adven-
ture park offers mountain biking trails, guided UTV
rides and other thrills. 

6. Space Coast, Fla.

For an out-of-this-world family vacation, head to
Florida’s Space Coast. Start by visiting the Kennedy
Space Center Visitor Complex and its new interactive
attraction The Gantry at LC-39, which will offer im-
mersive exhibits and incredible views. If there are
launches during your visit, you can watch liftoff from
multiple spots in the area. Two food halls are opening
in Cocoa Beach, where everyone in the family should
be able to find something to enjoy. Work up an appetite
by taking a kayak tour or wandering around Merritt Is-
land National Wildlife Refuge, then end the day with a
sunset boat tour.

7. Portland, Ore.

Bike trails and opportunities to get outside abound
in this Pacific Northwest city. Phase one of the James
Beard Public Market will open later in 2025, as will an

If you’re ready to start planning your family vaca-
tions for 2025, I’ve got some ideas. From major mile-
stones to new attractions and theme park thrills, here
are my picks for the best places to take the kids in the
U.S.

1. Orlando, Fla.

Sure, Orlando could make this list almost any year.
But 2025 brings the opening of a brand-new theme
park: Universal Epic Universe, featuring worlds ded-
icated to Super Nintendo, classic movie monsters,
How to Train Your Dragon’s Isle of Berk and the Harry
Potter universe’s Ministry of Magic.

The new Disney Starlight nighttime parade will de-
but and SeaWorld Orlando will unveil its new Immer-
sive Flying Experience, the world’s first fully immer-
sive Arctic flying theater. 

2. San Diego

San Diego is always a fun place to visit with kids,
and there’s even more to love in 2025. The new Jewels
of the Sea: The Jellyfish Experience opens at SeaWorld
San Diego in the spring, offering an immersive way to
learn about the fascinating creatures. Say hi to giant
pandas Yun Chuan and Xin Bao, who made their debut
at the San Diego Zoo in August 2024.

Belmont Park’s centennial celebration features
special promotions and events, the chance to win a
lifetime pass to the park and rides on the refreshed Gi-
ant Dipper, the fifth-oldest roller coaster in the coun-
try. 

3. Indianapolis

This midwestern metropolis had its best year for
tourism in its history in 2024, and that momentum will
continue in 2025. The Children’s Museum of Indian-
apolis is celebrating its 100th birthday with special ex-
hibits and a 110-foot tall Ferris wheel. Spring marks the
reopening of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Mu-
seum after an $89 million renovation, where visitors
will be able to compete in a “pit stop competition” and
get the sensation of being in an IndyCar via a simula-
tor.

An expansion of the Indianapolis Cultural Trail, a
new chimpanzee complex at the Indianapolis Zoo and
the new Riverside Adventure Park provide more op-
tions for fun. 

4. Tucson, Ariz.

This southern Arizona city is marking its 250th an-
niversary with an August festival featuring multicul-
tural performances, family crafts and live music. Tuc-
son will also celebrate 10 years as a UNESCO City of
Gastronomy; families can sample great eats on a Taco
Bike Tour with Tucson Bike Tours or the Downtown
Tucson Tour from Tucson Food Tours.

The Flandrau Science Center and Planetarium,
which celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2025, will
open a new exhibit called Universe of Science, and Di-
nos in the Desert is on view at the Arizona-Sonora

expansion and renovation of the Portland Art Mu-
seum. There’s a museum for almost every interest,
from the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry to
the World Forestry Center. A trip to the Oregon Zoo is
always a good idea and parks and playgrounds can be
found all over. And the family can have some old-fash-
ioned diversion at Oaks Park, one of the oldest contin-
ually operating amusement parks in America.

8. Raleigh, N.C.

Now’s a good time to plan a family trip to North Car-
olina’s state capital. The Gipson Play Plaza adventure
playground will open in the spring and serve as a new
entrance to Dorothea Dix Park, the city’s largest green
space that’s being turned into a destination park. At
Pullen Park, playgrounds, a carousel and train and
pedal boats will keep the kiddos entertained for hours.

Reserve a free ticket to check out the Dueling Dino-
saurs exhibit at the North Carolina Museum of Natural
Sciences, which features what’s thought to be the
world’s only complete tyrannosaur skeleton and an
open-air paleontology lab. When hunger strikes, refuel
at new restaurants like Jaguar Bolera, an “eatertain-
ment” spot that offers duckpin bowling, shuffleboard,
darts and more.

9. Mackinac Island, Mich.

Mackinac Island State Park is celebrating 150 years
of park protection with special events and exhibits.
History’s easy to find at this car-free throwback desti-
nation, whether at the circa-1887 Grand Hotel or Origi-
nal Murdick’s Fudge, which still uses the recipe from
its 1887 founding. You’ll want to take a bike ride to Arch
Rock and kayak and boat tours can help you see the
island from the water. For even more fun, time your
visit for one of the island’s beloved annual events,
which include the Lilac Festival in June, an old-fash-
ioned Fourth of July celebration and the Fudge Festival
in October.

The views and opinions expressed in this column
are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect those of
USA TODAY. 

Great places to go
in the US with kids 
Beth Luberecki FamilyVacationist.com

Mackinac Island, Michigan is a favorite summer travel destination. GETTY IMAGES

Check out the new
chimpanzee complex at
the Indianapolis Zoo.
VISIT INDY

Good news for preschoolers, parents, guardians
and lovers of all things “Ms. Rachel.” She is finally com-
ing to a streaming service near you.

Netflix announced the partnership last week, say-
ing episodes of “Ms. Rachel’s” “playful, research-
backed videos for every stage of a child’s development,
from early language skills to phonics and learning to
read” will be available to stream later this month.

Rachel Accurso, better known as “Ms. Rachel,” has
become something of a quintessential figure in chil-
dren’s media. Her free “Songs for Littles” series took off
on YouTube in 2020, amassing tens of millions of sub-
scribers that regularly tune in to each of her videos.

Accurso, who began writing the songs used in her
clips alongside Broadway director and composer hus-
band Aron Accurso, is especially popular not only for
her cheery demeanor, kind disposition, inclusivity and
signature overalls and headband look, but also for her
degrees and background in music education and early
childhood development.

In peak “Ms. Rachel” fashion, Accurso shared a
video on Instagram to make the announcement, dig-
ging in a sandbox to find the letter of the day and un-
veiling a familiar red “N.”

“Soon, you can also watch ‘Ms. Rachel’ on Netflix!
More ways to watch,” she says with a clap and enthusi-
astic thumbs up.

The first season of “Ms. Rachel” will become avail-

able on Netflix on Jan. 27. Initially, four 30 to 60-min-
ute episodes will be released worldwide for streaming
in English, with subtitles in 33 other languages. 

The episodes will be a curated compilation of some
of her favorite short-form YouTube clips. More epi-
sodes will be released later this year at a not-yet-spec-
ified date.

The “Ms. Rachel” episodes will be available to
stream on Netflix as part of a normal subscription to
the service.

Netflix subscriptions come in three tiers, a “Stan-
dard with ads” plan for $6.99 a month, a “Standard”
plan for $15.49 and a “Premium” plan for $22.99 a
month. First-time subscribers can also sign up for a
free 30-day trial.

According to Netflix, “Ms. Rachel’s” first four epi-
sodes will include the following (warning to those fa-
miliar - some of these are arguably her most epic ear-
worms):

h Learn to Talk – “What’s in the Box?” Speech and
Toddler Learning

h Baby Learning – First words, Milestones, Nursery
Rhymes, and Songs

h Learn to Read – Phonics, ABCs, and Preschool
Learning

h Hop Little Bunnies – Plus More Songs and Nurs-
ery rhymes

“Ms. Rachel” will still be available for free viewing
on her YouTube channel, Ms Rachel - Toddler Learn-
ing Videos.

‘Ms. Rachel’ will soon be streaming on Netflix 
Mary Walrath-Holdridge USA TODAY

PROVIDED BY NETFLIX 

munity”? The NYC pastor seems to understand that, to
a degree. She welcomes neighborhood participation
without requiring membership. Creative models of
“doing church” have to include fresh forms of “church
beyond church.” If some members don’t support that,
and wish to defend traditional ways, they probably
need to move on. 

I was amused to read the Brooklyn pastor “an-
nounced that when people came to church, they al-

ways had questions like, “Is the church full of hypocrit-
es?” “Yes, it is,” she answered. “And there’s always
room for one more. In fact, we’ll give you a score sheet
so that you can keep track of the sins of others.” This is
a person who understands the value of honesty, hu-
mor and humility wrapped into relevant faith.

I suggest we need a “renovation” in our thinking.
Not a new Reformation, but a radical re-think of what
church, religion, faith and God mean. We’re in a transi-
tional time of “posting.” When it comes to defending
faith, some say: “Stay at your post! Guard the gates,
and fence posts! Post your solid and secure beliefs on
social media! We can’t allow a post-Christian culture!”
What they really mean is: We’re afraid of losing our

dominance. Yet, this won’t cut it any longer. Not in a
progressing culture opening ever wider to embrace
new perspectives that potentially render the old be-
liefs obsolete.

The “fixer” in NYC has no sacred post to defend.
More people need to refurbish their head space and
sanctuary space. What posts may be ahead to build
something better, more welcoming, more inclusive?

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith 
chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, 
writer and humanist celebrant. Chris and his wife, 
the Rev. Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books and
blogs are presented on “Friendly Freethinker” 
(www.chighland.com).
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