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NOTRE 
DAME

RISES FROM THE ASHES

P
arisians navigating the narrow streets of the 4th arrondissement in recent days may have heard a familiar, yet

nearly forgotten, sound. The bells of Notre Dame Cathedral have been ringing again after nearly five years, in

preparation for the famed building’s long-awaited reopening. h Notre Dame officially reopened on Dec. 7, with a

liturgical ceremony. The following day, the cathedral hosted a public Mass, and its bells will again begin marking

the hours of daily life in the French capital. h On April 15, 2019, at about 6:50 p.m., Frédéric Lenica, the chief of staff to Paris

Mayor Anne Hidalgo, was among the first to telephone the fire department. Smoke was rising from the roof of the 850-

year-old cathedral, and Lenica could see it from Hidalgo’s office. Parisians watched from rooftops as the beloved building

burned, and they gasped when the cathedral’s spire crashed through the roof in a torrent of flames at 7:30 p.m. h Those

flames were not yet extinguished when French President Emmanuel Macron vowed to rebuild the cathedral, “bigger and

more beautiful,” calling it “part of France’s destiny.” h Finally, that process is complete. See NOTRE DAME, Page 2C

Irit Kleiman Boston University | THE CONVERSATION

After five years of
restoration, Notre-Dame

Cathedral in Paris reopened
its doors to the world in the

presence of Emmanuel
Macron and around fifty
heads of state, including

Donald Trump, invited for
the occasion. 
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LIVING

Following the destructive storm that
decimated so much of our region, the
emergency response was wonderful to
see. Neighbors helping neighbors, first
responders arriving in hard hit areas,
strangers coming to the aid of strangers,
assistance provided by county, state

and federal agencies. With hundreds of
fallen trees, we were unable to go any-
where for days until crews arrived with
chainsaws and heavy equipment. Los-
ing power, water, cell and internet was
challenging, but nothing compared to
those who lost their homes, livelihoods
or lives. Day after day we saw helicop-
ters flying search and rescue missions
or delivering supplies. Those of us who
endured Nature’s power are deeply
grateful to all who reached out to help. 

We soon became aware of local con-
gregations collecting and distributing

food, water, diapers and other necessi-
ties. We sat in long lines of cars waiting
patiently to pass an evangelical church
buzzing with activity as people crowded
into their parking lot to gather supplies.
We sat on benches outside a protestant
church, lending a hand now and then,
relieved to find cell service. Many other
congregations and non-profit agencies
were actively responding with practical
help. What we saw was humbling and
quite moving. 

I sensed that an international evan-
gelistic ministry, headquartered nearby,

would be sending their staff and volun-
teers with relief supplies throughout the
disaster zone. I’ve been aware of this
ministry for a long time, especially their
missionary outreach to poorer countries
and particular interest in proselytizing
non-Christian children. Their well-
funded work has massive resources to
provide water, generators, meals, along
with “chaplains” to offer Bibles and
prayers. Viewing a number of their
Facebook Reels, the practical service 

Storms of service and salvation in hurricane’s aftermath

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3C
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PROTECT YOUR HOME & FAMILY WITH SOLUTIONS THAT LAST A LIFETIME

Fast Estimates | Best Prices | Guaranteed Results

Foundation Repair Crawl Space Encapsulation

Mold RemovalBasement Waterproofing

*On select plans. Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. NMLS#1416362. Cannot be combined with other 
offers. New orders only. Terms & conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.

Best Prices. Best Financing Options. Guaranteed.
Call For A Free No-Obligation Quote Today!

Find Your Local Expert
828-417-3745

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER

The ‘58 Difference
If your home needs repairs, you want to know 

you’re going with the best. Best value, best 
service, best equipment and products and 
best results. That’s what you get with ‘58 

Foundations and Waterproofing. See how we 
stack up against the competition and then give 

us a call for a free estimate.

The fastest way 
to forget about it!

Radon Mitigation

HOLIDAY SAVINGS!

12% OFF*
YOUR PROJECT
*Up to 12%. Cannot be combined with other offers. New orders 
only. Terms & conditions apply. Ask your inspector for details. 
Offer expires 12/31/24.

Don’t miss your chance to save!

was evident, as well as the primary mo-
tivation: “Sharing the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Their central focus is the
salvation of souls, not merely from a
natural disaster, but from the disastrous
firestorms of hell.

In my former evangelical days, I felt
called to be a personal “witness for
Christ,” to take every opportunity to
share the gospel. Nothing was more im-
portant than telling people the “good
news,” to see each “soul” converted to
my faith. Through serious self-reflec-
tion, I came to realize my intentions may
have been good, yet not truly out of the
goodness of my heart. To me, intent
makes a world of difference. And it be-
gins with honest self-education. 

One of the first recorded teachings of
Master Kung (Confucius) was to take
pleasure in learning and then to practice
what one has learned (Analects—or
Sayings—1:1). Education is critical, but
so is putting that education to good use.
Only a few short chapters later, the Chi-
nese sage says: “The superior person
wants to be slow in word but diligent in
action.” This is followed by his famous
teaching: “What I do not want others to
do to me, I do not want to do to them”
(4:24; 5:11). Bear in mind, these words
were spoken about 500 years before the
time of Jesus. These ancient instruc-
tions, so relevant in our time, were the
basis for the practice of “humanity”
which became a fundamental philoso-
phy of Confucianism. We do good be-
cause it’s in our nature, because it is
natural (obviously an uncomfortable
thought for those who can’t let go of the
belief in “original sin”). 

Why do good things? There are many
motivations for service, not all of them
arising from the best of intentions or
reasons. In my chaplaincy work, people
would sometimes ask: Why are you
here? What do you really want? What’s
your personal agenda here? Those were
reasonable questions, and I was happy
to respond, explaining that our inter-
faith “mission” was simply to be with
people in difficult times and assist when
requested or when it seemed good and
right. No hidden agenda; no secret de-
sire to convert anyone to my beliefs or
any beliefs. We connected with each
person human to human, practicing the
fundamental way of humanism as
taught by Master Kung, Jesus of Naza-
reth and many other wise teachers.

I’m not saying these “Serve to Save”
kinds of ministries responding to hu-
man suffering are all bad. They are
clearly doing many good things. Yet,
when someone in crisis tells the evange-
lists, “It’s a miracle you’ve come to help,”
it leads me to wonder whether they say
the same thing to first responders, Na-
tional Guard soldiers or FEMA workers.
Maybe they do. When the organization
publicly proclaims “We’re here in the
Name of Jesus Christ,” and, “We’re all in
God’s hands,” it can appear to have
muddy motives. It sounds like: “If I do
something helpful for this person, may-
be they’ll listen to me preach about my
faith.” 

Hopefully we can learn to help oth-
ers, because it’s the good and right thing
to do. Period. 

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

Highland
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Asheville. “Why Heroes Don’t Change
the World” presented by David LaMotte.
View TEDx video talk from March 2024
followed by Zoom discussion with La-
Motte. Visit http://EHSAsheville.org.

Candlelight Lessons and Carols
service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. This
service takes the place of the normally
scheduled Celtic Eucharist. Lessons
and Carols services dates back to 1880,
when Truro Cathedral developed the
service to incorporate Christmas carols
into liturgy. The first celebration of Les-
sons and Carols in the U.S. was at Brown
University in Rhode Island, which insti-
tuted the service in 1916. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

Christmas concert: 5 p.m., Asbury
Memorial United Methodist Church, 171
Beaverdam Road, Asheville. Asbury
Chancel choir, brass quintet, Claire Ger-
hardt on violin and Barbara Poole on
flute. Free. Call (828) 253-0765.

Holiday concert: 4 p.m, St. James
Episcopal Church, 424 W. State St.,
Black Mountain. Holiday music in the
British-style brass band tradition. Free
but donations welcome.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11
a.m. with locations in Arden, Brevard,
East Asheville, Franklin, Henderson-
ville and West Asheville. Services are
streamed live on Facebook, YouTube
and live.biltmorechurch.com. The Es-
pañol Campus meets at 1:30 p.m. at the
Hendersonville Campus. 5 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve service at all locations; 3 and
5 p.m. at Arden campus. For more in-
formation visit
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Biltmore Church of Christ: Drive-
through of complete storm relief sup-
plies at 823 Fairview St., Asheville (be-
hind Juicy Lucy restaurant).

Cathedral of All Souls: Following
damage from Tropical Storm Helene,
the congregation is meeting at 9 and
11:15 a.m. Sundays at St. George’s Epis-
copal Church, 1 School Road, West
Asheville. Services are in person and
livestreamed. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit

www.uccasheville.org.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in

person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist
Church: 11 a.m., 364 Broadway St.,
Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assis-
tance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m., 216 Shelburne Road,
Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist; 10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucha-
rist (with choir) in person and live
stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eu-
charist (with choir) in person and live
stream. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.
Dec. 15 will feature a 5:30 p.m. Lessons
& Carols service.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service, 75 Lowe St. (off Old Clyde
Road), Canton. Service also on Face-
book. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Dec. 17

Advent Potluck Dinner Movie Se-
ries: 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Dec. 3, 10 and
17, Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Dinner followed by three-week progres-
sive viewing of movie “Whale Rider,” the
story of hope fulfilled in unexpected
ways discussed after each viewing. Call
(828) 891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221

North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6_15 p.m. Wor-
ship/testimony/teaching 7 p.m. Small
groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m.
Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jean-
ie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 18

Advent recital: Noon-12:30 p.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Music by Bill Bares, jazz
pianist and director of jazz studies at
UNC-Asheville. Free. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

Dec. 19

Quiet Christmas Service: 6 p.m.,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Specially-created for people who may
yearn for comfort, hope, support and re-
newal during the holiday season. A time
of quiet reflection, music and worship
during communion service of whole-
ness and healing. Call (828) 891-7101 or
visit www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 22

Traditional Moravian LoveFeast
and Candle Service: 11 a.m., Mills River
Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. The LoveFeast
is hallmarked by traditionally-clad peo-
ple serving coffee and LoveFeast buns to
attendees. Call (828) 891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 24

Historic Christmas Eve candlelight
service: 5 p.m. Dec. 24, Asbury Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 171 Bea-
verdam Road, Asheville. Featuring fea-
ture music from early 1800s and before.
Several members will be in period cloth-
ing. Call (828) 253-0765.

Candlelight Christmas Eve service:
6 p.m., Providence Global Methodist
Church, 364 Broadway St., Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assis-
tance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Family Christmas Eve candlelight
service: 7 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Filled with favorite Christ-
mas carols and stories, this service is
tailored for the entire family. Call (828)
891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Christmas Eve bilingual child and
family-focused worship: 10 a.m., Grace
Lutheran Church, 1245 6th Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. Blends nativity story
from books of Matthew and Luke with
Christmas carols led by organ and
praise instruments as children bring the
story to life. Holy Communion offered.

Christmas Eve traditional/candle-
light worship: 7 p.m., Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Traditional service celebrates
birth of Christ in word, music and sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. Hear Christ-
mas story, sing carols, music by Grace
choirs.

Dec. 25

Bounty of Bethlehem free commu-
nity dinner: 12:30 p.m., Salvation Army,
239 Third Ave. E., Hendersonville. Dine,
fellowship, volunteer. Donations of tur-
keys and hams accepted Dec. 19-21 and
desserts Dec. 22-25. Monetary dona-
tions can be mailed to Bounty of Bethle-
hem, PO Box 742, Horse Shoe, NC
28742. Call (828) 845-4277 or visit
www.bountyofbethlehem.org.

Christmas Day worship: 10 a.m.,
Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 6th Ave.
W., Hendersonville. Liturgy and carol-
fest service. Hear scripture readings, a
Christmas message, sing carols, cele-
brate Holy Communion.

Dec. 29

“Lessons & Laughter” service: 11
a.m., Mills River Presbyterian Church,
10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills Riv-
er. Creative liturgy interweaves joy and
playfulness with scripture readings and
song that emphasize all of creation re-
joicing. Call (828) 891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Lessons & Carols service: 10 a.m.,
Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 6th Ave.
W., Hendersonville. Reading of scrip-
ture, sing hymns, celebrate the birth of
Christ.

Calendar
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