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anywhere from Nov. 4 to Dec. 3, with
Hanukkah fixed to the evening of the
25th day of that period.

The eight-day holiday can extend
into January if it begins on Dec. 23 or
thereafter. The latest Hanukkah can
end is on Jan. 4, said Rabbi Baruch Fo-
gel, a Judaic Studies lecturer at Touro
University in Manhattan.

That Hebrew calendar is based on a
combination of lunar and solar cycles.
But the Gregorian calendar established
by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, the pri-
mary dating system used by the West-
ern world, is solar, defining one year by
the time it takes for the Earth to travel
around the sun.

The two systems don’t line up, so Ha-
nukkah drifts through the modern Gre-
gorian calendar. 

What’s a Jewish leap year? 

The Jewish calendar system is very
intricate but can be summed up with a
few rules, Fogel said. 

“Each month is either 29 or 30 days

and begins around the time of the new
moon,” he said. 

To ensure the Jewish holidays align
with their traditional seasons on the
Gregorian calendar, an additional “leap
month” is added to the Hebrew calendar
every two or three years, he said.

“A lunar year is 11 days shorter than an
average solar year. Therefore, if the first
day of Hannukah is on Dec. 25 this year,
then next year it will be on Dec. 14,
which is 11 days earlier, and the following
year it will fall on Dec. 4.”

The Jewish calendar was established
in the fourth century, and it’s not just
concerned with Hanukkah. Jewish law
requires that Passover take place during
springtime, so the occasional leap
month prevents that holiday from com-
ing during the wrong time of year as
well, Fogel said.

Another rare alignment

Consider another feast that bounces
around: Thanksgiving, which falls by

U.S. law on the fourth Thursday of No-
vember, whatever the date might be.

The rare occurrence when Thanks-
giving and Hanukkah share the same
date has been dubbed Thanksgivukkah.
That first occurred in 2013, and the Jew-
ish community marked the merger with
creative flair: turkeys stuffed with chal-
lah, latkes in cranberry sauce.

One 10-year-old New Yorker invented
a turkey-themed menorah called a “me-
nukey,” which made headlines. Macy’s
included a giant dreidel in its Thanks-
giving Day Parade, and President Ba-
rack Obama recognized Thanksgivuk-
kah at the official White House Hanuk-
kah reception.

The combination doesn’t come often:
It won’t happen again until 2070 and
2165, Fogel said.

One thing’s for sure: Hanukkah par-
ticipants will party like it’s 2025 this
season. The holiday’s last night falls on
Jan. 2 this time around, meaning any
hangover should be over in time to light
the candles.

Concurrence
Continued from Page 1C

Many of us who experienced Tropical
Storm Helene have come to know one
word very well: “turbidity.” The main
reservoir to our city water system was
too murky to be potable drinking water.
The water department was closely
watching turbidity levels. Weeks passed
before the water was clear enough. The
word “turbid” comes from a Latin word
for a “disturbance” — dis-turbid. It can
describe “cloudy, opaque, or thick with
suspended matter.” The term can also be
a description of being “confused or ob-
scure in meaning or effect.” Let’s see if
we can get a clearer view here.

When it comes to suspended matters
of faith, maybe turbidity is a word we
should consider. The sense of some-
thing being very muddy and unclear ap-
plies well to many theological notions.
In deep studies of religion and theology
in college and seminary, we students
were often swimming around in muddy
waters — we couldn’t swallow it all. Tur-
bid theology can be a thick disturbance
in the brain. After explaining some un-

explainable concept, a professor would
joke: “clear as mud?” Of course. We were
ready for the exam, maybe not for the
pulpit. 

There is no “clear and clean” defini-
tion of God, spirit or even religion itself.
Some of these things are like water —
fluid, constantly flowing and changing,
impossible to pin down, at least to the
satisfaction of a reasonable person. The
mind clouds over and confusion settles
in. I’m reminded of a verse from the an-
cient Tao: “Nothing in the world is as
soft and yielding as water, yet for dis-
solving the hard and inflexible, nothing
can surpass it” (78, Stephen Mitchell
translation). There’s a power in water
that could be compared to other forces
in Nature or, if you choose, with a super-
natural force. Either way, water helps
dissolve everything in its path, which
may include hardened beliefs. As in a
waterfall, or an ocean wave, the boul-
ders of belief are worn down by disturb-
ance, drop by drop.

Is this what Jesus meant by “living
water” (John 7)?: “On the last day of
[Sukkot, the feast of booths], the great
day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and
drink. Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water.’” In John 4,
Jesus tells the woman at the well: “If you

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” He goes on
to say: “Everyone who drinks of this wa-
ter will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks of the water that I will give him
will never be thirsty again.” Lots of tur-
bidity there. No wonder the Samaritan
woman was confused. They’re standing
at a well, a Samaritan and a Jew, and
this stranger claims he has his own per-
sonal well, a water source so abundant
and pure she never has to draw water or
be thirsty again. Obviously this analogy
is one of many intentionally muddy pas-
sages crystal clear only to willing “swal-
lowers.” Yes, water gives life, and like
the Tao — the Way or Path of knowledge
— each analogy is meant to cause a dis-
turbance. Turbidity is stirred into the
stream we are supposed to drink from.
Yet, no one can assure us cloudy water is
pure enough to drink. Sensible, scientif-
ic testing is necessary. 

During our disastrous wind and rain
storm, we learned just how much we ap-
preciate fresh, clean, clear water. When
the water was turned off and we had no
power, cell or internet connections, it
was a rapid reminder how much we de-
pend on basics such as light, communi-
cation and good water (let alone flush-
ing). Another line from the Tao seems

appropriate for those of us who had to
wait for potable water: “Do you have the
patience to wait till your mud settles
and the water is clear?” (15) This verse
appears in the context of learning from
ancient teachers; they claim to reach
depths “that cannot be known...be-
cause they are unknowable.” Clear as
mud? When it comes to spiritual teach-
ers, the Tao says we should be “open like
a valley, obscure like muddy water.” The
way through this disturbance is to ask
ourselves: “Who can be muddled, and
use clarity to gradually become lucid?”
(Charles Muller translation). As I see it,
this teaches that it’s crucial to wait for
clear water (meaningful explanations)
while actively seeking clarity. The mud
will settle; the muddledness will pass.

Carrying jugs of water for weeks, I’ve
had water on my mind every day. I re-
flect on the women in African villages
carrying water on their heads. Some-
thing to think about, through the turbid-
ity.

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on "Friendly
Freethinker" (www.chighland.com).

Turbidity in thinking and believing
Highland Views
Chris Highland
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Dec. 7

Pre-Christmas Sale: 9 a.m.-noon,
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 223
Hillside St., Asheville. Precious Mo-
ments, Cherished Teddies, Hallmark or-
naments, books, furniture and more.

“Christmas Crèches from Around
the World” nativity exhibit: Through
Dec. 15 at First Baptist Church of Ashe-
ville, 5 Oak St., downtown. Free display
of about 250 Nativity sets from more
than 70 countries. 5-8 p.m. weekdays,
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday, noon-8 p.m.
Sunday. 

Return to Bethlehem: 2-8:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 and 2-6 p.m. Dec. 8, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. Experience the marketplace
as it might have been when Jesus was
born in Bethlehem. Free. Visit
www.abccm.org.

Dec. 8

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

“A Carol to the King” Christmas
cantata: 6 p.m., Stecoah Valley Cultural
Arts Center, 121 Schoolhouse Road, Rob-
binsville. Free admission. Call (828)
479-3364 or visit
www.stecoahvalleycenter.com.

Blue Ridge Ringers handbell choir
“A Winter Journey”: 4 p.m., Lutheran
Church of the Nativity, 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden. Free but dona-
tions welcome. Visit
Facebook.com/theblueridgeringers.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11
a.m. with locations in Arden, Brevard,
East Asheville, Franklin, Henderson-
ville and West Asheville. Services are
streamed live on Facebook, YouTube
and live.biltmorechurch.com. The Es-
pañol Campus meets at 1:30 p.m. at the
Hendersonville Campus. 5 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve service at all locations; 3 and
5 p.m. at Arden campus. For more in-
formation visit

www.biltmorechurch.com.
Biltmore Church of Christ: Drive-

through of complete storm relief sup-
plies at 823 Fairview St., Asheville (be-
hind Juicy Lucy restaurant).

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-
edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.

www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist
Church: 11 a.m., 364 Broadway St.,
Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assis-
tance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m., 216 Shelburne Road,
Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist; 10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucha-
rist (with choir) in person and live
stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eu-
charist (with choir) in person and live
stream. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.
Dec. 15 will feature a 5:30 p.m. Lessons
& Carols service.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service, 75 Lowe St. (off Old Clyde
Road), Canton. Service also on Face-
book. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Dec. 10

Advent Potluck Dinner Movie Se-
ries: 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Dec. 3, 10 and
17, Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Dinner followed by three-week progres-
sive viewing of movie “Whale Rider,” the
story of hope fulfilled in unexpected
ways discussed after each viewing. Call
(828) 891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221

North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6_15 p.m. Wor-
ship/testimony/teaching 7 p.m. Small
groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m.
Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jean-
ie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 11

Advent recitals: Noon-12:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 and 18, Trinity Episcopal Church,
60 Church St., Asheville. Dec. 11: Pan
Harmonia’s flutist Kate Steinbeck and
harpist Jessica Schaeffer. Dec. 18 is Bill
Bares, jazz pianist and director of jazz
studies at UNC-Asheville. Free. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

Dec. 13

“Christmas Spectacular” concert
by The Carolina Concert Choir: 7:30
p.m. Dec. 13 and 3 p.m. Dec. 14, Grace Lu-
theran Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hen-
dersonville. $15-$25. Visit www.caroli-
naconcertchoir.org.

Dec. 14

Festival of Lessons and Carols: 6:45
p.m., Memorial Chapel at Lake Junalus-
ka in Haywood County. Traditional Eng-
lish service featuring Scripture 
readings and music. Visit
https://lakejunaluska.com/events- 
calendar/ christmas-lake-junaluska/.

“Sounds of the Season” concert: 4
p.m., Calvary Road Baptist Church, 2701
Soco Road, Maggie Valley. By donation.
Visit
www.haywoodcommunityband.com.

“Christmas Spectacular” concert
by The Carolina Concert Choir: 3 p.m.,
Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 6th Ave.
W., Hendersonville. $15-$25. Visit
www.carolinaconcertchoir.org.

Handel’s “Messiah” sing-along: 2
and 5 p.m., St. Phillip’s Episcopal 
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