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I
t was warm out as people arrived for the 10 a.m. service, the last vestiges of summer

still hanging on. h Out of sight, in the crowded vestry, the Rev. Canon Geoffrey Dibbs

stood before a walker. He was surrounded by his fellow clergy, all of them in billowing

white robes. One placed a green stole around his neck. h The organist began to play,

and the clergy procession moved down the aisle. There were hymns and prayers and read-

ings, and then it was Dibbs’ turn. h As he approached the pulpit, he felt nervous. But he didn’t

look it. As he began to speak, with no trace of a waver, he sounded like a man who had been

doing this a long, long time.

The Rev.Canon Geoffrey Dibbs relaxes after giving the sermon at Advent Episcopal Church in Sun City
West, Ariz. LANE SAINTY/THE REPUBLIC; PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KAYLA FILION/USA TODAY NETWORK; GETTY IMAGES

CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

Retired priest celebrates 100th birthday in the pulpit

Lane Sainty Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK

See CENTENNIAL, Page 3C
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LIVING

As I regularly point out, the Bible says
nothing — not a word, not a whisper.
Books don’t speak. If we choose to read
the Bible, or any book, we read, reflect
and return it to the shelf; perhaps refer-
ring to it for comfort or guidance. One
survey revealed that only 9% of Chris-
tians read the Bible every day. As one
who used to read “my Bible” devotional-
ly, I know how important it is, at least for
those whose faith depends on that
book. Yet, among those who open the
Bible daily, each Sunday or even occa-
sionally, an immediate problem arises:

What if I don’t understand what I’m
reading? The Church through the centu-
ries has a ready-made response: Don’t
worry, we have “inspired” people to tell
you what it means — theologians,
preachers, Sunday School teachers; be
assured, these “authorities” are “led by
the Spirit” and know what the words
mean. 

Here’s where the additional, more se-
rious, problem emerges: If it’s “The
Word of God,” then these professional
interpreters “know” what God thinks,
says and demands of…you, the believer.
All you need to do is believe…them.
When they tell you “what the Bible
says,” it must be just what God says to
you, for your life. See any danger with
that?

In Part One of this series, I quoted
from widely influential theologian Karl
Barth, who summarized his faith with

the old childhood Sunday School song:
“Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bi-
ble tells me so.” This personalistic sum-
mary of the Bible may have sustained
Barth through his private life of faith,
but he came to see a much more expan-
sive theology was needed. He took a
stand against the political authority of
the Nazis, and took the risk of signing
the Barmen Declaration opposing fas-
cism. However, to my knowledge he
didn’t take a stand against the religious
authority of the Church. Looking back
on my readings of Barth and other Ger-
man theologians we so admired in semi-
nary, I conclude that religious authori-
tarianism is as much a threat as any po-
litical authoritarianism. Both powers
assume to speak for God, that God is on
their side, and demand allegiance.

Many people read the Bible, listening
for the voice of God speaking to them.

As a young Evangelical and Pentecostal,
I did that all the time. God spoke to me,
or so I believed. But I didn’t really know
what I was reading because I didn’t
know who wrote the words and the lan-
guage and cultural context in which
they wrote. I didn’t know the history,
and I certainly didn’t know there were
other ancient writings, other scriptures
from other traditions, some older than
the book I revered. 

As a child, I never questioned why I
needed someone other than my parents
to watch over me. As a teen, I was com-
forted by the feeling that a strong, loving
man — like my father, but with long hair
— kept his eye on me, cared about me.
When a hip young Baptist youth pastor
hugged me, telling me he loved me, I was
confident what I read in the Bible af-

This I know, for the Bible tells me so? (Part Two)

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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Jeff Eastman invents paranormal investigative tools at his Plain Township, Ohio, home. The former mechanical
engineer and his wife, Susie, founded North Canton Paranormal Detectives, which hunts for spirits at sites in
Stark County and outside the state. ED BALINT/CANTON REPOSITORY
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For years our fall routine was to rake the leaves
in huge piles, jumping into the middle, wrestling
with each other as the leaves scattered, waiting
to be raked again! So, we raked, jumped, and
then raked again. In recent years, we have used
leaf blowers to make our piles, but we still jump,
play and start all over. Leaves can be so magical,
as well as, playful and useful.

I remember the talk I had on one occasion
with the children at church during their sermon
time about how the leaves are changing colors
and falling from the trees. Maybe that is one rea-
son we call this season fall. We mention how we
would soon be raking up those fallen leaves. Our
discussion ended with the idea that just as the
leaves fall to the ground, we can “fall” for Jesus.
Just as we “like” someone and “fall” for them or
“fall in love,” we can “fall in love” with Jesus.

Every year about this time we hear explana-
tions about why the leaves change from their
green color to the beautiful reds, yellows and or-
anges. Scientists tell us that those colors are
there all the time, but we cannot see them be-
cause they are hidden by the green. But when the
days get shorter with less sunlight and the tem-
perature begins to drop, the leaves get a message
from the tree. The message is to stop making the
green color. As the green gradually fades away,
the beautiful colors underneath begin to show
themselves for us to see. Then the tree sends an-
other message. This time the leaf is told to turn
loose from the tree and fall to the ground. In the
spring, of course, the tree gives the signal to grow
new leaves to begin the cycle all over.

As I thought about the leaves with the beauti-
ful colors hidden underneath the green, I was re-
minded of the Christian life. We have colorful
qualities, virtues and gifts sometimes hidden
underneath the green in our lives. As beautiful as
the green trees are, the green represents in our
analogy what we want to be and do in our lives,
instead of what God wants for us. The green of
our selves cover the beautiful fruit that God
wants us to display to others because they reflect
His goodness. God will send a message for us to
give up our will and what we want to do and be.
Unless we hear and obey the message, the col-
orful fruits and virtues of the true Christian will
remain covered by our own selfish will. We might
even miss the signal to turn loose and completely
“fall” for Jesus.

As we see the miracle of the beautiful leaves
this fall and as we watch them turn loose and fall
to the ground, let’s think of what may be hidden
in our lives. Do we have talents, gifts, abilities,
and virtues that God has given, but remain cov-
ered up because we have failed to respond to the
message to surrender to God? Maybe He has sent
us the signal to “fall” for Him completely. Have
we heard and obeyed?

Let’s decide that as the leaves change and fall
that we will do the same for Jesus. 

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, retired Methodist minister. Reach
him at tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com. 

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

‘Falling’
for Jesus

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Nov. 2

Día de Los Muertos: 6 p.m., Grace Lutheran Church,
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. Cross+Generational
and cross-cultural commemoration and remembrance
of loved ones who have died. Pan de muertos (bread of
the dead) and tamales, make “papel picado,” have faces
painted, altar. Visit www.gracehendersonville.com.

Nov. 3

Online services: Many churches have online wor-
ship services. Visit church websites for full information.

Evensong of Lament and Hope after Helene: 5:30
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., down-
town Asheville. A time for prayer and contemplation at
the closing of the day. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11 a.m. with loca-
tions in Arden, Brevard, East Asheville, Franklin, Hen-
dersonville and West Asheville. Services are streamed
live on Facebook, YouTube and
live.biltmorechurch.com. The Español Campus meets
at 1:30 p.m. at the Hendersonville Campus. For more in-
formation visit www.biltmorechurch.com.

Biltmore Church of Christ: Drive-through of com-
plete storm relief supplies at 823 Fairview St., Asheville
(behind Juicy Lucy restaurant).

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homily.
Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson Ave.,
Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedral.org,
YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Village in
Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilderness:
8:45 or 11 a.m. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook.
1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit www.stjohn-
flatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m. 208 Academy
St. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair accessible. Back park-
ing lot and street parking available. Child care available
10 a.m.-noon. Visit www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service in
person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15
a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed, 11:15
a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday. Watch spe-
cial services and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W.,

Hendersonville. www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1

p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. services in person and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11 a.m. Enter via
side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed on church
Facebook page and can be accessed later at www.new-
bridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist Church: 11 a.m., 364
Broadway St., Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assistance and on-site
parking. Visit https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m and 5 p.m.,
216 Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I Eucharist;
10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucharist (with choir) in person and
live stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eucharist (with
choir) in person and live stream. 60 Church St., down-
town Asheville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30 a.m., 926
Haywood Road. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m. service. Start-
ing Jan. 14, services will be held indefinitely at East
Waynesville Baptist Church, 175 Woodland Drive,
Waynesville, during renovations. Service also on Face-
book. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Nov. 5

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/testimony/les-
sons 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9
p.m. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, Mills
River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Nov. 7

Kanuga’s annual ‘AwakeningSoul’ conference:
Nov. 7–10, Kanuga, 130 Kanuga Chapel Drive, Hender-
sonville. Attendees can reflect on, connect with and ex-
plore their spirituality through expert-guided exercises,
music, poetry and storytelling. Register at
www.kanuga.org/awakening.

RELIGION CALENDAR

firmed the warm feeling I got from older believ-
ers. 

Growing older, learning more from other
teachers, and from my own reading, it became
clear that I had a decision to make: Accept what
the “experts” told me, the “authorities” and theo-
logians who seemed “closer to God,” or choose to
accept that each of them didn’t really know, and
couldn’t really tell me what the Bible was actually
teaching; they especially couldn’t tell me what to
do with those teachings. I had to take responsi-
bility for my own choices, not only which books
to read for wise guidance, but what to believe, if
to believe at all.

When the Gospel writer quotes Jesus saying:
“You must become like little children” to enter
God’s home with him, was he inviting us all to
sing “Jesus loves me, this I know”? Or was it to
encourage a “childlike maturity” that invites the
“becoming” aspect, the educational process of
choosing responsibility for self-education? Here
again, no doubt, the “Bible experts” will correct
that interpretation. “No, it doesn’t mean that, it
can’t mean that, it means to be converted and
simply accept whatever Jesus says.” To me, that
sounds simplistic and dangerously manipula-
tive. Is the only way we truly know what Jesus
said, and what he meant, determined by what
preachers and pastors tell us? We don’t need to
think hard about it, because the Church has us
covered? 

If we choose, we can read the Bible, or any
book, for ourselves. Others might help us to un-
derstand some things; we can listen to their
opinions. But we’re not in Sunday School any
more.

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith
chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer and humanist celebrant. Chris and his
wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His
books and blogs are presented on “Friendly Free-
thinker” (www.chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

Jeff and Susie Eastman were hunting for ghosts at
Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum in West Virginia when
one of their paranormal devices lit up a pitch-black hall-
way, triggered by what they believed to be a spirit from
the afterworld.

The couple, who run North Canton Paranormal De-
tectives, had strewn more than 80 feet of trip wire along
the corridor. When a change in electromagnetic fields
was detected, sensors flashed with light. 

Another paranormal investigator, Joe Dutt, was on
the same hunt in 2022. The group was in the south wing
of the 160-year-old former asylum and historic land-
mark.

An investigator asked a spirit to step out of a room
and into the hallway. 

“Then we asked it to run fast down the hall,” Dutt said
of what they suspected was a ghostly presence. “And

the lights would flash; one light after another would go
off, and it was running back and forth. It was a really
interesting experience because we were asking for re-
sponses and getting responses in ways you’d see.”

Dutt of the Stark County-based Team S.P.E.C.T.R.E.
and the Eastmans had ruled out other explanations for
the occurrence. The building was long defunct. And it
didn’t have any electrical power to falsely set off the trip
wire. Their cellphones either were kept at a distance or
in airplane mode.

So they attributed the experience to paranormal phe-
nomena – answering perhaps the most enigmatic ques-
tion of all: Is there life after death?

“I was totally amazed at what was happening like ev-
eryone else,” Jeff Eastman recalled. “Technically speak-
ing, how does a spirit have the ability to exert huge
bursts of EMF (electromagnetic field frequencies) to ac-

Ghost hunters use devices
to explore paranormal
Ed Balint Canton Repository | USA TODAY NETWORK

See PARANORMAL, Page 3C


