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“I need their whole life story,” McGee
told her students. She wanted to know
everything about these characters – fa-
vorite colors, hobbies, “maybe a celebri-
ty crush, like Thomas Jefferson.” 

Her students laughed, broke off into
pairs and got started.

In November 2022, McGee was one
of thousands of teachers who watched
with suspicion as ChatGPT made its de-
but. Would it make students dumber?
Enable cheating?

Those fears have largely subsided,
and a new reckoning has emerged:
Teachers must teach students how to
properly and ethically use AI. 

“When there’s fear, when there’s lack
of information, that always spirals into
more distrust,” McGee said. 

That’s why she’s spent the last year
and a half learning all she can about AI
and sharing resources with other Kings
teachers.

Preparing students for the future

More than a dozen school districts in
the Cincinnati area confirmed to The
Enquirer that they have an AI policy.
Most state that staff members are free
to use AI and students can use AI only
with explicit permission from a teacher.

Other districts are at an earlier stage,
with work groups dedicated to AI. Yet
others don’t even know where to start.

Preparing students to use AI means
preparing teachers first, which costs
money and takes time. Some schools
and districts don’t have the bandwidth.
Alongside the AI surge, districts are bat-
tling budget deficits, a teacher shortage,
continuing academic setbacks from the
pandemic and a student mental health
crisis.

But the Lakota Local School District
north of Cincinnati is making AI train-
ing a priority. Before students returned
this fall, about 500 teachers for grades
7-12 convened for their first mandatory
presentation on AI.

“This is going to be a rough ride and
we’re going to see a lot of changes over
time,” said Andrew Wheatley, Lakota’s
director of curriculum and instruction
for grades 7-12. “Join us on this ride and
help us figure this out. Because y’all are
the people in front of kids.”

Wheatley and Dave Clark, curricu-

lum and technology specialist for the
Butler County Educational Service Cen-
ter, peppered the presentation with
jokes, fun videos and concrete sugges-
tions.

Clark and Wheatley don’t expect ev-
ery teacher to use AI. But they believe −
and McGee does, too − that a teacher’s
role is to make sure students are ready
for the workforce and the world, which
are rapidly incorporating AI into every-
day tasks.

“What I am seeing is that the people
who learn how to leverage AI are going
to have a massive competitive advan-
tage in the workforce,” Wheatley said.
“However, young people who do noth-
ing but use AI to replace their learning
are going to be at a massive competitive
disadvantage because once they get out
in the world, they aren’t actually going
to know anything.”

Ignoring AI, Wheatley said, is “one of
the worst things you can do.” Banning it
isn’t a good idea either, educators agree. 

“If you restrict anything, then stu-
dents are going to want to do it anyway,”
said Lindsey Gregg, director of teaching
and learning at Talawanda School Dis-
trict in Oxford, Ohio. “We’re trying to get
away from ‘we caught you doing some-
thing bad’ to ‘we want to teach you how
to use it right.’ ”

Mike Stacy, superintendent of
Beechwood Independent Schools in
Northern Kentucky, had a similar per-
spective. “I’m not sure anyone has a
handle on a successful implementation
of AI into the classroom, but we are
working to use it ... as opposed to trying
to ban it,” he said in an email. “Too many
employers have told us they want some-
one who has a knowledge of AI.”

What about cheating?
The key, Clark said, is to communi-

cate and model the boundaries when
using AI.

A select 100 Lakota students who en-
rolled in an AI course this school year,
will have Microsoft Copilot, an AI plat-
form similar to ChatGPT, available to
them. “They’re going to get a lesson in
ethics before they have access,” said
Wheatley, who is teaching the course.

Lakota is also requiring teachers to
limit their AI use to Microsoft products
like Copilot, to help protect district and
student data.

Generally, Clark told The Enquirer,
“kids want to do the right thing.” If
teachers model proper and ethical ways
to use AI in the classroom, he hopes it
will steer students away from cheating
and toward more creativity, efficiency
and enhanced learning opportunities.

Of course, some students are using

AI to cheat. But “kids have cheated for a
long time,” Clark said. And most teach-
ers find it fairly obvious when a kid uses
AI when they weren’t supposed to.

McGee said she gauges each kid’s ac-
ademic level and engagement through-
out the school year, and knows how they
think and work. If a student turns some-
thing in that doesn’t match their previ-
ous work, McGee said, that’s a good in-
dication they didn’t do it themselves.
They are typically subject to discipline
in line with the district’s plagiarism pol-
icy.

Not just George Washington

The 1787 persona-building activity
makes history come alive for her stu-
dents, McGee said. It’s immersive and
relatable. 

For Kate Austin, a sophomore at
Kings High School, it was her first stab
at using ChatGPT. She and a partner
created Orla, an Irish immigrant with
two children. 

“If you don’t like what (ChatGPT)
cranks out, then adjust it,” McGee told
her students. 

The students prompted another gen-
erative AI site, Pixlr, for portraits of their
theoretical historical figures. 

“Low-key, that’s just George Wash-
ington,” scoffed Cam Poole, a sopho-
more, when Pixlr spat out images of a
man dressed in a Revolutionary War
uniform. She and her partner reworked
their prompt to get a more detailed im-
age of their persona, a 37-year-old vet-
eran.

McGee said she uses AI as a “thought
partner,” probing it to come up with
ideas, lesson plans and assignments
that will be engaging for students. She
uses AI to build Jeopardy games and an-
swer keys for her classes, write emails to
students and parent, and take students
on virtual field trips.

In all, McGee said she experiments
with AI nearly every hour at school. Te-
dious tasks that would have taken hours
now take her minutes. With all that time
saved, she’s able to put her energy back
into connecting with her students, by
talking with them and cheering them at
sports games.

She leads working sessions with oth-
er staff at her school to show them AI
basics. She asks them: What are things
you want to do in the classroom but feel
like you can’t or don’t have time for?

“Ask it to do it for you,” McGee tells
her fellow teachers.
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Joy McGee, Kings High School teacher, works with Alayna Hammock, left, on an
AI assignment during an honors U.S. history class. McGee has spent the last year
and a half learning all she can about AI. LIZ DUFOUR/CINCINNATI ENQUIRER

On an episode of the TED Radio Hour
podcast, the organizational psycholo-
gist Adam Grant was interviewed. The
topic was changing your mind, and I
was interested in his description of
three “modes” of thinking: Preacher,
Prosecutor, Politician. As he under-
stands it, thinking like a preacher is “de-
fending a view you already have.” Think-
ing like a prosecutor is “attacking some-
one else’s views.” Thinking like a politi-
cian is only listening to people “if they
already agree with your views.” All three
of these modes “make it hard to think
again” (Adam Grant wrote the book,
“Think Again”). Whichever attitude and
approach you take with these mindsets,
your mind is set, “you’ve concluded
you’re right and others are wrong.”

Obviously not every preacher, prose-
cutor or politician thinks like this, but it
might be wise to reflect on the kind of
mentality that resists hearing other
viewpoints, or can’t imagine ever
changing one’s mind. When it comes to
religious opinions, especially beliefs
that impact the health and wellbeing of

a person or their relationships, the way
a person thinks can have serious conse-
quences. A willingness to listen is criti-
cal, but so is having an openness to al-
tering beliefs or even changing them.

A personal example from my college
days makes this point clear to me. Still a
convinced believer that Jesus was the
only way to God and heaven, I took a
course in World Religions and discov-
ered there were other views I’d never
heard before. I found that some Chris-
tians accepted there were other faiths
and Christianity was just one of many
religions in the world. There are Hindus
who accept that Jesus was divine along-
side Krishna, and Buddhists who honor
the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as
well as Buddha. It was probably during
this period of time that the truth sank in:
Jesus was not a Christian, and the es-
sence of faith was not following the way
TO Jesus but the way OF Jesus — his
concern for others, his service to the
most vulnerable in our communities. I
couldn’t see how he would get in a fight
with Buddha, Krishna, Muhammad or
any other wise teacher. This is when I
first began to formulate a wider world-
view that includes and appreciates the
value of wisdom regardless of its
source. I was emerging from a compet-
itive perspective of religion to one that
was more cooperative What a relief to
realize I no longer had to convince ev-

eryone around me that I was right and
they were wrong. As Adam Grant states:
“The goal is to improve myself, not prove
[my opinions or beliefs are correct].”

This can be a major shift in thinking
and believing. How does any kind of
education happen without a commit-
ment to being educated, welcoming the
learning of new things, gaining knowl-
edge we haven’t had before? How can
we learn anything without a sense of cu-
riosity, asking ourselves: What do I not
know and how can I know more? Again,
I find Adam Grant’s comments instruc-
tive: “Don’t make ideas your identity,”
since “What I believe is not who I am.”
Can we be honest enough about that? If
we try so hard to hold tight to our cher-
ished beliefs that we become identified
with them, even in our own minds, do
we become unwilling to seriously listen
any longer, to truly hear the thoughts of
others? Are we willing to risk making
adjustments to our thinking, allowing
room for the evolution of our views
based on new information, new evi-
dence? How else will we be able to join
others in figuring things out for the ben-
efit of all? 

I’m not the best at any of this, but I
seek to be aware of when I’m defending
my position as a preacher, prosecutor or
politician. What good does it do to sim-
ply spend time defending my own
views, or attacking the views of others,

or merely listening to those who agree
with me? This takes time, effort and the
fundamental decision to do it, to prac-
tice it, to continually ask what the “it” is,
that I feel the need to grasp so tena-
ciously.

Teaching another course on our vir-
tually forgotten freethinking founder,
Thomas Paine, I was reminded once
again of his useful analogies. One of his
arguments for America declaring inde-
pendence from England was that an is-
land can’t rule over a whole continent
(“Common Sense,” 1776). It is the “natu-
ral right” of a people or a person to enjoy
liberty as individuals, in government,
and in religious belief. Freedom of con-
science was essential to Paine as he
imagined the new nation must defend
that rightful liberty. Just as natural was
his strong belief that “there should be
diversity of religious opinions among
us.”

A good reminder for our preachers,
prosecutors or politicians.

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

I’m right, you’re wrong....think again
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Oct. 27

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

Kirkin O’ the Tartans service: 11
a.m., Mills River Presbyterian Church,
10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills Riv-
er. Celebration of Scottish traditions,
wear tartans and plaids, bagpiper leads
procession of tartans. Rich Shader, an
ordained elder in the Church of Scotland
and associate member of the Iona com-

munity in Scotland, will lead the ser-
vice. Following the service Scottish
cookies, eggs and haggis plus a special
blend of tea will be served. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.org
.

Pumpkin patch: Through Oct. 31,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Open 2-6:30
p.m. Monday-Friday and 12:30-6:30
p.m. Saturday-Sunday.

Pumpkin patch: Through Oct. 31,
Abernethy United Methodist Church,
1418 Patton Ave., Asheville.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11
a.m. with locations in Arden, Brevard,
East Asheville, Franklin, Henderson-
ville and West Asheville. Services are
streamed live on Facebook, YouTube

and live.biltmorechurch.com. The Es-
pañol Campus meets at 1:30 p.m. at the
Hendersonville Campus. For more in-
formation visit
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Biltmore Church of Christ: Drive-
through of complete storm relief sup-
plies at 823 Fairview St., Asheville (be-
hind Juicy Lucy restaurant).

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-
edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9

Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit 
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