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WORCESTER, Mass. – With the number of priests shrinking, enterprising young women are play-

ing a bigger role in the Catholic Church. h Data from the Center for Applied Research in the Apos-

tolate, a Catholic research center at Georgetown University, shows the decline in priests. CARA

reported 34,092 priests in the United States in 2023, a decline of 34% from 45,699 in 2000. CARA

reported an even larger decline in religious sisters, from 79,814 in 2000 to 35,683 in 2023. But the

center also sees a rise in nonordained members of the church population. h Deacon Paul Covino is

the director of campus ministry at Assumption University, a Catholic institution in Worcester,

Massachusetts. A father of four who has taught in higher education since 1981, Covino said there is

a large surge of laypeople finding careers through the church.

HEEDING THE CALL
More young women finding careers within Catholic Church

Jesse Collings Worcester Telegram & Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See WOMEN, Page 3C

“The theology side of things helped me get more into the nitty-gritty of what a person is and what you are
called to be, and that really attracted me to the ministry type of work,” says Anna Murphy, a college senior,
who is studying for a career in the Catholic church. ILLUSTRATION BY STACY JACKSON/USA TODAY NETWORK; AND GETTY

IMAGES; PHOTO BY ALLAN JUNG/WORCESTER TELEGRAM & GAZETTE

LIVING

Another one of those odd moments
occurred the other morning. It could
have been due to listening to a podcast
the night before with Bible scholar Bart
Ehrman, or maybe yesterday’s reading
of Bible passages in preparation for my
next class on Christian Nationalism.
What came to mind was a song first

learned in Sunday School as a child: “Je-
sus loves me, this I know, for the Bible
tells me so.” Funny how these early
tunes stick in memory like velcro. Some
might say it indicates the subtle “indoc-
trination” we received as children,
which may be true, yet it led to another
memory from seminary, and relates to
one of the theologians we read and ad-
mired.

Karl Barth (1886-1968) has been
called “the most significant Protestant
theologian of the 20th Century” and one
of the greatest of all Christian history. In
my Masters program, we read selections
from his massive “Church Dogmatics,” a

13-volume work where he laid out major
doctrines “rooted in his theology of the
Word of God” (quotes are from Carol’s
“All Saints” book, that includes Barth
among the “saints and sages” of history,
not all Christian). I don’t remember
much of anything from Barth’s writing,
or other Swiss and German theologians
we studied like Bultmann, Brunner,
Moltmann, Niebuhr, Tillich, Kung and
more. But I do recall an anecdote passed
around among seminarians, something
Barth supposedly said when asked how
he would summarize all he knew of faith
and theology. He replied: “Jesus loves
me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”

We found that both amusing and re-
freshing.

Even before I entered seminary, I was
somewhat familiar with Barth, having
graduated with a degree in Religion and
Philosophy from my Christian college.
Spending a summer in Europe, I was
thrilled to sit in on a seminar in Basel,
Switzerland, taught by Karl Barth’s son
Marcus, a biblical scholar himself. Nor-
mally he taught the class in German, but
he switched to English for “our Ameri-
can guest.” Theology was interesting to
me in those younger days. But I was 

This I know, for the Bible tells me so? (Part One)

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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Remodel the

Re-Bath handles every step of the bathroom 
remodel process– 

design, product selection, demo, and 
installation.

ROC# 86135, 34257

Contact us today for $1,250 off your tub or 
shower update.

828.220.5570

effortless way.

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Oct. 20

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

Pumpkin patch: Through Oct. 31,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Open 2-6:30
p.m. Monday-Friday and 12:30-6:30
p.m. Saturday-Sunday.

Pumpkin patch: Through Oct. 31,
Abernethy United Methodist Church,
1418 Patton Ave., Asheville.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11
a.m. with locations in Arden, Brevard,
East Asheville, Franklin, Henderson-
ville and West Asheville. Services are
streamed live on Facebook, YouTube
and live.biltmorechurch.com. The Es-
pañol Campus meets at 1:30 p.m. at the
Hendersonville Campus. For more in-
formation visit
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Biltmore Church of Christ: Drive-
through of complete storm relief sup-
plies at 823 Fairview St., Asheville (be-
hind Juicy Lucy restaurant).

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-

edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person

and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist
Church: 11 a.m., 364 Broadway St.,
Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assis-
tance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30

a.m and 5 p.m., 216 Shelburne Road,
Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist; 10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucha-
rist (with choir) in person and live
stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eu-
charist (with choir) in person and live
stream. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service. Starting Jan. 14, services will be
held indefinitely at East Waynesville
Baptist Church, 175 Woodland Drive, 

RELIGION CALENDAR

It is not too soon in our church and
secular calendar to begin thinking about
Advent, the coming of Jesus to be with
us, his people. My mind cannot readily
stop thinking about how much God
wants to be with us his people. It is a
certainty that he has always wanted to
be with his creation, as we find revealed
in scripture after scripture within the
Biblical narrative. The birth of Jesus and
the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost provide ultimate proof of the extent
that God has gone to be with us and live
in and among us.

From the Old Testament writings
found in Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 Chron-
icles to the letters of Paul, and the words
of Jesus, we find the reoccurring theme
that God will never leave us, his people.
The writer of Hebrews quotes from the
Old Testament in 13:5, “…I will never
leave you or abandon you.” (Hebrews
13:5-6 CEB) And we hear Jesus’ words to
his disciples just before he physically

leaves this earth, “…Look, I myself will
be with you every day until the end of
this present age.” (Matthew 28:20 CEB)

Although Jesus physically left the
earth, his spirit is with us. Jesus prom-
ised to send his spirit to continue to pro-
vide his presence. So Jesus, in the ex-
pression of the Holy Spirit, can find his
way into the daily lives of each of us.

First and primary to the beginning
stages of discipleship, God pursues us
and meets us where we are. He is a rela-
tional God and draws us to himself by
his grace and shows us unconditional
love. He knows the deepest darkest se-
crets of our hearts and is willing to for-
give and forget. God, through the person
of Jesus, knows about the pain, uncer-
tainty, fear, the times when we must
wait, and the times of joy. God can see
us through all these times, using these
times to season our relationship with
him and others, preparing us to be sent
into the world.

As Jorge Acevedo expresses in his
book, “Sent, Delivering the Gift of Hope
at Christmas,” “Jesus is God with us in
the pain.” Never doubt whether Jesus
experienced pain before the cross, emo-
tional pain. The pain at Lazarus’ death.
“When Jesus saw her crying and the

Jews who had come with her crying
also, he was deeply disturbed and trou-
bled. He asked, ‘Where have you laid
him?‘ They replied, ‘Lord, come and see.’
Jesus began to cry.” (John 11:33-35 CEB)
The pain in the Garden of Gethsemane.
God knows about pain and he is with us
in our pain.

Jesus is also God with us in uncer-
tainty and fear. How often do we face
decisions and situations in which we
have no answers? Then there are the
fears that come when we cannot see
around the next corner, and do not
know what lies ahead for us and our
families. But then we have the words
spoken through the prophet Isaiah 41:10,
“Don’t fear, because I am with you; don’t
be afraid, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you, I will surely help you; I
will hold you with my righteous strong
hand.” (CEB)

It is so hard for most of us to wait,
wait for anything! However, Jesus is
with us as the person of God in the times
in which we must wait and be still. We
begin to know the nature of God in the
most intimate ways in the silence of
waiting. These just may be the times
when the Holy Spirit prays for us, the
times when we have no words to ex-

press ourselves, the words simply will
not come. The ancient Christians called
the times when our hearts are silent,
“prayer without words.”

We also find Jesus as God with us in
times of joy. In John 16:22-23 “Jesus told
his disciples he must go away…he used
the metaphor of a woman forgetting her
pain caused by childbirth as soon as it is
blotted out by the joy of the birth. The
grief and pain of the cross…would be
transformed by the joy of resurrection.”
(Acevedo, “Sent, Delivering the Gift of
Hope at Christmas”) In the same sense
our pain can be overcome by the joy of
spiritual resurrection. Jesus can give us
a joy that the world and the circum-
stances of life cannot take away.

Scripture tells us that because we
have experienced God with us in the
person of Jesus in the pain, the fear, the
uncertainty, the waiting and the joy, we
can be sent to others just as Jesus was
sent to us. The joy of discipleship is ex-
pressed in our willingness to spend time
in the presence of Jesus, and then to be
sent.

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, retired Methodist min-
ister. Reach him at tim.mccon-
nell915@gmail.com. 

God wants to be with his people
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

soon to learn that practical theology was
more useful and meaningful than the
academic “study of god.” 

Some of the most influential courses
I chose in seminary exposed me to the
radical thought of “Liberation Theolo-
gians,” primarily Latin American Catho-
lic priests working with the poor. The
fact this was considered “radical” puz-
zled me a bit, since my reading of the
biblical story, in particular the Jesus
Story, seemed to present a message I
was hearing from these socially active
believers in Central and South America.
A special concern for the poor and op-
pressed, addressing daily issues of
housing, health care and hunger, as well
as larger policies that intensified those
human concerns, looked like the kinds
of things Jesus would be involved in to-
day. Now, with a strong background in
academic theology, Bible and Philoso-
phy, I was discovering a “new” practice
of faith activated not so much by beliefs
but human service. Traditional theology
is based on supernatural explanations
of the unknown and unexplainable. A
theology of liberation is centered on the
immediate response to human needs in
the natural world here and now, not in
denial of academics, not to the neglect
of education, but concerned with an
education that arises directly from the
people rather than from an ancient book
or voice from beyond.

Karl Barth appeared to evolve in his
thinking and believing. While a profes-
sor in Germany, he witnessed the rise of

Hitler. Fearing that masses of the pop-
ulation were following a charismatic po-
litical figure instead of God, Barth
helped write the “Barmen Declaration,”
expressing the voice of the “Confessing
Church” that resisted authoritarian
power and the complicity of the Church
in a State run by a strongman. He was
forced to flee back to Switzerland.

Later in life, Barth apparently ex-
panded his theological viewpoints, be-
lieving that salvation was universal,
even exploring the idea that God may
not exist without humans! A fascinating
concept that, in some ways, fits with
certain beliefs taught by Liberation
thinkers. After all, what is liberation but
liberty of thought, freedom of belief and
full participation of each individual in a
healthy, happy life? 

It isn’t enough, it’s never been suffi-
cient, to rest in the comfort of a very per-
sonalistic belief expressed as: “Jesus
loves me, this is know, for the Bible tells
me so.” As Karl Barth knew, a life of faith
must be much more. Along with people
of many faiths, and those who believe in
freedom without a god, the ultimate
goal has to be the immediate act of love
expressed in justice and real liberation
for human beings in compassionate
community (not necessarily in congre-
gations).

Theology talks; love walks. With or
without a Bible.

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C
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