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Remodel the

Re-Bath handles every step of the bathroom 
remodel process– 

design, product selection, demo, and 
installation.

ROC# 86135, 34257

Contact us today for $1,250 off your tub or 
shower update.

828.220.5570

effortless way.

Jesus of Nazareth seemed especially
concerned with vision. As a kind of
“Seer,” he magnified the centrality of
sight —what we choose to see guides
what we do. In my view, he wasn’t so fo-
cused on believing correctly as he was
on what we do with beliefs, how we act
on the things we see. He encouraged his
followers to pay attention, particularly
to notice the most vulnerable people. If
it was all about saving invisible souls,
why would he wander around, getting
his hands and feet dirty, to touch and
teach, in a very visible world? If he was
so otherworldly minded, why be human
at all? As I see it, Jesus was less interest-
ed in supernatural things than natural
things — like human beings.

In his book, “Baptizing America: How
Mainline Protestants Helped Build
Christian Nationalism,” Baptist minister
Brian Kaylor exposes how some believ-
ers are quick to point out the faults of
others: “There’s an urgent need to inter-

rogate logs in the eyes of our own groups
rather than merely pointing out the
specks (or even large logs) in the eyes of
others.” He refers to another of those
“famous but forgotten” teachings in the
Sermon on the Mount, where the Teach-
er speaks of a particular, and peculiar,
kind of eyesight: “Why do you see the
speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not
notice the log in your own eye? Or how
can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me
take the speck out of your eye,’ while the
log is in your own eye? You hypocrite,
first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your neighbor’s eye” (Matthew
7:3-5). I’ve always found that image very
funny, yet at the same time, seriously ap-
propriate and perfectly accurate. The
wisdom necessary to look in the mirror
at those times we want to judge, seems
to be rare. When we do notice our own
hypocrisy (judging another from a con-
descending position), we potentially
learn and become wiser, more empathet-
ic. On reflection, I ask myself: is there a
speck or a log in my eye? Maybe I should
take care of that before staring at the per-
ceived blurred vision of another.

There are countless examples of this.
I heard a preacher shouting at a couple
arriving for a serious health appoint-

ment. His judgment was cruel and
showed great ignorance of the pain and
suffering so obvious to those of us
standing with the couple. As I saw it, the
preacher was more concerned with the
invisible (for instance, his god) than the
visible reality — if he had the eyes to see,
or the heart to feel, two people in need of
compassion. If ever there was a prime
example of someone blinded by “wood-
en glasses,” this self-righteous preacher
was one. 

Couldn’t Jesus have merely snapped
his fingers from his heavenly throne to
“save the world” or heal people? If he
was, as many believe, the incarnation of
God — the divine in human form — why
teach anything? Instead, as the story is
told, he chose not to look down on hu-
man frailty, but to look us in the eye.
Some would say he came to show ulti-
mate love, while others seem to believe
he primarily came to judge. Some paint
him as a hyper-masculine tough guy
who had one thing in mind: to rule with
an iron fist. Not sure where anyone finds
that in the biblical text, but the muscu-
lar, super-human Jesus, is sure having
his day.

When we rub our eyes to see more
clearly, weary of what we see, can we re-
focus our vision enough to weigh the

specks and logs? Is that dust in your
eye? Are you blinded by something?
Could it be your beliefs cloud your vi-
sion, making it look as if you can see
better than someone else? Weather
forecasters and airline pilots take re-
ports seriously announcing “ten mile
visibility” or “visibility zero.” How far
can our eyes see? If we can’t even see
ourselves, our own actions, our own
judgments, how are we supposed to give
any fair report on another person?

Before speaking in a local congrega-
tion, I used eyedrops to soothe my eyes.
As I stood to speak, I realized there was
some blurriness and I had to blink a
number of times to clear my sight. What
was supposed to help my vision actually
caused it to be worse, at least for a mo-
ment. What opinions or beliefs put a
film over our eyes, making it harder to
see others as they are, without needing
to change them, to make them wear the
same glasses to see as we see?

Do we have a speck or a log problem? 
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Sept. 8

Messiah’s Mansion: 1-6:30 p.m.,
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 50
Mount Carmel Road, Asheville. Learn
about the historic sanctuary built by the
Hebrews to worship God. Free tours ev-
ery 30 minutes, lasting about 75 min-
utes. Visit
www.messiahsmansion.com/asheville.

Sept. 9

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

Biltmore Church: Services at 9 and 11
a.m. with locations in Arden, Brevard,
East Asheville, Franklin, Henderson-
ville and West Asheville. Services are
streamed live on Facebook, YouTube
and live.biltmorechurch.com. The Es-
pañol Campus meets at 1:30 p.m. at the
Hendersonville Campus. For more in-
formation visit
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-
edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,

199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist
Church: 11 a.m., 364 Broadway St.,
Asheville. Sunday school at 10 a.m.
Wheelchair accessible, hearing assis-
tance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m., 216 Shelburne Road,
Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist; 10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucha-
rist (with choir) in person and live
stream; 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Celtic Eu-
charist (with choir) in person and live
stream. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service. Starting Jan. 14, services will be
held indefinitely at East Waynesville
Baptist Church, 175 Woodland Drive,
Waynesville, during renovations. Ser-
vice also on Facebook. Nursery avail-
able. Visit www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Sept. 10

Church Chat - “Recycling & Waste
Reduction”: 7 p.m., Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Talking about the
power of day-to-day recycling and reuse
efforts in our lives. Free.

Sept. 11

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/
testimony/lessons 7 p.m. Small groups
8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Contact
Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Sept. 12

WOW! – Worship on Wednesdays: 6
p.m. Wednesdays, Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Following dinner, chil-
dren separate into groups of grades K-5
and 6-12 with discussions, crafts, music
and other faith-based activities. Dinner
is free with a $5 suggested donation,
$20 per family. Co-hosted with Holy
Family Episcopal Church. Call (828)
891-9375.

Sept. 13

Aging Gracefully: The Medicare
Maze: Noon, Grace Lutheran Church,
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. Medi-
care, Medicare Advantage or Medicare
Supplement? How do I evaluate and
choose? Lunch provided. Sign up by
Sept. 8 to attend. Visit
www.gracehendersonville.com.

The Brank Family Gospel Singers: 7
p.m., Weaverville First Baptist Church,
63 N. Main St. Presented by the Weaver-
ville Music Study Club. Free but dona-
tions accepted to benefit the 2024
“Messiah” presentation. Visit

www.weavervillemusicstudyclub.org.

Sept. 21

Community Block Party: 10 a.m.-2
p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church, 199
Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Inflatables,
firetrucks, police cars, mini-train ride,
outdoor games, music, food, scavenger
hunt and prizes. Food and activities are
free. Call (828) 254-7262.

Oct. 4

Oktoberfest: 6-9 p.m., Grace Luther-
an Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hender-
sonville. German food, Oktoberfest beer
and other beverages. $25. For age 21 and
older. Visit
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Oct. 6

Blessing of the Animals service: 4
p.m., back parking lot at The Episcopal
Church of St. John in the Wilderness,
1905 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. As
an option, a stuffed animal or pet photo
may be presented to receive a blessing.
Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org.

Nov. 7

Kanuga’s annual ‘AwakeningSoul’
conference: Nov. 7–10, Kanuga, 130 Ka-
nuga Chapel Drive, Hendersonville. At-
tendees can reflect on, connect with and
explore their spirituality through ex-
pert-guided exercises, music, poetry
and storytelling. Register at
www.kanuga.org/awakening.
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