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Summer vacation lasts 11 weeks for the Restrepos. The Michigan family has nine of them covered, thanks to a Kids Club

program offered by the local public schools. • “Honestly, I don’t know what we’d do without it,” William Restrepo said. •
But summer camp is not free. The Restrepos are paying $225 per kid per week, totaling $4,050. • The price of parenting

tends to spike in summer, when tax-funded public education gives way to parent-funded day care and sleepaway camps. In-

flation pads the bill. • “Every summer, you kind of get a reminder that, OK, childcare is really, really expensive,” said Matt Schulz,

chief credit analyst at LendingTree, a personal finance site.

COSTS ARE FLYING
Day care and summer camp increasingly rough on parents’ wallets
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Daniel de Visé USA TODAY

See COSTS, Page 2C

LIVING

A rabbi once said: “The Torah warns
us not to make an idol even of the com-
mand of God.”

Given that warning, I find it strange
that preachers and politicians, who
seem to idolize the Bible, are scrambling
to place their scriptures in statutes and
schools. Though disputed by most his-
torians, they claim “our nation was
founded on the Bible.” The Bible was
certainly an influence on many of those
who shaped our government, especially
given how pervasive that one book has
been in history. All the more remarkable
our founding documents don’t mention

the Bible, or the Christian God, and the
framers made sure to emphasize “no es-
tablishment of religion” in the very first
amendment. No one is saying the Ten
Commandments, or any other biblical
verses, can’t be posted in a church, syn-
agogue or religious school. Religious
groups can place scripture anywhere
they wish, on their private property. But
when a courtroom or classroom (or
county jail, as in a new Minnesota lock
up) displays scripture on the wall, we
ought to take it as an educational oppor-
tunity. We might consider presenting
some rational arguments for not dis-
playing the famous Ten. Here are my top
10 reasons:

1. The Ten Commandments, like most
sacred scriptures, are very old. There
are older laws from the ancient Near
East and beyond, yet in our culture,
“The Ten” are perhaps the best known.
When we stop to think about it, rules

written many centuries ago, in another
language and culture, perhaps shouldn’t
be picked out for guidance in modern
society.

2. Speaking of being picked out...the
Ten Commands have been selectively
taken out of context. Are people even
aware The Ten don’t come from specifi-
cally Christian scriptures, but from the
Hebrew Bible of the Jewish religion
(found in both Exodus 20 and Deuteron-
omy 5)? It’s worth noting that Jewish
Americans are not the ones pushing
these public displays of piety.

3. One central question: Who IS
pushing them, and why? As I see it, only
one fearful group of the faithful — evan-
gelical Christians — is making this de-
mand. But do the “Commandment
Commanders” even know what each
command says? (if the intent is to teach
children, it seems reasonable to ask
each Commander — including political

leaders — specifically where The Ten
appear in the Bible, what they say, and
how they apply).

4. It doesn’t take a biblical scholar to
see, the first four commands disrespect
all other religions and those who choose
not to believe in any god. Who can re-
quire non-Christians to “keep the Sab-
bath”?

5. An important question missing in
attempts to force The Ten on students
is: What are the biblical consequences
for not obeying these divine com-
mands? From my Bible reading, disobe-
dience means death in seven of the
commands. Slavery and animal sacri-
fice are also mandated.

6. The founders didn’t use them in
the Constitution. It’s claimed that The
Ten form the “foundation” of our system
of government. Where is the evidence 

Ten reasons not to demand the Ten Commands

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3C
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for that? How many founders were Jew-
ish? How does our legal code incorpo-
rate archaic religious laws for a secular
society? (in fact, we have “no religious
test” required for public office-Article 6).

7. How can morality, or any ethical
standards, be commanded? Some say
we need more “God, Bible and Prayer” in
our schools because “without these,
there can be no morality.” However,

since “God, Bible and Prayer” were never
“thrown out of school,” as some claim, is
there a correlation between no estab-
lished religion in public schools and
crime rates, or expanding civil rights, or
more progressive social programs? In
my view, those who are so adamant to
force their religion into public schools
(and courts, government, the public
square in general) are afraid they are
losing their privilege and power.

8. Who enforces obedience to the
commands and how would they? If you
are disrespectful to your parents, can
the principal send you to a judge who

will sentence you to a Sunday School
class on honoring your parents? Com-
manders may say this isn’t the point.
“The Ten simply deserve an honored
place among historical documents. Mo-
ses is even depicted in the Supreme
Court.” Yes, along with Hammurabi, So-
lon, Confucius, Muhammad and others.

9. There is a magical quality to this
Demand for The Commands. “If they
hang on the wall, they’re a blessing to
all.” This makes the Bible a kind of pro-
tective talisman. 

10. How many citizens are made to
feel they are second class, that their be-

liefs don’t matter, when a public official
or public institution seems to “estab-
lish” religion, or favor one religion? This
is particularly problematic when chil-
dren (or people in court or jail) are the
captive audience.

These are my 10 reasons. You may
have others. 

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

Imagine Dragons rocker Dan Rey-
nolds is still close to family members
who practice Mormonism despite no
longer being part of the church himself.

Reynolds, 36, opened up about his
“complicated” relationship with the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and his experience growing up in
a “really conservative” Mormon family
in an interview with People magazine
published Sunday.

“There’s obviously parts of the Mor-
mon religion that I feel pretty strongly
are harmful, especially to our gay youth,”
Reynolds told the outlet. “At times I feel
pretty isolated from my family, but I also
love them and am close to them and see
them, and there’s no animosity there.
I’m on a different path. I have to love my-
self enough to follow my truth.”

“(I) saw a lot of the harm that came
from it for me personally, but it also
seemed to work incredibly well for my
family, and they’re all healthy, happy in-
dividuals,” he continued. “As I’ve gotten
older, I’m not angry about it anymore. If
something works for someone, that’s
really wonderful and rare, and I don’t
want to mess with it.”

Bandmate Wayne Sermon, Imagine
Dragons’ guitarist, was also raised in the
LDS church.

Dan Reynolds diverged 
with the Mormon church 
over LGBTQ+ rights

The Las Vegas-born lead singer of the
Grammy-winning band grew up with
eight siblings, was sent on a two-year
mission in Nebraska at 19 and attended
Brigham Young University.

However, Reynolds was kicked out of
the school, which is run by the Mormon
church, as a freshman after it came out
that he’d had sex with his girlfriend in
high school. In 2022, Reynolds told the
Howard Stern Show that he was re-ad-
mitted after going through “the repen-
tance process,” which lasted about six
months.

“It was a shaming experience that
sent me into the first depression I experi-
enced in my life,” Reynolds told USA TO-
DAY in 2018 of being expelled from BYU.

“That, on a very small scale, is what
our LGBTQ youth feel every single day,
which is that within homes of faith, you

have to choose between what you be-
lieve and who you love. No one should be
forced to choose that.” 

In his 20s and early 30s, Reynolds
told People, he found himself “really an-
gry” at religion, feeling like he’d “been
duped.”

However, as of 2022, he still consid-
ered himself “a non-practicing Mor-
mon.”

“I have seven brothers, one sister,
tons of cousins. There’s 40-plus grand-
kids. They’re all Mormon. Every one of
them – practicing Mormons, in fact,” he
told Yahoo Entertainment. “I’m the only
one, who, I would say, is a non-practic-
ing Mormon. I still claim Mormonism
because it’s my culture, right? It’s my
people. All my best friends growing up

were Mormon (and) are still Mormon.
“But I’m not raising my kids Mormon.

I think there’s a lot of things that I dis-
agree with, that I think is hurting our
kids,” he said, referring to attitudes to-
ward LGBTQ+ people.

“My greatest goal every day is to not
manipulate my kids. I really don’t want
to try to tell them what their spiritual
path should be,” he told People.

Dan Reynolds’ foundation
hosts an annual concert 
for LGBTQ+ charities

In 2017, Reynolds founded the LOVE-
LOUD Foundation, a nonprofit that sup-
ports charities dedicated to the well-be-
ing of the LGBTQ+ community and pro-

duces an annual concert.
He explained his affiliation with the

community on the Lex Fridman podcast
in 2022 and revealed that starting in
middle school, he noticed his LGBTQ+
friends struggling with navigating both
their faith and their sexuality. 

Reynolds’ fight for Mormon accep-
tance of the LGBTQ+ community is the
subject of the 2018 HBO documentary,
“Believer.” The film follows Reynolds’
months-long effort to organize the inau-
gural Love Loud festival, which raised
money for organizations such as The
Trevor Project.

The band kicks off the Loom world
tour on July 30 in Camden, New Jersey.

Contributing: Patrick Ryan, USA TO-
DAY

Imagine Dragons frontman talks Mormonism 
KiMi Robinson
USA TODAY

Dan Reynolds, pictured here with bandmate Wayne Sermon, talked to People magazine about how he maintains a
relationship with his Mormon family. JEFF SPICER, GETTY IMAGES FOR AELTC

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

July 14

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

Montreat Conference Center Sum-
mer Worship Series: 10:30 a.m. Sun-
days through Aug. 4, Montreat Confer-
ence Center-Anderson Auditorium, 302
Lookout Road, Montreat. A different
speaker each week.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services. Online ser-
vices at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton
Road, Arden, and satellite locations in
Brevard, east Asheville, west Asheville/
Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston
Blvd., Asheville. View times and loca-
tions at www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-
edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in

the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Child care
available 10 a.m.-noon. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-

sonville Road, Arden.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11

a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Providence Global Methodist
Church: 11 a.m., 364 Broadway St.,
Asheville. Wheelchair accessible, hear-
ing assistance and on-site parking. Visit
https://providencegmc.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m., 216 Shelburne Road,
Asheville. Visit https://tbcashe-
ville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist, 10 a.m. Rite II Eucharist
with choir, in person and livestream,
5:30 p.m. candlelight Celtic Eucharist
with choir, in person and livestream. 60
Church St., downtown Asheville. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service. Starting Jan. 14, services will be
held indefinitely at East Waynesville
Baptist Church, 175 Woodland Drive,
Waynesville, during renovations. Ser-
vice also on Facebook. Nursery avail-
able. Visit www.westcantonbaptist.org.

July 15

Better: A Study of Hebrews: 10 a.m.
Mondays through Aug. 12, Grace Luther-
an Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hender-
sonville. Studying book of Hebrews in a
verse-by-verse study, exploring how
God “provided something better for us”
in the person of Jesus Christ (Hebrews
11:40). Contact Jill Wingard at
jwingard@gracehendersonville.com to
sign up.

July 16

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/
testimony/lessons 7 p.m. Small groups
8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Contact
Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

July 17

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR


