
Paine arrives in America 

“Paine left England in October and arrived in America November 30, 1774. He 
bore a letter of introduction from Dr. Franklin to Richard Bache, his son-in-law, 
dated September 30, 1774: "The bearer Mr. Thomas Paine is very well 
recommended to me as an ingenious worthy young man. He goes to 
Pennsylvania with a view of settling there. I request you to give him your best 
advice and countenance, as he is quite a stranger there. If you can put him in a 
way of obtaining employment as a clerk, or assistant tutor in a school, or 
assistant surveyor, of all of which I think him very capable, so that he may 
procure a subsistence at least, till he can make acquaintance and obtain a 
knowledge of the country, you will do well, and much oblige your affectionate 
father.”


On March 4, 1775, Paine writes Franklin from Philadelphia: "Your countenancing 
me has obtained for me many friends and much reputation, for which please 
accept my sincere thanks. I have been applied to by several gentlemen to 
instruct their sons on very advantageous terms to myself, and a printer and 
bookseller here, a man of reputation and property, Robert Aitkin, has lately 
attempted a magazine, but having little or no turn that way himself, he has 
applied to me for assistance. He had not above six hundred subscribers when I 
first assisted him. We have now upwards of fifteen hundred, and daily 
increasing. I have not entered into terms with him. This is only the second 
number. The first I was not concerned in." . . . 


“About the year [1774, says Dr. Rush] I met him accidentally in Mr. Aitkin's 
bookstore, and was introduced to him by Mr. Aitkin. We conversed a few 
minutes, and I left him. Soon afterwards I read a short essay with which I was 
much pleased, in one of Bradford's papers, against the slavery of the Africans in 
our country, and which I was informed was written by Mr. Paine. This excited my 
desire to be better acquainted with him. We met soon afterwards in Mr. Aitkin's 
bookstore, where I did homage to his principles and pen upon the subject of the 
enslaved Africans. He told me the essay to which I alluded was the first thing he 
had ever published in his life …  As the anti-slavery essay was printed March 8, 
1775, it appears that Paine had been in America more than three months before 
Rush noticed him.”


— The Life Of Thomas Paine, Vol. I, by Moncure Daniel Conway (1893)


