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More safety.
More style.

Remodel your bathroom 
with the latest styles and 

safety features.

ROC# 86135, 34257

$1500 off your complete bathroom remodel. 
Ask about financing options.

828-220-5570

In my evangelical youth my impres-
sionable mind was impressed with the
questions raised by a popular book:
“Your God is Too Small.” I thought that
was a great challenge to think bigger of
our Great, Greater, Greatest God. One
pastor even started a Big God Minis-
tries. After all, what could a small god do
for us? A limited, weak deity wasn’t
good enough. As Psalm 95 proclaims,
we worshipped the God above all gods.

In the “Whose God is the greatest?”
world of competitive religion, that old
question, “How small is your God?” be-
comes “How big is your God, and is that
God big enough?” Big enough for what?
Exactly. 

Reading an article in the “Free Inqui-
ry” magazine published by the Center
for Inquiry, this caught my eye: “The au-
thors of Genesis proclaim that God
made the heavens and earth in less than
a week. This feat must have amazed
these Bronze Age authors, even though
they thought the heavens extended only
so far as the sky above them…Of course,
they did not know what stars, planets or

galaxies were. Nor did they know of the
trillions of microscopic bacteria living in
their guts or the 80 billion nerve cells in
their brains.” To drive home the point,
the article states: “We now know that
the universe is so much bigger and so
much more complex. From the deep
field images of our space telescopes, sci-
entists estimate that the ever-expand-
ing universe contains perhaps two tril-
lion galaxies, with many containing 100
to 200 billion stars” (“Is God Big Enough
for the Universe? Psychological Reflec-
tions on Religious and Scientific Be-
liefs,” D. Alan Bensley, Free Inquiry, De-
cember 2023/January 2024). This begs
the question, doesn’t it? How big (or
small) is the God you believe in?

The disruptive question about the
creation and the size of a creator is both
personal and universal — literally cos-
mic. Imagining that one’s own personal
divinity is especially concerned to
watch over them while managing the
wide expanse of the cosmos presents a
rather large problem. Bensley’s essay
clarifies the issue: “The answer to the
rhetorical question “Is God big enough
for the universe?” is that the description
of God in religious texts has not kept
pace with a scientifically informed
worldview.” That might be fairly obvi-
ous, but he goes further: “The archaic
writings of monotheistic religions de-
scribe a god with much less grandeur,

scope and understanding than would be
reasonably expected of an omniscient,
all-powerful creator who manages a
universe that is an estimated 93 billion
light years across and still expanding.”
When a divine power offers one book of
one religion in one part of earth, one
small planet in one galaxy in an incred-
ibly vast universe, that divine power ap-
pears quite restricted, confined. Is a god
truly above, beyond, behind, beneath
the universe, or narrow-mindedly fo-
cused on an infinitesimally small piece
of sand in space, and one devoted group
of ants who inhabit that? Is a Creator
somehow “outside” the universe, or, as
pantheists claim, one with everything? 

No matter what we individually be-
lieve about these matters, it matters. Our
finite worldview also reflects our grander
universal view. Perhaps more signifi-
cantly, this influences our view of others,
and how we treat them. When our image
of a divine being colors or clouds our
view, I would suggest it has important
implications and consequences. Let’s
say, one person believes their god is most
Good, most Great, most Powerful. Does
that deity become a kind of Big Bully?
That is, does that god condescend to
judge and punish everyone else who
doesn’t acknowledge their greatness?
Does this god beat up all the other gods
like a playground bully? Or does one’s
chosen deity “embody” love, compas-

sion, justice? In other words, are they a
kind parent or a “crowned ruffian,” as
Thomas Paine described?

Secular people don’t tend to get
caught in these webs of questions be-
cause most religions have a corner on
the market when it comes to competi-
tion over faith and theology. Agnostics
and atheists usually don’t have the time
to banter over various beliefs or have
much interest in measuring sizes of Su-
preme Beings. As the Free Inquiry arti-
cle explains the contrast between the
Big God, Little God and No God folks:
“[skeptical people] acquire their knowl-
edge using an approach that relies on
critical reflection and cogent reaso-
ning…The resultant scientific knowl-
edge challenges the paranormal and su-
pernatural claims of religion.” So, what
we have learned about the universe
since religions were created and sacred
scriptures were first published, tells us
that any Creator-God has to be much
bigger/greater (and frankly more cre-
ative) than any divinity ever preached.

Why does size matter in the case of
god or religion? How small does it make
you feel?

Chris Highland was a minister and
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He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. His books and blogs are pre-
sented on “Friendly Freethinker”
(www.chighland.com).

Is (anyone’s) God really big enough?

Highland Views
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tudes, relationships, behaviors that are
not pleasing to him? Maybe God is ask-
ing you to give up something that is
good, but is just not his will for you at
this time. Are you willing? And not just
for 40 days, but forever. Perhaps God is
saying, “I want all there is of you.”

So here are some Lenten questions
for us. What do we need to give up in or-
der to give Jesus a chance with our life?
What is that thing in our life that is in

danger of taking over our life? What do
we love too much in the wrong way?

Have you ever wondered why we are
asked to give up something during
Lent? I believe it is because Jesus
stepped out of heaven, giving up every
except his love for us. He gave every-
thing so that we can have everything!

So let’s ask Jesus to give us the grace
we need in order to give up something
for Lent, something that will make a dif-
ference in our lives.

This column is the opinion of the 
Rev. Tim McConnell, retired Methodist
minister. Reach him at 
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com. 
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Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com.

March 3

Online services: Many churches have
online worship services. Visit church
websites for full information.
Biltmore Church: All campuses open for
on-site services. Online services at 9:15
and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com
or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Arden,
and satellite locations in Brevard, east
Asheville, west Asheville/Enka, Hen-
dersonville, Franklin. Also 11 a.m. at
Espanol campus, 220 Johnston Blvd.,
Asheville. View times and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa.
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-
rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedra-
l.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan
St., Biltmore Village in Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online ser-
vice at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m,
20 Oak St., downtown Asheville. Wheel-
chair accessible. Back parking lot and
street parking available. Visit 
www.uccasheville.org.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tradi-
tional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15
a.m. Spanish service in person and liv-
estreamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service
every second Sunday. Watch special
services and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30
and 10:30 a.m. services in person and
also on Facebook or YouTube. www.na-
tivityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199
Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service also
livestreamed on church Facebook page
and can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m., 216 
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit 
https://tbcasheville.org/ Nursery avail-
able.
Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I
Eucharist, 10:45 a.m. Rite II Eucharist
with choir, in person and livestream,
5:30 p.m. candlelight Celtic Eucharist
with choir, in person and livestream. 60
Church St., downtown Asheville. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30
a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org.
West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
service. Starting Jan. 14, services will be
held for several months at East Waynes-
ville Baptist Church, 175 Woodland
Drive, Waynesville, during renovations.
Service also on Facebook. Nursery
available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

March 5

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/testimony/
lessons 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Des-
sert fellowship 9 p.m. Contact Connie at
828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-669-
4146.
Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
“The Language of God” book study: 10
a.m. Tuesdays through March 19, Grace
Lutheran Church, 1245 6th Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. Written for believers,
agnostics and atheists, “The Language
of God” by Francis Collins provides a
testament to the power of faith in the
midst of suffering without faltering
from its logical stride. Purchase book

from Amazon for $11.39. Email Jim Stol-
tenberg at celide1947@gmail.com to
sign up.

March 6

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Groce
United Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel
Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.
Potluck suppers and Gospel of John
study sessions: 5:30 p.m. March 6 and
13, Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Participants will watch the 2003 film
“The Gospel of John” starring Henry Ian
Cusick and narrated by Christopher

Plummer. Discussion will follow each
week’s presentation.

March 7

Talk on “How Spiritual Perception
Brings Healing”: A free talk on Christian
Science by Alex Fischer, CS, at 5:30
p.m., YWCA, 185 S. French Broad Ave.,
Asheville. Call 252-3391 for more in-
formation.

March 9

Ashley Lecture featuring Dr. Catherine
Meeks: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. March 9, $10 
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