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I’m always happy to hear from read-
ers who share their thoughts on “High-
land Views.” One reader in another state
took issue with a column I wrote on a
fundamentalist Bible study program,
saying I was “belittling” those who be-
lieve in evangelism and missionary
work. The reader felt I shouldn’t “throw
stones” at a form of Christianity that I
walked away from. I could see how my
views on these matters might cause a
person to react this way, so responded
that “religion” columns are written from
many perspectives. “I write as a free-
thinking humanist, which means I ex-
press honest personal views based on
my experience, after a long journey in
faith, and out of faith. While some of my
views may seem to “dismiss” or disre-
spect other beliefs, the intent is to shine
a light on “truth claims” and practices
that, to my mind, seem unhealthy or
harmful. A reader is free to choose to
read or not, agree or not...or write and
express their personal opinion (as you
have).” Addressing the reader’s discom-
fort with my viewpoint on the Bible pro-

gram, I stated: “My critique is based on
my own experience. You had a different
experience and are free to express that.”

In our email exchange, the reader
seemed agitated that my columns are
given space in a section of the newspa-
per where they expected to read only re-
ligious opinions. They questioned why I
would write in a part of the paper they
felt should be reserved exclusively for
believers. “You also describe yourself as
a humanist. I think that is a good fit, just
not fit for religion columns.” I wrote back
what I understand to be the intent of in-
cluding a “Religion” section in a public
newspaper: “Articles can be ‘about’ Reli-
gion, not necessary ‘from’ a religious
perspective. Anyone is free to read a re-
ligious periodical instead, if they
choose.” Articles on religion, especially
if these are presented as opinion pieces,
do not have to be religious opinions,
written by representatives of particular
faith traditions. There are scholars who
study religion who may hold religious
beliefs, or they may not. Does it matter?
Are only Christian believers allowed to
write on Christianity?

This reader expressed consternation
that humanist opinions appear along-
side religious ones. “Humanism is not a
religion. It is a philosophy, and one that
does not perceive the need for religion at
all.” I agreed with this, while explaining
a little more about this philosophy. “I do

not claim that Humanism is a religion.
You are correct that it is not strictly a re-
ligion but a philosophy. It should be not-
ed, however, since many of us have ex-
tensive backgrounds in faith communi-
ties, we can address a wide range of is-
sues within those communities.
Certainly, like yourself, there will be
those who are uncomfortable, even ag-
itated, by humanist opinions. An impor-
tant thing to note is that Humanism is
not evangelical; it does not seek con-
verts. The philosophy simply encour-
ages each individual to take the respon-
sibility to use reason to decide what to
believe or not believe.” (The American
Humanist Association defines modern
Humanism as: “a progressive philoso-
phy of life that, without theism or other
supernatural beliefs, affirms our ability
and responsibility to lead ethical lives of
personal fulfillment that aspire to the
greater good”).

Who is qualified to write about faith
and religion? Who is disqualified? Are
there forums or platforms where we
can’t speak of religion, or question it? Is
it acceptable to challenge, even poke a
little, at religious faith? No doubt, faith
is a sensitive subject. Religion, politics,
sexuality are touchy topics indeed.
When does an honest, even a sharp,
criticism of beliefs become disrespect-
ful or dismissive? When people feel per-
sonally offended, that should be taken

seriously. Yet, it’s also important to
speak from our own experience while
keeping in mind that some might not
want to hear how we frame those events
in our lives. They may not wish to en-
gage with our interpretations of those
experiences. That is, of course, their
prerogative. I sometimes suggest a per-
son choose not to read something, or tell
me what it is that bothers them. Re-
spectful engagement can lead to a two-
way education.

The reader who was bothered by my
column on a Bible study program
pushed a bit more: “While of course you
are free to express your views about
anything you choose, it would be more
intellectually honest to refrain from
publishing those views under a banner
of religion.” 

I reminded them that intellectual
honesty extends to mindfulness of di-
verse expressions without using the
newspaper as a pulpit to preach.

When the reader thanked me for re-
sponding, I felt a renewed sense of the
value of humanist voices in public fo-
rums on faith and freethought.

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

How a humanist can write on religion

Highland Views
Chris Highland
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Submit your event at least two 
weeks in advance to cterrell@
citizentimes.com.

Dec. 9

Lake Junaluska’s Candlelight Les-
sons and Carols: Harp prelude at 6:45
p.m. followed by service at 7 p.m. in Me-
morial Chapel at Lake Junaluska in
Haywood County. Traditional English
service features Scripture readings and
corresponding music.

Cookie Walk: 10 a.m.-noon, Mills
River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presby-
terian Church Road, Mills River. Pur-
chase a box for $12 then peruse thou-
sands of homemade cookies. Box fits
about two dozen cookies. For people
wishing to grab and go, variety boxes
available for $12. Cash or check only. Call
828-891-7101 or visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

A Night In Bethlehem: 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sorrells Street Park, downtown Canton.
Be transported back through time to the
city as its residents celebrate the birth
of Jesus. You may bring one non-perish-
able food item per family as payment of
your taxes to enter the city gates. Activ-
ities, crafts, light refreshments. Hosted
by Beulah Baptist Church.

Dec. 10

Online services: Many churches
have online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information.

Christmas concert: 5 p.m., Asbury
Memorial United Methodist Church, 171
Beaverdam Road, Asheville. Music by
the chancel choir, brass, and other in-
strumentalists. Free.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services. Online ser-
vices at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton
Road, Arden, and satellite locations in
Brevard, east Asheville, west Asheville/
Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston
Blvd., Asheville. View times and loca-
tions at www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsoulscath-
edral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village in Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online
service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895
Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m.
208 Academy St. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Visit 
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday

services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-

ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. Enter via side door from parking
lot. 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service
also livestreamed on church Facebook
page and can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m., 216 
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit 
https://tbcasheville.org/ Nursery avail-
able.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist, Rite II Eucharist with
choir, 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist in per-
son or virtual. 60 Church St., downtown
Asheville. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
10:30 a.m., 926 Haywood Road. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11
a.m., 75 Lowe St. (off Old Clyde Road),
Canton. Service also on Facebook.
Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Dec. 12

“Advent: A Season of Surprises”
book study: 10 a.m. Tuesdays through
Dec. 19, Grace Lutheran Church, 1245
6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. What’s
next in your life beyond presents, gath-
erings, Christmas traditions? What are
you anticipating or dreading? Book via
Amazon is $19.99. Email Jim Stoltenberg
at celide1947@gmail.com to register.

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/
testimony/lessons 7 p.m. Small groups
8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Contact
Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 13

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

Wednesday Advent Services:
Through Dec. 20, Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Dec. 13: Soup and salad meal at

4:45 p.m. Las Posadas 5:30 p.m. Posa-
das procession followed by meal at 6
p.m. Las Posadas remembers the jour-
ney that Mary and Joseph made from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. Visit
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Asheville Nativity Exhibit-“O Come
Let Us Adore Him: Christmas Creches
from Around the World”: Dec. 6-13,
First Baptist Church of Asheville, 5 Oak
St., downtown. 5-8 p.m. weekdays and
noon-6 p.m. weekend. About 250 nativ-
ity sets from more than 60 countries.
Free admission.

Dec. 15

Christmas Jubilee: 5-8 p.m., Long’s

Chapel Methodist Church, 133 Old Clyde
Road, Waynesville (near Lake Junalus-
ka). Drop in for a stroll through Bethle-
hem village with music, food, animals,
marketplace, children’s activities.

Dec. 17

Live Nativity: A Celebration of the
Birth of Jesus Christ: 6-8 p.m., The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 91 Monticello Road, Weaverville.
Free. Call 828-206-0421.

Festival of Lessons and Carols ser-
vice: 5 p.m., St. Margaret of Scotland
Catholic Church, 37 Murphy Drive,
Maggie Valley. Featuring Asheville Vo-
cal Ensemble.

RELIGION CALENDAR


