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Following a speaking engagement at a local church,
I was handed a brochure describing their congregation
and ministry. Before opening to read their “Core Val-
ues,” I read the cover statement: “Our faith is over
2,000 years old. Our thinking is not.” Seems a very
good message for any congregation and community.
Faith is very important to a lot of people, which doesn’t
preclude the need to use our powers of reason as indi-
viduals and communities. In fact, as this church pre-
sents it, faith requires thinking. I’m not so sure this is
commonly advertised in many religious circles. 

Using our minds is essential in making reasonable
decisions in all matters. Shouldn’t that be especially
true in major life decisions such as what to believe and
whom to believe? 

Nicholas Little, Legal Director for the Center for In-
quiry, responded to those who equate “alternative
medicine” with science-based medicine: “[This] risks
encouraging many across the world to eschew scien-
tifically proven treatment and instead to place their
faith in quackery. That kind of thinking kills people…”
(“WHO Thought This Was a Good Idea?,” CFI, Aug. 18,
2023). The seriousness of the issue certainly calls for
greater attention, by the religious and the non-reli-
gious. As we know (don’t we?), believing something is
true doesn’t make it so. This applies to medicine as
well as theology. 

How do we respond when a person says their think-
ing is “biblical,” they believe the same as a biblical writ-
er? This might make sense to some, yet why and how
would we believe, or think, like a person from such a
different time, culture and perhaps religion? (as I often
remind: Jesus was not a Christian, and all the biblical
writers were Jewish). Of course, here the biggest prob-
lem is that we really don’t know what people thought
that long ago — we can’t get inside their heads. Clearly
it’s a good thing to read and reflect on ancient litera-
ture, sacred and secular. But can we put ourselves into
their historical experience, sense their feelings, read
their thoughts? Remarkably, people today sometimes
claim they know what’s in God’s head, God’s mind,
how God thinks and feels. Quite a claim. The Apostle
Paul not only asserted he knew the mind of God but
audaciously claimed to “have the mind of Christ” (First
Corinthians 2:16). How could anyone reasonably dis-
pute that? How could we have a rational conversation
with someone who says they share a brain with the Al-
mighty? I’m not sure I would even start a conversation
with that person. What’s the purpose? All we might
hear is: “I know what God thinks, so there’s no room for
discussion” (and isn’t that what Paul’s letters funda-
mentally assert?). Once someone proclaims they think
as the Creator of the Universe thinks, I think I’d avoid
them. On the other hand, they probably need to get a
good “brain-wash” since little can come from that Big
Mind Transplant except disillusion and disappoint-
ment, even destruction of all reasoning.

One way to approach this is to think of what we
might call the Religion of Quotation. Memory is the
heart of tradition, but we can’t really pass along mem-
ories that aren’t our own. What we often see is the use
of scripture as the primary authority because it tells us

what to think and how to think. In my youthful days,
we would quote a verse and that would guide our life
that day. The next day, another verse, and so on. “God
said it, I believe it, I live it” was our justification for any-
thing. Each verse became the Voice and the Voice be-
came the verse. Every word became The Word.

Thinking that’s aged for thousands of years may of-
fer fresh insights, tidbits of wisdom to contemplate. I
continue to mine gems of wisdom in the Greek and Ro-
man philosophers and, from time to time, in Confu-
cius, Buddha, Jesus and other religious teachers from
centuries long past. Some wise teaching, like good
wine, gets better with age. Nevertheless, other old
ways of thinking and believing may have gone bad,
spoiled, not only distasteful but unfit for human con-
sumption. Old thinking might even be dangerous,
deadly. Quoting or reciting passages from ancient lit-
erature can hoodwink people into thinking they don’t
have to think much because someone else has done
the thinking for them a long, long time ago. Abdicating
our ability to reason and surrendering our self-author-
ity and self-reliance can lead to all kinds of destructive
actions. Besides, worldviews matter. Hopefully we see
that if the ancients believed the (flat) earth was the
center of the universe, heaven was up, hell was down,
slavery was acceptable and women should stay in
“their place,” we have to do better believing, and better
thinking.

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith 
chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, 
writer and humanist celebrant. Chris and his wife, 
the Rev. Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books and
blogs are presented on “Friendly Freethinker” 
(www.chighland.com).
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Nov. 11

Festival of Tables: Seatings at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Decorated tables, 
lunch, entertainment, door prizes, raffles. $20. 
Call 828-890-8065 for tickets. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Veterans Dinner: 5 p.m., Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. All veterans and
their spouses are invited to come and enjoy the eve-
ning. Free. Program includes Posting of the Colors,
music, recognition of all branches of service, guest
speaker. Call 828-254-7262 to register.

Trey McLaughlin & the Sounds of Zamar:
Contemporary gospel at 7 p.m., Wortham Center 
for the Performing Arts, 18 Biltmore Ave., 
Asheville. $58, $22 age 15 and younger. Visit 
worthamarts.org/ trey- mclaughlin- the- sounds- of-
zamar.

Nov. 12

Online services: Some churches still have online
worship services. Visit church websites for full infor-
mation.

Biltmore Church: All campuses open for on-site
services. Online services at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.bilt-
morechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations in Brevard, east Asheville,
west Asheville/Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston Blvd., Ashe-
ville. View times and locations at www.biltmore-
church.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa.

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedra-
l.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage in Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m. 208 Academy
St. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair accessible. Back
parking lot and street parking available. Visit 
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed,
11:15 a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. services in person and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11 a.m. Enter via
side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed on church
Facebook page and can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m., 216 
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit 
https://tbcasheville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I Eucharist,
Rite II Eucharist with choir, 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist
in person or virtual. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30 a.m., 926
Haywood Road. Also livestreamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 75 Lowe St.
(off Old Clyde Road), Canton. Service also on Facebook.
Nursery available. Visit www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Nov. 14

“Advent: A Season of Surprises” book study: 10
a.m. Tuesdays, Nov. 14-Dec. 19, Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. What’s next
in your life beyond the presents, family gatherings,
Christmas traditions? What are you anticipating or
dreading? Book via Amazon is $19.99. Email Jim Stol-
tenberg at celide1947@gmail.com to register. 

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/testimony/les-
sons 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9
p.m. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit

www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Nov. 15

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

Oasis Study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 6 p.m. Nov. 8
and 15, Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. Introduction to the life and work of
Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran theologian who stood
against Hitler and Nazi Germany. Call 828-693-4890
or visit www.gracehendersonville.com.

Nov. 16

Bible Basics 101: 1-4 p.m. Nov. 16, Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. Does the Bi-
ble seem overwhelming? Intimidating? Confusing? A
mystery? Boring? Not relevant? Whether you need to
brush up on your Bible skills or need to start at the very
beginning, join us for a workshop. Call 828-693-4890
to register.

Nov. 17

Blue Ridge Sacred Chorale concert: 7:30 p.m.,
Brevard First United Methodist Church, 325 N. Broad
St., Brevard. Free but donations appreciated. Visit
www.brevardfumc.org.

Nov. 18

Christian Harmony Shaped-Note Singing: 10
a.m.-3 p.m., Madison County Arts Center, 90 S. Main
St., Marshall. Dinner on the grounds. Free. Call 828-
649-1301 or visit www.madisoncountyarts.com.

Nov. 19

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: In person
or via Zoom at 2:30-4 p.m., Friends Meeting, 227 Edge-
wood Road. Topic is “Ethical Culture at the Parliament
of the World’s Religions-Again!” by Anne Klaeysen.
Visit http://EHSAsheville.org.

Nov. 23

Thanksgiving Day dinner: 1 p.m., Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. Sign up by
calling 828-693-4890 and note how many are coming
with you. Bring a dish to share.

Dec. 9

Lake Junaluska’s Candlelight Lessons and Car-
ols: Harp prelude at 6:45 p.m. followed by service at 7
p.m. in Memorial Chapel at Lake Junaluska in Hay-
wood County. Traditional English service will feature
Scripture readings and corresponding music.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Baltimore church to end religious services
after priest suspended 

BALTIMORE – The Archdiocese of Baltimore will
end religious services at one of the city’s Catholic
churches after its longtime pastor was recently sus-
pended from ministry because he admitted to making
a payment several years ago to settle sexual harass-
ment allegations.

Last month, Father Paschal Morlino was dismissed
from his position at St. Benedict Church in southwest
Baltimore, where he served for nearly 40 years and be-
came known for his efforts to help residents of poor
neighborhoods surrounding the church.

Few details about the 2018 complaint against Morli-
no have been released. Church officials have said they
regarded “alleged sexual harassment of an adult man.”
The complainant died in 2020 and a lawyer represent-
ing him in the case has declined to comment citing a
non-disclosure agreement.

Officials with the archdiocese also said in a state-

ment Saturday that they are investigating another
complaint against Morlino involving sexual abuse of a
minor. They said the abuse allegedly occurred in 1993.
Morlino denied the allegation, according to the state-
ment.

St. Benedict is owned and operated by Saint Vin-
cent Archabbey in Pennsylvania, the oldest Benedic-
tine monastery in the country. In a separate joint
statement with the archdiocese on Saturday, monas-
tery leaders said they wouldn’t name a new pastor to
replace Morlino. They said the “difficult decision was
made based on the limited number of clergy available.”

Morlino, 85, returned to the monastery in Pennsyl-
vania after being suspended from his job as pastor.

The church in Baltimore will continue to host com-
munity events and outreach programs, but officials
said that parishioners are being rerouted other
churches for Mass and other religious services.

The archdiocese said it learned about the settle-
ment last month when reporters for The Baltimore
Banner inquired about it. Officials said they immedi-
ately opened an internal investigation and decided to
dismiss Morlino.

RELIGION BRIEFS

The Catholic Archdiocese of Baltimore will end
religious services at St. Benedict Church in
southwest Baltimore, after becoming aware of a
payment made by its longtime pastor several years
ago to settle sexual harassment allegations. AP


