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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Oct. 28

Trunk or Treat and Fall Fun Fest: 2-5 p.m., Family
Life Center (Bethel Christian Academy), 100 Park St.,
Canton. Hosted by Bethel Baptist Church. Also walk
through Judgement House 7 p.m. Oct. 27-29.

Oct. 29

Online services: Some churches still have online
worship services. Visit church websites for full infor-
mation.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville.
12:30-7 p.m. Sunday-Friday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday.
Visit www.groceumc.org.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Abernethy Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 1418 Patton Ave, Asheville.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, First United
Methodist Church, 566 S. Haywood St., Waynesville.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon-6 p.m. Sunday.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31 at Fletcher United
Methodist Church, 50 Library Road, Fletcher. Visit
www.fletcherumc.org.

Trunk or Treat: 4-6 p.m., First Baptist Church,
Academy Street, Canton. 

Trunk or Treat: 3-5 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Trick or treat, explore fire truck. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Trunk or Treat and Fall Festival: 6-8 p.m., Beulah
Baptist Church, 483 Sunset Circle, Canton. 

Biltmore Church: All campuses open for on-site
services. Online services at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.bilt-
morechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations in Brevard, east Asheville,
west Asheville/Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston Blvd., Ashe-
ville. View times and locations at www.biltmore-
church.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedra-
l.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage in Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m. 208 Academy
St. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair accessible. Back
parking lot and street parking available. Visit 

www.uccasheville.org.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on

YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed,
11:15 a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. services in person and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11 a.m. Enter via
side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed on church
Facebook page and can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m., 216 
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit 
https://tbcasheville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I Eucharist,
Rite II Eucharist with choir, 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist
in person or virtual. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30 a.m., 926
Haywood Road. Also livestreamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 75 Lowe St.
(off Old Clyde Road), Canton. Service also on Face-
book. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Oct. 31

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/testimony/les-
sons 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9
p.m. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Nov. 1

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

Nov. 4

Fall and winter bazaar: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Barnabas
Catholic Church, 109 Cresent Hill Road, Arden (behind
the bakery outlet). Place advance order of 12 cinnamon
rolls for $10 by calling Mary at 828-545-1794. 

Holiday Craft Fair and Bake Sale: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Etowah United Methodist Church, 110 Brickyard Road,
Etowah. Visit www.EtowahUMC.org/outreach.

Nov. 8

Oasis Study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 6 p.m. Nov. 8
and 15, Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. Introduction to the life and work of
Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran theologian who stood
against Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany. Call 828-693-
4890 or visit www.gracehendersonville.com.

Nov. 11

Festival of Tables: Seatings at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Decorated tables, lunch, en-
tertainment, door prizes, raffles. $20. Call 828-890-
8065 for tickets. Visit www.millsriverpresbyterian.org
.

Veterans Dinner: 5 p.m., Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. All veterans and
their spouses are invited to come and enjoy the eve-
ning. Free. Program includes Posting of the Colors,
music, recognition of all branches of service, guest
speaker. Call 828-254-7262 to register.

Nov. 14

“Advent: A Season of Surprises” book study: 10
a.m. Tuesdays, Nov. 14-Dec. 19, Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. What’s next
in your life beyond the presents, family gatherings,
Christmas traditions? What are you anticipating, what
are you dreading? Book via Amazon is $19.99. Email
Jim Stoltenberg at celide1947@gmail.com to register.

Nov. 16

Bible Basics 101: 1-4 p.m. Nov. 16, Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. Does the Bi-
ble seem overwhelming? Intimidating? Confusing? A
mystery? Boring? Not relevant? Whether you need to
brush up on your Bible skills or need to start at the very
beginning, join us for a workshop. Call 828-693-4890
to register.

Nov. 19

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: In person
or via Zoom at 2:30-4 p.m., Friends Meeting, 227 Edge-
wood Road. Topic is “Ethical Culture at the Parliament
of the World’s Religions-Again!” by Anne Klaeysen.
Visit http://EHSAsheville.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Emerging from an intense evangelical-pentecostal
environment in teen years, a friend and I were invited
by some adult men to a serious model of Bible discus-
sion called Bible Study Fellowship (BSF-bsfinterna-
tional.org). We were sent home each week with pages
of “homework” – some unknown person’s commen-
tary on selected biblical passages and very selective
questions to answer. Men and women met separately
(for some “biblical” reason, I assume) and a facilitator
led the discussion on the week’s lesson. I remember
nothing from those lessons, probably since I had en-
tered a Christian college about that time where profes-
sors provided deeper investigations of biblical texts in
the context of history. I learned there were many dif-
ferent ways of approaching this ancient literature. I
never returned to BSF. 

Upon reflection, I understood that BSF presented a
very sectarian kind of biblical interpretation that
could be characterized as a rather orthodox Calvinistic
form of Christianity. The world is lost in sin, separate
from God, so we are the ones chosen to save the lost by
giving them Bibles and telling them what it says and
means. The world must hear the message of Jesus
from a specific, restrictive viewpoint, and that hap-
pens when the Bible is distributed around the world,
interpreted within the very narrow perspective of BSF. 

The English founder of BSF, Audrey Wetherell John-
son, served as a Bible-smuggling missionary to China
in the 1930s. Before addressing a group of women in

California, Johnson remarked: “I never worried what
to wear when I was teaching pagans.” Finding plenty of
“pagans” and eager believers in America, she attracted
an audience of students with her views on scripture.
“By 1980, Miss Johnson had been writing BSF lessons
and leading a blossoming ministry for more than 25
years.” Her retirement led to the organization relocat-
ing to San Antonio, Texas. “Today, Bible Study Fellow-
ship – through Men’s, Women’s, Student, Children’s
and Newborn groups, BSF Online and BSF’s WordGo
app — serves more than 400,000 class members on six
continents in more than 120 nations.” An impressive
expansion. With assets of $64 milliion for 2021 and
over $22 million in expenses, including $11 million in
salaries and benefits, BSF has become a major minis-
try. Which raises another question: How is “studying”
a book a “ministry”? When treating ancient scriptures
as an evangelistic ministry, there is a clear motive to
convert and convince.

Though not a church, BSF has a “Statement of Faith”
that includes their own creed:

“We believe that the 66 books of Holy Scripture as
originally given are in their entirety the Word of God
verbally inspired and wholly without error in all that
they declare and, therefore, are the supreme and final
authority of faith and life.” This is serious, literalistic
Fundamentalism. 

As with most supernaturalistic belief systems, BSF
asserts: “We believe that all believers are called to be in
the world but separate from it.” This fits well with their
vision:

“We believe in the imminent, visible and bodily re-
turn of Christ to this earth to set up His kingdom and to
judge the world in righteousness.” Believers in the im-
minent “End Times” have come and gone for 2,000
years. In the credulity of youth, I believed the urgent

message BSF was preaching: Christ is Coming Soon!
(in the 1970s). This is the historic pattern of the evan-
gelistic message meant to draw in more believers, joy-
fully and fearfully assenting to the never-ending “He’s
Coming” message.

In terms of evangelism – preaching what some call
“good news” – BSF teaches the following:

“We believe that Christians are called to witness for
Christ, to preach the gospel to all nations and to study
the Bible personally through the power of the indwell-
ing Holy Spirit until each one is matured into the pre-
ordained purpose of God for him.” Let’s be clear: to be
“mature” in faith is to accept the conservative, funda-
mental, evangelical opinions of BSF. What we might
find interesting is how this fits in with Jesus’ own mes-
sage. Sure, take the “good message” to the world, but
did Jesus teach his students to “study the Bible”? For
that matter, did Paul teach early Christians to handle
his letters as holy scripture? Doubtful on both counts.
And even if Jesus told his followers to “study the Bible,”
which Bible would he hold up? The only one he knew
was his family’s scripture: the Hebrew Bible. And how
do you seriously study a “sacred” book written by hu-
man hands? Who is qualified to teach it? What theo-
logical biases do they bring to the book and pass along
to students? Are they trafficking in theology? 

This is, in effect, the gospel according to BSF. Their
mission is “to magnify God and mature His people.” 

Taking a magnifying glass to these ministries can
certainly be a process of maturing.

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith chap-
lain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer and hu-
manist celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol
Hovis, live in Asheville. His books and blogs are 
presented on “Friendly Freethinker” 
(www.chighland.com).

BSF: Smuggling Bibles and trafficking in theology

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Pope’s big synod on church future 
produces first document, but differences
remain over role of women

ROME – Pope Francis’ big meeting on the future of
the Catholic Church headed into its final stretch
Wednesday, with differences over the role of women
still dividing the assembly even as it produced its first
document after a month of debate.

The Vatican released a letter from the 364-member
synod, or meeting, to rank-and-file faithful, updating
them in general terms on where things stand in their
deliberations. It was approved 336-12 by the voting
members of the assembly, which for the first time has
included 54 women voting alongside bishops.

The letter said the church going forward must be
committed to listening to everyone, especially the poor
and marginalized and victims of abuse by clergy. The
church, it said, must commit itself “concretely and
structurally to ensuring that this does not happen
again.”

Francis called the meeting back in 2021 as part of
his efforts to reform the church and make it more wel-
coming and responsive to the needs of the faithful to-
day. During two years of preliminary consultations
among Catholics around the world, there was a near-
universal call for the church, which bars women from
its highest ranks, to open up greater opportunities for
women to take on decision-making roles and have
their voices heard.

The whole process has generated tremendous hope
for change among progressive Catholics and resis-
tance from conservatives. In the letter released
Wednesday, synod members made clear that those
differences remain and will be outlined in more detail
in a 40-page synthesis document that will be voted on
Saturday night.

“There are multiple challenges and numerous ques-
tions: The synthesis report of the first session will
specify the points of agreement we have reached,
highlight the open questions, and indicate how our
work will proceed,” the letter said.

Delegates will return to Rome in October of next
year to continue the debate and present final propos-
als or conclusions to Francis.

RELIGION BRIEFS


