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home run
The Babe’s other

‘I
’ve tried ’em all, I really have,” Susan Sarandon’s character Annie Savoy says in the movie “Bull

Durham.” But “the only church that truly feeds the soul, day in, day out, is the Church of Baseball.” h

If your beliefs look anything like Annie’s, then you surely know that October is the equivalent of the

Jewish High Holy Days, Christianity’s Holy Week and the Muslim month of Ramadan rolled into

one, because you are eating and breathing the MLB playoffs and World Series. h If you are like the majority of

Americans, though, the game is just not on your radar, unless you live in a city with a team that’s still in the

running. And, as even lovers of the game must admit, baseball is certainly no longer the “national pastime.” h

But there is one part of the game that still makes home-page news: the home run. 
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See RUTH, Page 3C

Ruth helped Americans get comfortable with Catholicism
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LIVING

“We were witnesses of what we did
not wish to see…” This line from “Invisi-
ble Man,” Ralph Ellison’s powerful novel
of personal revelation and injustice, of-
fers a hint of what the book is really call-
ing us to: to witness, to see what we
don’t really want to see. This has pro-
found implications for the relevance or
irrelevance of religious faith as we’ve
known it. Since faith primarily concerns
the “unseen,” it must be asked how this
applies to human beings who are over-
looked or ignored.

Have you ever wondered why the Je-
sus story isn’t about an incarnate deity
sitting on a golden throne in a high pal-
ace wearing a beautiful robe and be-
jeweled crown? From that lofty posi-
tion, he could have given commands
and pronouncements for years and
changed the world with every word.
People would ascend to fall at his scent-
ed feet. Earthly kings and armies
wouldn’t dare challenge the rule of the
King of Kings. No, this isn’t the story. A
poor child of teen parents who live in an
oppressive Roman state grows up to be a
wandering teacher among the poorest
of the land. We could say he made the
invisible visible, calling each one to be a
witness, not so much of his greatness,
but of their own. 

Who or what did the Nazarene make
visible or “materialize”? Was his con-

cern primarily for the immaterial? If so,
why materialize, become visible flesh
and blood? Some will say it’s because he
was “sent for a purpose, God’s plan of
salvation; he had to live in order to die.”
However, why live a short life in a mortal
human shell, spend precious hours
teaching about ethical conduct, touch-
ing the untouchable, seeing the unseen,
simply to fulfill his “true purpose” — giv-
ing up that compassionate life to please
his Heavenly Parent? 

These things are better left to the pro-
fessional God-talkers (theologians).
Staying with the theme of invisibility,
Ralph Ellison’s main character becomes
a symbol for people whose lives are of-
ten short and suffused with suffering
because they are not really seen for be-
ing human. They live without really be-
ing alive, at least in the sight of the

proudly visible, the powerful who con-
trol the visible world. 

But truth be told, no one, even the
powerful, can control who is visible or
valued, manage what is seen or goes un-
seen. They certainly try, but each per-
son must decide, must choose to see, to
manage their own field of vision, and, if
it matters, to make themselves visible.
And it’s not only about visibility. Being
visible is only the first step. Then the
question becomes: visible for what, for
whom? To be known, recognized, re-
spected for being a unique individual
with a name, face and life story. 

The Invisible Man becomes a very
visible figure in Harlem, a popular
speaker for the “Brotherhood” consist-
ing of both White and Black citizens. He 

Seeing the unseen, hearing the unheard

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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I encourage each one to read the six verses found in
Acts 2:42-47. In these few verses, Luke reminds us of
“the way we were” as a church and as God’s people. It is
so easy to get away from God’s intentions and expecta-
tions for us. But we are reminded that the church was
built upon the foundation of three practices; the salva-
tion story (which is the birth, life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus), the fellowship of its people (together-
ness, community, the accountability with each other,
the church) and prayer (both private and corporate, si-
lent and verbal). It is upon these three sacred practices
that we build our relationship with Jesus and others.
And it is around these three practices that our faith
journey within the church is formed. We must be re-
minded that it is upon Christ, the solid rock, that we
build our church and upon which it grows. This is the
“way we were.”

The “way we were” in Acts, as the first disciples in
the early church, can once again be the way we are to-
day. My prayer is that our church and our new denom-
ination will seek earnestly the path that restores us to
the scriptural holiness grounded in the Biblical truths.
“The way we were” when John Wesley set the world on
fire transforming lives through the power of the Holy

Spirit.
What a wonderful “homecoming“ we experienced

these past few days. The Holy Spirit opened our eyes to
the “way we used to be as a church,” as we worshipped
and embraced the unity of God’s people. 

The first Annual Conference of our new denomina-
tion gave hope to me and the others who were there, to
the 138 pastors ordained as elders, to all who lifted
voices to sing the hymns of the church once again, to
our bishop who has prayed for 30 years for a revival
and a Wesleyan movement like the one that swept
Europe and America over 250 years ago. We now have
a God-given opportunity to throw off the baggage that
has dragged our churches down and begin with a new-
ness, starting over and doing church the way God in-
tended it to be done.

The first Global Methodist Church Annual Confer-
ence in North Carolina turned out to be a revival. Three
days of worship with prayers, singing, testimonies,
preaching, altar calls, and with just a little time set
aside for conference reports. Even the ones giving re-
ports turned that time into praise and prayer. I can
imagine that this was the way it was with the meetings
of the early church that we read about in Acts. I also
believe this was the “way we were” in the days of John
Wesley and Francis Asbury, the first American bishop,
when the main focus of the church was to make dis-
ciples and spread the gospel to as many as possible.

Somewhere along the way the church lost its way,
its leaders became more concerned about power, sta-
tus, politics and the climb up the ladder to more presti-

gious appointments. But all that has changed with the
new denomination that you are a part of. Now is the
time when we take back our Wesleyan doctrine, tradi-
tions and heritage. Now is our chance to start new with
how church is done, to throw out the bad habits we
have practiced so long, to stop wasting our money on a
top-heavy organization and to keep more of our re-
sources at the local church level.

We are continually faced with challenges as God’s
people, whether as part of the Global Movement or in
other denominations. We must realize the desperate
need for revival and reform in all our churches. Change
in how we worship God in our churches begins with
how we worship God in our souls. if we are not serious
about following Jesus in full surrender of our lives, the
life and growth of all our churches and the Global
Church will soon find itself falling into the same old
habits, same old practices, which have failed and dis-
pleased God in the previous years.

Jesus said, “I will make all things new." If we allow
him, he will take the ways we used to do church in the
past before we lost our way, and make them new again.
He can take our local churches and make them into
beacons for the community and the world.

Look where he has brought us. And there is so much
more that he has for us. Let’s trust him, let him change
us and listen to his voice as he directs our path. 

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, retired Methodist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com.

Making the church into a beacon
for the community and world

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Oct. 14

Classic Car Show: 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Newbridge Bap-
tist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. $15 registra-
tion fee per entry, registration ends at noon. Awards,
music, food, door prizes. For more information contact
Keith Kiser at kiserk1@yahoo.com.

Oct. 15

Online services: Some churches still have online
worship services. Visit church websites for full infor-
mation.

Kirkin’o’ the Tartans: 8:30 and 11 a.m., Brevard-Da-
vidson River Presbyterian Church, 249 E. Main St.,
Brevard. Bagpipe music by Montreat Scottish Pipes
and Drums band, led by Pipe Major Joe Bailey. A pa-
rade of traditional banners at both services.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville.
12:30-7 p.m. Sunday-Friday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday.
Visit www.groceumc.org.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Abernethy Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 1418 Patton Ave, Asheville.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, First United
Methodist Church, 566 S. Haywood St., Waynesville.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon-6 p.m. Sunday.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31 at Fletcher United
Methodist Church, 50 Library Road, Fletcher. Visit
www.fletcherumc.org.

Fall Sabbath Getaways: Through Oct. 28 at Mon-
treat Conference Center in Montreat. Enjoy God’s cre-
ation, spend time in prayer, work on next sermon with-
out having a structured program. Visit
www.montreat.org.

Biltmore Church: All campuses open for on-site
services. Online services at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.bilt-
morechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations in Brevard, east Asheville,
west Asheville/Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston Blvd., Ashe-
ville. View times and locations at www.biltmore-
church.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedra-
l.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage in Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: 11 a.m. 208 Academy
St. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at

www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m, 20 Oak St.,

downtown Asheville. Wheelchair accessible. Back
parking lot and street parking available. Visit 
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed,
11:15 a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. services in person and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville
Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11 a.m. Enter via
side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed on church
Facebook page and can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m., 216 
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit 
https://tbcasheville.org/ Nursery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m. Rite I Eucharist,
Rite II Eucharist with choir, 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist
in person or virtual. 60 Church St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Visit www.trinityasheville.org.

West Asheville Baptist Church: 10:30 a.m., 926
Haywood Road. Also livestreamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 

West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m., 75 Lowe St.
(off Old Clyde Road), Canton. Service also on Face-
book. Nursery available. Visit
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Oct. 17

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/testimony/les-
sons 7 p.m. Small groups 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9
p.m. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Oct. 18

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Groce United

Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

Oct. 22

Hiking Retreat: “A Retreat in Wilderness and Dis-
cipleship: Encounter God in Wild Places through the
Story of Hudson Stuck” Oct. 22-25, Valle Crucis Con-
ference Center, near Boone. Hosed by Episcopal
Church of St. John in the Wilderness-Flat Rock. Op-
tional group hikes for various ability levels. Register at
https://vcconferences.org/programs#
Hudson.

Fall Festival: 3-6 p.m., Fletcher United Methodist
Church, 50 Library Road, Fletcher. Costumes, games,
prizes, candy and more in Pirates Cove. Free admis-
sion, hot dogs and goodies.

Oct. 25

Fall Festival: 6 p.m., Mills River United Methodist
Church, 137 Old Turnpike Road, Mills River. Free food
truck, games, candy, music, bounce houses, slides. 

Trunk or Treat: 5:30-7:30 p.m., First United Meth-
odist Church, 29 Newfound St., Canton. Food, bounce
houses, hayrides in lower parking lot.

Oct. 28

Trunk or treat and Fall Fun Fest: 2-5 p.m., Family
Life Center (BCA), 100 Park St., Canton. Hosted by Be-
thel Baptist Church. 

Oct. 29

Trunk or Treat: 4-6 p.m., First Baptist Church,
Academy Street, Canton. 

Trunk or Treat: 3-5 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Trick or treat, explore fire truck. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Trunk or Treat and Fall Festival: 6-8 p.m., Beulah
Baptist Church, 483 Sunset Circle, Canton. 

Nov. 4

Fall and winter bazaar: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Barnabas
Catholic Church, 109 Cresent Hill Road, Arden (behind
the bakery outlet). Place advance order of 12 cinnamon
rolls for $10 by calling Mary at 828-545-1794. 

Holiday Craft Fair and Bake Sale: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Etowah United Methodist Church, 110 Brickyard Road,
Etowah. Visit www.EtowahUMC.org/outreach.

Nov. 11

Festival of Tables: Seatings at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Decorated tables, lunch, en-
tertainment, door prizes, raffles. Partial proceeds ben-
efit Crossnore Communities for Children in Henderson
County. $20. Call 828-890-8065 for tickets. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR

presents their message of racial unity and the eleva-
tion of human rights, equality, justice. Gradually he
learns he’s being used by powerful Whites and other
Blacks who’ve bought into a culture manipulated by
Whites to retain power. In a sense, the Invisible Man
becomes visible to himself as the circumstances reveal
what is most hidden. Encountering a multi-faceted
character named Rinehart causes him to face himself
in the mirror of his own mind, to understand layers of
visibility and influence. He sees there in a “rind” and a
“heart.” He asks himself: “What is real anyway?” Con-

fronting what shields his self from others and even
from himself, he tries to peel back the rind to the heart
of life’s contradictions: “Perhaps only the unbelievable
could be believed. Perhaps the truth was always a lie.”

Near the conclusion, the Invisible Man gets clarity.
The thick fog of doubt clears enough for him to identify
the illusions that have kept him invisible. Leaders of
the Brotherhood “were blind, bat blind, moving only by
the echoed sounds of their own voices. Here I had
thought they accepted me because they felt that color
made no difference, when in reality it made no differ-
ence because they didn’t see either color or men.” They
were “each attempting to force his picture of reality
upon me and neither giving a hoot in hell for how
things looked to me.” All these people had been using
him — though not really him since they didn’t care to

know or truly see his humanity — so he came to a fun-
damental realization: “I now recognized my invisibil-
ity.”

Ellison’s character made their blindness visible,
and in the darkness of their vision he saw his own in-
visibility — his invisibility became visible, at least to
him. In a brilliant flash of self-empowerment he
claims: “I’d make invisibility felt if not seen.”

Do we dare to see, hear, feel?

Chris Highland was a minister and interfaith chap-
lain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer and hu-
manist celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol
Hovis, live in Asheville. His books and blogs are pre-
sented on “Friendly Freethinker” (www.chigh-
land.com).

Highland
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