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LIVING

J
oy Ryan has survived the death of her husband and all three of her sons, a

severe illness in 2008 and a recent bout with COVID-19. She has outlived so

many friends and family that she has lost count. • That may be why, at age 93,

Ryan is living life more fully than most people half her age. • Just last month,

Ryan – who goes by Grandma Joy – became the oldest known person to visit every

single one of America’s 63 national parks. Along the way, she has ziplined in West

Virginia’s New River Gorge, gone whitewater rafting in Alaska, rolled down 100-foot

sand dunes in Colorado and survived a moose charging in Montana. • Now Grandma

Joy is setting her sights on her next big adventure: visiting all seven continents and

gazing at the tallest mountain peaks on each of them, starting next month with her

third continent: Africa. • “It’s never too late,” Grandma Joy told USA TODAY from her

hometown, Duncan Falls, Ohio. “If you only get a week, so what? What would you have

if you had just stayed at home that week?”

Grandma Joy
faces the wind 
in Kenai Fjords

National Park in
Alaska in 2021.

Discovering JOY
93-year-old grandmother from Ohio overcomes loss to travel the world

Brad Ryan and Grandma Joy of Duncan
Falls, Ohio celebrate their visit to Maine’s
Acadia National Park in 2019.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BRAD AND JOY RYAN

Amanda Lee Myers USA TODAY

See TRAVEL, Page 2C
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Visiting family in Portland, Oregon,
we went out for dinner in a local church
that was transformed into a restaurant,
bar and night club. The owner greeted us
with smiles and invitations to join in the
evening’s karaoke (only one of us did
that, singing a great rendition of “Piano
Man”). Learning of so many dying
churches across the land, including here
in North Carolina, I wonder if this may be
the future of once “sacred” buildings. Is
“God’s House” becoming “The Peoples’
House”? Is that such a bad thing?

I’ve seen many nearly empty
churches over the years. Some of these
are large, virtually vacant buildings. I al-
ways scan the sanctuaries, imagining
the good use they could be for communi-
ty groups and activities. Fresh out of
seminary, I inquired about a pastoral po-

sition at an urban church that held
church on Sundays while providing the
only movie theater in the neighborhood.
The space was also offered for nonprofit
organizations, classes, dances and
neighborhood meetings. I didn’t get the
position, but was impressed with their
openness and vision.

An Associated Press article caught my
attention (“In Europe’s empty churches,
prayer and confessions make way for
drinking and dancing,” AP, June 22,
2023). “Across Europe, the continent
that nurtured Christianity for most of
two millennia, churches, convents and
chapels stand empty and increasingly
derelict as faith and church attendance
shriveled over the past half century.” One
bishop in Antwerp lamented: “That is
painful. I will not hide it. On the other
hand, there is no return to the past pos-
sible.”

This was startling, if not surprising to
read: “It is a phenomenon seen over
much of Europe’s Christian heartland
from Germany to Italy and many nations
in between. It really stands out in Flan-

ders, in northern Belgium, which has
some of the greatest cathedrals on the
continent and the finest art to fill them. If
only it had enough faithful. A 2018 study
from the PEW research group showed, in
Belgium, that of the 83% that say they
were raised Christian, only 55% still con-
sider themselves so. Only 10% of Bel-
gians still attended church regularly.”
Other than growth in some highly emo-
tional charismatic churches, this seems
to be true in America as well. As the num-
ber of the faithful dwindles, what will
happen to all those empty parishes and
pews? 

The mayor of a town near Brussels
stated: “In my city we have a brewery in a
church, we have a hotel in a church, we
have a cultural center in a church, we
have a library in a church. So we have a
lot of new destinations for the churches.”
He’s also involved in “repurposing some
350 churches” across the region. Think of
the potential for innovative projects.

One further point of interest was pre-
sented in the article: “Even if Roman
Catholic religion is on the wane, a sense

of the sacral or a need for reflection is
also still present in society, whether one
is religious, agnostic or atheist. And the
aura of tranquility emanating from a
church is hard to match.” I agree. A
church, synagogue, mosque, temple, can
be a peaceful place for contemplation, or
simply to rest from the busy, noisy world.
Some may feel a connection to God or a
higher power; some may feel a connec-
tion to others seeking refuge inside; yet
others may sense a connection to histo-
ry, humanity or the natural world inside
and out. There are as many reasons to go
inside an enclosing, embracing space as
there are human beings. So, yes, even
atheists can find structures originally in-
tended as “houses of God” tranquil
places.

In our chaplaincy work, we often cre-
ated our own sanctuaries or “sacred
spaces.” A free dining room, shelter
meeting room, jail cafeteria or cell, public
park on the grass under shading trees.
Most churches were locked anyway, un-

When churches become concert halls, clubs and cafes

See HIGHLAND, Page 4C

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist
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Pitch Perfect
(2012, Musical comedy) Anna Kendrick,
Skylar Astin FREEFORM, 6 p.m.

The Lusty Men
(1952, Western) Susan Hayward, 
Robert Mitchum TCM, 6 p.m.

The Wedding Singer 
(1998, Romance-comedy) Adam Sandler,
Drew Barrymore COMEDY, 6 p.m.

Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes to Jail
(2009, Comedy) VH1, 6:30 p.m.

Star Trek Into Darkness 
(2013, Science fiction) Chris Pine, 
Zachary Quinto AMC, 7 p.m.

The Proposal
(2009, Romance-comedy) Sandra 
Bullock, Ryan Reynolds E!, 7 p.m.

American Pie
(1999, Comedy) Jason Biggs,
Shannon Elizabeth BRAVO, 7:30 p.m.

Dazed and Confused
(1993, Drama) CMT, 7:30 p.m.

Beverly Hills Cop III
(1994, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, 
Judge Reinhold BET, 8 p.m.

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
(2018, Adventure) Chris Pratt,
Bryce Dallas Howard FX, 8 p.m.

The Hitch-Hiker 
(1953, Suspense) Edmond O’Brien,
Frank Lovejoy TCM, 8 p.m.

American Pie 2
(2001, Comedy) Jason Biggs, 
Shannon Elizabeth BRAVO, 9:30 p.m.

Withnail and I
(1987, Comedy) Richard E. Grant,
Paul McGann TCM, 9:30 p.m.

Ocean’s Eleven
(2001, Comedy-drama) TNT, 10 p.m.

The Breakfast Club
(1985, Comedy-drama) Emilio Estevez,
Molly Ringwald CMT, 10 p.m.

World War Z
(2013, Horror) Brad Pitt, 
Mireille Enos AMC, 10 p.m.

Boomerang
(1992, Romance-comedy) 
Eddie Murphy, Halle Berry BET, 11 p.m.

Sweet Home Alabama
(2002, Romance-comedy) FX, 11 p.m.

All times listed are Eastern/Pacific Time. Shows air one hour earlier in
Central/Mountain Time.
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LA TIMES CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1 Mark for good

13 NYC nabe
14 Grand Canal 

conveyance
15 Fill
16 Crime fiction by 

Jo Nesbo, e.g.
17 Sushi order with 

avocado “scales”
19 Bankable 

vacation hrs.
20 Book with 

“Solitude” and 
“The Pond in 
Winter” chapters

21 Happy cry
23 Wipe
24 Pipe choice, 

initially
27 Dangerous 

nestful
31 QB mishap
32 First name in the 

Basketball Hall of 
Fame

35 River in a Best 
Picture title

36 After-dinner talk?
39 Time pieces
40 Convincing
41 Spanish “here”
42 Fighting words?
44 Govt. agent

pants?
47 G, in the key of C
49 Kicks back
50 Sound of reproof
53 Salsa verde base
57 Bird that appears 

on the Australian 
$20 banknote

59 Ceremonial 
promises

61 “Gorgeous!”
62 Mar liquid
63 Skittish sorts on 

TV?
64 Catches

DOWN
1 Common adult ed 

offering
2 Cole Porter song 

whose lyrics 
mention the 
Kinsey Report

3 Mountebanks
4 San Diego burger 

chain whose 
name comes 
from surfing slang

5 V
“Firebrand” role

6 High style
7 Lacy mat
8 Inspector 

nemesis
9 Craving

10 Muscle car 
feature

11 Quarreling
12 Fatty cut at a 

sushi bar
14 Word in some 

German names
16 Partisan leader?
18 “Freaks and __”:  

short-lived sitcom  
with a cult 
following

20 Multimedia artist 
and activist Ai

22 Himalayan herd
24 Pulitzer- and 

Tony-winning 
play about a 
mathematical 
genius

25 Periphery
26 Gave away
28 Structure for 

some Indigenous 
spiritual 
ceremonies

29 Allocates

30 Raga  
instruments

34 Dudes
37 Takeout menu 

possessive
38 TV journalist 

Lesley
43 “One Mississippi” 

creator/star Tig
46 “The Cat Who ... ”  

first name

48 Spots for studs
49 Sch. based in 

Hyde Park, N.Y.
50 MMA calls
51 “Too __?”
52 Eyeliner option
54 Benji, e.g.
55 The “A” of 

STEAM
56 Attempt
58 Metric speed 

meas.
60 Carrier to Oslo

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Jamey Smith 7/8/23

Friday’s Puzzle Solved

7/8/23

CRYPTOQUOTE
AXYDLBAAXR is LONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another.
In the sample above, A is used
for the three Ls, X for the two
Os, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and
formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code
letters are different.

COPYRIGHT 2023 KING FEATURES

“Simple Saturday” columns treat ba-
sic technique and logical thinking.

Learning players are introduced to
the finesse early. But some finesses are
better than others: A “bad” finesse can’t
win or gains nothing if it does win; a
“good” finesse may gain even if it loses.

At four hearts, South won the first di-
amond with the king and led a trump.
West won and led another diamond to
dummy’s ace. South drew trumps and
led the queen of spades to finesse, but
West won and cashed a diamond. Later,
South lost a finesse in clubs also. Down
one.

FOUR LOSERS

South has four possible losers but an
extra winner in spades he can use to
pitch a diamond from his hand. After he
wins the first trick, he can lead the ace
and ten of spades. No finesse. South
wins West’s diamond return and dis-
cards his last diamond on the queen of
spades. Then he can lead trumps.

Note that South is unlikely to gain,
and may lose as the cards lie, if he wins
the first diamond in dummy and leads
the queen of spades.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: ♠ Q J 6 ♥ K 8 7 3 ♦ A 8 5 ♣ A
6 3. The dealer, at your right, opens one
spade. What do you say?

ANSWER: Had you been the dealer,
you would have opened the bidding
(with a “prepared” one club since you
have no option). When your opponent
opens, you need not act, even with 14
points. This hand has a lot of losers; it is
good for defense but won’t make a good
dummy for your partner if you double
and oblige him to become declarer.
Pass.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

BRIDGE | FRANK STEWART

Simple Saturday

Can’t wait for your answers? 
Find all the puzzle answers at

answers.usatoday.com

 NORTH
 Q J 6
 K 8 7 3
 A 8 5
 A 6 3

WEST EAST
K 7 5 2 9 8 4 3
A 6 4 5
Q J 10 6 9 4 3
9 7 K 8 5 4 2

 SOUTH
 A 10
 Q J 10 9 2
 K 7 2
 Q J 10

South West North East
1  Pass 2 NT Pass
4  All Pass

     
Opening lead — Q

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as
you can by linking letters up, down,
side-to-side and diagonally, writing
words on a blank sheet of paper. You
may only use each letter box once
within a single word. Play with a friend
and compare word finds, crossing out
common words.

BOGGLE BRAINBUSTERS

The Greatest Geek Year Ever: 1982
The CW, 8 p.m. h New Series
This nostalgic four-part docuseries
about the best films of 1982 features
exclusive interviews and never-before-
seen footage of the biggest films of the
year.

A Royal Christmas Crush
Hallmark Channel, 8 p.m. h
Original Film
Ava (Katie Cassidy) accepts the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime to work at the Royal
Ice Hotel, which leads her to a surprise
whirlwind romance with a prince (Ste-
phen Huszar).

V.C. Andrews’ Dawn
Lifetime, 8 p.m. h New Limited Series
Based on V.C. Andrews’ Dawn Cutler
books, this new four-part film series is a
dark family drama about a young wom-
an whose life gets thrown upside down
when she discovers that the parents
who raised her kidnapped her as a

child, and that she really comes from a
wealthy and twisted family of hotel
owners. Starring Brec Bassinger as
Dawn and Donna Mills as the malevo-
lent matriarch of the Cutler family, Lil-
lian Cutler, each film dives further into
the families’ pasts as Dawn navigates
her new life. Secrets of the Morning,
Twilight’s Child and Midnight Whispers
will follow Dawn on Saturdays.

Extraordinary Birder 
With Christian Cooper
Nat Geo Wild, 10 p.m.
Raptors, ravens, hummingbirds and
more are in store in this episode as
Christian Cooper heads to Palm
Springs, California, to discover the wild
and wonderful world of desert birds.
From working with a bird of prey that is
man’s best friend, to digging a condo
for a tiny owl, to seeing majestic migra-
tory great blue herons, Christian learns
what it takes for these feathered crea-
tures to survive in the desert.

“V.C. Andrews’ Dawn” LIFETIME

All times listed are Eastern/Pacific Time. Shows air one hour earlier in Central/
Mountain Time.

 Get expanded coverage 
delivered to your door! 

PREFER
TV GRIDS?

Order TV Weekly 1-855-524-6304 I tvweekly.com/bestof

WHAT TO WATCH | CONTENT BY TV WEEKLY

fortunately presenting a feeling of exclu-
sion to those of us who weren’t members.
In our view, the people who gathered
were the sanctuary, embodying the be-
lief, the idea, that we create safe spaces to
“be human” together. Circles were formed
where everyone felt welcomed, included,
listened to, cared for. Each person was a
“member” just by their presence. Even in
evangelical days, we understood that a
building is not “church,” the people are.

Did Jesus, or any religious leader, in-
tend to construct walls, doors, roofs? I
highly doubt it (and Jesus was a carpen-

ter). Sure, believers need someplace to
gather, to be protected from the weather
(and believers of other faiths?), but I
would suggest the founders of faith tradi-
tions, who were often outsiders sur-
rounded by outsiders, offered instruc-
tions for building faith, and perhaps a
better world, not building another Box of
Belief.

Imagine all the practical uses for emp-
tying churches.

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C
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BOGGLE 
POINT SCALE

3 letters = 1 point
4 letters = 2 points
5 letters = 3 points
6 letters = 4 points
7 letters = 6 points
8 letters = 10 points 
9+ letters = 15 points

YOUR BOGGLE" 
RATING
151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert 
61-100= Pro 
31-60= Gamer 
21-30= Rookie 
11 - 20 = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again

Boggle' BrainBusters Bonus
We put special brain-busting words into the 
grid of letters. Can you find them?

Find AT LEAST FIVE METALS in the 
grid of letters.

www.bogglebrainbusters.com


