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On my list of major concerns, or out-
right worries, it may not be near the top,
yet when I think about it, it’s deeply (or
highly) concerning. The Sky. In partic-
ular, the night sky, but my worries focus
on the sky, day or night. It’s all sky after
all. I read about humans returning to the
moon. I read about the number of satel-
lites launching into orbit. I read … and I
think, and worry. My concerns are glob-
al, environmental and personal—for
many, they may be spiritual too.

The operative phrase is: “when I
think about it.” Perhaps we aren’t sup-
posed to do that too much. Yet this is the
case with many things too disturbing to
look at too closely, too seriously. We’re
urged to think about the exciting possi-
bilities for our near neighbor, the moon.
New bases (research and military) and
maybe a “gas station” to the stars. Bigger
rockets, better communication, sending
a woman or person of color to the lunar
surface. “Think of it!,” we’re told. We’re
dazzled by the technological wonders of
circling machines that give us what we
crave: GPS, internet and phone service.
We orbit ourselves with tech and call it

progress and advancement. I’m “down”
with much of that too, the upness—
higher, faster service. And yet I must ask
myself: who or what is serving whom?
What are the consequences of more
comfort and convenience? What are we
doing to the heavens?

When someone in the Bible looks up
and speaks of “heaven,” they often call
attention to “the heavens,” the sky. May-
be they are pointing to somewhere
above the clouds, beyond the stars? The
image is a rather dramatic up/down the-
ology: “The Lord is on His throne” up
there and the earth down here is His
“footstool.” Some believers look upward
expectantly, their theological tele-
scopes searching the skies for the return
of “the Morning Star.”

Earthlings have high hopes for the
heavens. “Missionaries” (directed by
“mission control”) include the U.S., Chi-
na, Russia, India, Japan and the Euro-
pean Union. The science is amazing, al-
most miraculous or magical. Spell-
bound, we may overlook the fact that
we’re littering these heavenly land-
scapes with toxic trash, strewn over the
pristine soil of our celestial siblings.
Each nation seeks to bring data and raw
materials back to study, while leaving
our human calling-card behind.

Several corporations have set their
marketing sights on the moon as well
(whose face will we see up there? or
maybe a cross?). Closer to our tiny

round home, one company has sent
3,500 satellites into orbit and the FCC
has approved 7,500 more (some are vis-
ible “trains” of light). By 2050 this same
company may have 30,000 in earth or-
bit. But that’s only part of the grand
scheme. As early as 2030 a handful of
companies may have up to 100,000 sat-
ellites in orbit. For a bit more perspec-
tive, there are already over 6,500 satel-
lites in orbit along with thousands more
pieces of junk, somehow avoiding a col-
lision with the International Space Sta-
tion. One estimate puts the number of
space stuff floating around at 500,000.
And all that junk doesn’t stay up there.
Old satellites, booster rockets, etc., “fall
harmlessly” back to earth, usually in the
ocean (another endangered wilder-
ness). 

In our short-sightedness, we view
vast, beautiful open wilderness
places—spaces—as prime real estate
open for exploitation, mining “re-
sources,” and pushing our puny human
plans out beyond Planet Hubris. In my
view, we should treat The Sky as wilder-
ness, and protect it like a National Park
(I once proposed a Neil Armstrong
Moon Wilderness Park). Would it help
to claim the moon, and all celestial orbs,
as sacred sanctuary?

In Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s clas-
sic memoir-novel, “Wind, Sand and
Stars,” these lines entice our eyes up-
ward: “The first stars tremble as if shim-

mering in green water. Hours must pass
before their glimmer hardens into the
frozen glitter of diamonds. I shall have a
long wait before I witness the soundless
frolic of the shooting stars. In the pro-
found darkness of certain nights I have
seen the sky streaked with so many
trailing sparks that it seemed to me a
great gale must be blowing through the
outer heavens.” He’s awestruck by heav-
enly lights without satellites, the natu-
ral, naked nightsky magnified in mag-
nificence, what every creature on earth
deserves to see, the greatest open space
there is—the wilderness above, around,
soundless and full of emptiness. As Carl
Sagan wrote: “We have always been
space travelers” on this globe orbiting a
fiery disk. We share responsibility for
this blue-green rock skipping over the
bottomless ocean of space, as well as
our solar neighborhood.

May our upward view be unobstruct-
ed, displaying only Nature’s sparkling
sands and sparks in the sky, blown by
cosmic winds. 

Chris Highland was a minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years.
He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His books
and blogs are presented on “Friendly
Freethinker” (www.chighland.com).

Consider preserving the heavenly wilderness above
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@
citizentimes.com.

April 23

Online services: Some churches are
still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion.

Concert Series: Vee & Mr. T: 3 p.m.,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Free but dona-
tions welcome. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services. Online ser-
vices at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton
Road, Arden, and satellite locations in
Brevard, east Asheville, west Asheville/
Enka, Hendersonville, Franklin. Also 11
a.m. at Espanol campus, 220 Johnston
Blvd., Asheville. View times and loca-
tions at 
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on www.allsouls
cathedral.org, YouTube and Facebook. 9
Swan St., Biltmore Village, Asheville.
Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-per-
son services. Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. 1895 Greenville 
Highway, Flat Rock. Visit 
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20 Oak
St., downtown Asheville. Wheelchair
accessible. Back parking lot and 
street parking available. Visit 
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 
1245 6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. 
www.gracehendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: 11
a.m. service. Enter via side door from
parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed 
on church Facebook page and 
can be accessed later at 
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.

Trinity Episcopal Church: 8 a.m.
Rite I Eucharist, Rite II Eucharist with
choir, 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist in per-
son or virtual. 60 Church St., downtown
Asheville. Visit

www.trinityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church:

Worship service at 10:30 a.m. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and 
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926
Haywood Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Service also on
Facebook. Nursery available. 75 Lowe
St., off Old Clyde Road, Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

April 25

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship/
testimony/lessons 7 p.m. Small groups
8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Contact
Connie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146. 

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

April 26

Pickleball: 6 p.m. Wednesdays,
Groce United Methodist Church, 954
Tunnel Road, Asheville. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

April 29

Plant swap:10 a.m.-noon, Mills River
Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Bring excess
divided plants, pots, soil, bulbs and
flowers to share. Potted and free-grow-
ing garden plants. Call 828-891-7101 or
visit www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

April 30

Book launch with author Charles
Davidson: Presenting “Foster’s Pie Tin:
Stories of Grace Abounding in a Fallen
World” at 3 p.m., Calvary Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.), 44 Circle St., Asheville.
Portion of book sales benefit Homeward
Bound. Visit
https://charlesndavidson.com.

May 4

National Day of Prayer Meeting:
Noon-12:30 p.m. at Black Mountain
Town Square. The focus will be wisdom,
strength, and protection for govern-
ment leaders on every level. Members of
all local churches, denominations, non-
denominational networks, and Chris-
tian fellowships are encouraged to par-
ticipate.

May 5

“The Power of the Mind: How to
Transform Adversity in Troubled
Times”: 7 p.m., Unitarian Universalist
Congregation, 1 Edwin Place, Asheville.
Talk and book launch with Khentrul Lo-
dro T’Haye’ Rinpoche. Free. Visit
www.katog.org/events.

May 7

“Finding Trust in a Changing
World”: Presented by Lesley Ruth Pitts
at 2 p.m., Black Wall Street AVL, 8 River
Arts Place, Asheville. A loving, divine
presence — available to all — can bring
the kind of reliable stability and support
one can depend on. Free. Hosted by
First Church of Christ, Scientist Ashe-
ville. 

May 13

Italian dinner: Seatings at 6 and
6:20 p.m., take-outs 6:30 p.m., talent
show 7 p.m. Groce United Methodist
Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. $12
in advance or $14 at the door, $6 age 10
and younger, $30 family rate. Call 828-
298-7647 for reservation. Visit
www.groceumc.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR

leaders of the church saw that a com-
mittee of seven was needed to minister
to widows. Luke just may be telling us
that this is a new wonderful beginning
of Jesus’ awesome vision of a world-
wide community of believers called the
church. However, there must be organi-
zation and structure.

Yet in the middle of administrative
church duties, Luke seems to clearly re-
mind us of the reality that the church is
made up of real people who are living in
an imperfect world with problems that
must be addressed. The church consists
of people who have bills to pay, children
and grandchildren to raise, parents to
care for, and questions to be answered.
The incredible thing about all this is that
through Jesus Christ in his church, God
by the power of his Holy Spirit meets us

and gives proof of his love, grace, and
care for each of us.

It is also clear that in the formation of
the early church in the way Jesus in-
tended, it becomes necessary that the
people of the church be transformed by
the Holy Spirit, who will come to them
as Jesus promised in Acts 1:8. It was not
until after the receiving of the Holy Spir-
it in cleansing power at Pentecost were
the disciples in the name of the church
instructed to care for the widows and
others. Serving others and caring for the
unfortunate is to be done from a heart of
love transformed by Jesus’ love poured
out for each of us.

About eight years have passed since I
was invited to speak with a group of
about 20 incredible people at Abernathy
United Methodist Church in Asheville. I
will never forget the experience of being
with this group of mostly elderly folks.
One by one, each person greeted me and
each other with warm words, hand-
shakes and hugs. As we sat down to

share a wonderful home cooked meal
and pleasant conversation, I began to
feel a connection of my spirit with
theirs. They conducted business, re-
ported on outreach projects, requested
prayer for the hurting, and offered pray-
er. After a very meaningful devotion and
more prayer, I was introduced to speak.

As I made my way forward, I felt that
enough had been said, worship had tak-
en place, love had already overflowed,
and church had happened. As I finished
my talk and began to leave, I again felt
the tugging of their spirits with mine.
Their warm expressions of genuine love
and caring reminded me of Luke’s de-
scription of the early days of the church,
the body of Christ. “The believers devot-
ed themselves to the apostles’ teaching,
to the community, to their shared meals,
and to their prayers. A sense of awe
came over everyone. God performed
many wonders and signs through the
apostles. All the believers were united
and shared everything. They would sell

pieces of property and possessions and
distribute the proceeds to everyone who
needed them. Every day, they met to-
gether in the temple and ate in their
homes. They shared food with gladness
and simplicity. They praised God and
demonstrated God’s goodness to every-
one. The Lord added daily to the com-
munity those who were being saved.”
(Luke 2:42-47, CEB) We must realize
that this outpouring of love, community
spirit, and church growth will only come
when the people allow the burning fire
of Pentecost to cleanse our lives from
sin and then replace it with the desire
for holy living!

From the very first, Jesus called real
people like you and me to follow him, to
visibly, daily, take up our cross and fol-
low him. That’s the real church!

This column is the opinion of the 
Rev. Tim McConnell, retired 
Methodist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com.
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