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EW YORK – Most adults in the United States – including a large majority of

Christians and people who identify with other religions – consider the

Earth sacred and believe God gave humans a duty to care for it. h But high-

ly religious Americans – those who pray daily, regularly attend religious

services and consider religion crucial in their lives – are far less likely than other U.S.

adults to express concern about global warming. h Those are among the key findings in

a comprehensive report released Thursday by the Pew Research Center, which sur-

veyed 10,156 U.S. adults from April 11 to April 17. Its margin of error for the full sample of

respondents is plus or minus 1.6 percentage points.

RELIGIOUS AMERICANS LESS WORRIED ABOUT

CLIMATE CHANGE

Luis Andres Henao ASSOCIATED PRESS

See CLIMATE, Page 3C
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We might imagine the opening of
the biblical book of “Gen A” (Gene-
sis) was written one evening by a
poetic dreamer. They looked up at
the starry sky, and looked down at
the deep brown earth, and won-

dered (all “spiritual” moments are
essentially wonder), asking, per-
haps aloud to the night wind:
“Where did all this come from?” The
poet scratched on their smooth
stone slate: “In the beginning,

someone must have made all this,
the domed cerulean sky and the rug-
ged flat earth. Then the trees and
bees, and you and me. But how, 

Do we have to be the center of everything?
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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when, why?” And a story began to
form.

Origin stories usually place the
storyteller in the center of the ac-
tion. “Gen A,” and frankly the entire
biblical narrative, places humans,
and a very specific group of humans
in a very particular place on the
rough and rocky land, on the main
stage of history. In a sense, a history
before history. The poetic author –
and many others who followed with
their own vivid vignettes – presents
a vision of creator and creation that
could be summarized in the follow-
ing way:

Somehow there was Someone be-
fore Time and Space. The Original
Poet imagined a rock, a very large
rock, and flung it into the void of
space. This Artist dreamed up “day”
and “night,” and on a blank page
called “the heavens” drew a hot
flaming globe and twinkling lights.
Turning the cosmic potter’s wheel,
strange creatures were hand-craft-
ed into fragile shapes. The Breath-
giver exhaled into these mud sculp-

tures and the forms became living
beings. Seeds dropped from star-
filled pockets to grow forests and
fields. From the first dirt beings ani-
mated by water and air, the whole
Human Tribe has descended. 

To look at this story – The Great
Story – from this perspective, offers
a viewpoint that can lead to only one
conclusion: The Universe was made
for us, for humans. We are the most
important creations of a Creator – a
Creative Force or Poetic Power –
who placed us in center focus. Their
primary attention and intention is
Humanity. We are at the center of
the universe – “our” universe.

The eminent astronomer Carl Sa-
gan, lecturing at Cornell in 1994,
said: “There is no center to the uni-
verse.” Though human history is re-
plete with stories that position us at
top center in creation, we fool our-
selves. This is an illusion of the
highest magnitude. Sagan dims our
godlike self-image: “We are not at
the center … we are near an obscure
spiral arm 30,000 light years from
the center of the Milky Way galaxy …
and there may be 100 billion galax-
ies.”

By the way, might want to check
your GPS – our lactic galactic neigh-

borhood (the Milky Way) is about
100,000 light years across, contain-
ing something like 400 billion stars.
And we’re the center of everything?
Joke’s on us (think of driving across
the country with a AAA map from
the 1950s – navigation could be dis-
orienting. As Steinbeck said: “To
find where you are going, you must
know where you are.” Do we really
know where we are in the cosmos?).

Envisioning Sagan’s challenge to
the “It’s All About Us” fantasy, I
drew a spiral. In the center, of
course, is Me. I’m in the middle, the
whole plot of the Great Story is
about me, for me. As we move out
along the spiral we find it’s about My
Family, then My Tribe and their su-
perior beliefs. Expand further to My
Country, and the exceptional Histo-
ry of My Country. Then we come to
My Species and My Planet, then
jump to My Sun and My Solar Sys-
tem. Here we have to pause, pull
over to the side of the road and
check our map closely. We’re defi-
nitely lost. We check the latest star
maps, most recent distant photos
from the Webb telescope, and we’re
no better off than Steinbeck lost
with his dog.

What we face with fearful dizzi-

ness is a farce of our own making:
My Galaxy and the belief that Life is
unique to My World among all
worlds. Really?

In the beginning … we look back
and see the end. “Gen A” hasn’t
helped much. We’re hopelessly be-
wildered by the immensity of the
vastness and grandeur. We call our
awe religion and our wonder faith,
but we stand alone in our hubris,
still believing it’s all for us, begin-
ning to end. 

Thousands of years ago, a wise
teacher in China named Master Lao,
described another kind of spiral
where the centerpoint spins out and
falls back. He wrote, and I para-
phrase: “Cultivate virtue in your-
self, in your family, in your commu-
nity, in your country, in your world …
and it becomes universal” (Tao Te
Ching, 54). That’s probably a more
central and sensible map to follow.

Chris Highland served as a minis-
ter and chaplain for many years. He
is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the
Rev. Carol Hovis, live in Asheville.
His latest books are “Friendly Free-
thinker,” “Broken Bridges” and “A
Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn more at
chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

“So then, my brothers and sisters,
be glad in the Lord. It’s no trouble for
me to repeat the same things to you
because they will help keep you on
track. Watch out for the “dogs.”
Watch out for people who do evil
things. Watch out for those who insist
on circumcision, which is really mu-
tilation. We are the circumcision. We
are the ones who serve by God’s Spirit
and who boast in Christ Jesus. We
don’t put our confidence in rituals
performed on the body,though I have
good reason to have this kind of confi-
dence. If anyone else has reason to
put their confidence in physical ad-
vantages, I have even more:I was cir-
cumcised on the eighth day. I am
from the people of Israel and the tribe
of Benjamin. I am a Hebrew of the He-
brews. With respect to observing the
Law, I’m a Pharisee.With respect to
devotion to the faith, I harassed the
church. With respect to righteousness
under the Law, I’m blameless. These
things were my assets, but I wrote
them off as a loss for the sake of
Christ. But even beyond that, I con-
sider everything a loss in comparison

with the superior value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. I have lost ev-
erything for him, but what I lost I
think of as sewer trash, so that I
might gain Christ and be found in
him. In Christ I have a righteousness
that is not my own and that does not
come from the Law but rather from
the faithfulness of Christ. It is the
righteousness of God that is based on
faith.” (Philippians 3:1-9 CEB) 

Up to this point Paul has been gen-
tle, yet firm, with his words to the
church at Philippi. He writes to them
about how important relationships
with each other and with God are to
the disciple who is seeking the mind
of Christ; how we are to stand on
God’s word as truth; how we are to be
broken vessels, poured out for God’s
kingdom; and how we are to follow
Jesus with overflowing joy. And sud-
denly in this passage, he seems to let
“the hammer fall” as he lashes out at
the Judaizers, the Jewish Christians
who want to add “something” else to
the salvation story. In this case, the
additional “requirement” that some
wanted to add to being “saved by
grace through faith,” was the Jewish
ritual of circumcision. In modern day
English, Paul maybe have asked
these questions; “Are you attempting
to add to the saving work of Jesus
Christ? Do you find yourself trying to
hedge your bets with certain works,

or rituals? What is your primary mo-
tive as a Christian—fear or grati-
tude?” (With Hands Outstretched,
Donald Adams, p. 143)

There are times as parents and
grandparents, we go into a “child-
proofing” mode. I know that when my
wife and I expect our grandchildren
will be coming to see us, we put cer-
tain things that are breakable or dan-
gerous out of reach of little hands. We
put all medicines where they cannot
be found. These precautions are not
only to protect our breakable posses-
sions, but to protect the health and
welfare of our grandchildren.

I think Paul may have been doing
some of the same things with the
household of faith there in Philippi.
Although his “childproofing” may not
be as simple as hiding medicines and
putting away things that are break-
able, Paul was concerned about poi-
sonous attitudes, false teachings,
and unnecessary rituals which were
in danger of being added to, or com-
promising gospel truth. The question
of whether circumcision should be
required as part of the Christian faith
was the focus of Paul’s defense of the
young church. Adding circumcision,
or any other ritual or work, to the gift
of grace for salvation was clearly
seen by Paul as a return to the old
covenant, which had been firmly re-
placed by the new covenant of grace

and faith, and sealed by Jesus on the
cross.

I believe we all want to know the
truth, whether in daily relationships
or from the leadership positions in
our churches. It is a dangerous prac-
tice for leaders and pastors to add to
the truth or take away from the writ-
ten and spoken words of God through
Jesus. What Paul wrote about and
faced in the early church can be
found in our mainline denominations
today, including the United Method-
ist. The gospel truths will endure, no
matter what is done to suppress and
change them, however, we as laity,
pastors, and leaders must proclaim
with Paul, “ I’m not ashamed of the
gospel: it is God’s own power for sal-
vation to all who have faith in God…
(Romans 1:16 CEB)

“Christians everywhere should be
grateful that Paul did not give in for a
moment. As a result, the truth of the
gospel remains with us today.” (With
Hands Outstretched, Donald Adams,
p.154) We are encouraged by Paul’s
example to safeguard the truth that
was first proclaimed by Jesus and lat-
er by the early disciples, the truth
that never changes even in cultures
that do.

This column is the opinion of the
Rev. Tim McConnell, retired Method-
ist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com. 

Safeguarding the truth of Jesus
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two
weeks in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Nov. 26

Advent Lessons & Carols with
choir and Montreat Scottish Pipes &
Drums: 5 p.m. Nov. 26-27, St. James
Episcopal Church, 766 N. Main St.,
Hendersonville. While no tickets are
required, contributions of any
amount are appreciated. A donation
of $10 is suggested.

Nov. 27

Online services: Some churches
are still having online worship ser-
vices. Visit church websites for full
information.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at
9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmore-
church.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton
Road, Arden, and satellite locations.
View times and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily.
Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org.
216 Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m.
Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore
Village, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John
in the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-

person services. Online service at
8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895 Green-
ville Highway, Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton:
Worship service at 11 a.m. Academy
Street, downtown. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20
Oak St., downtown Asheville. Wheel-
chair accessible. Back parking lot
and street parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship
in person and on YouTube at 10:30
a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com
for weekday services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m.
traditional service in person and on
Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person
and livestreamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual
service every second Sunday. Watch
special services and sermons on You-
Tube. 1245 6th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. www.gracehendersonville-
.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Cha-
pel open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake
Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood Coun-
ty. A sacred place for prayer and med-
itation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in per-
son and also on Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425
Hendersonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church:
Service at 11 a.m. Enter via side door

from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-
7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: In-
door worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville. Service also lives-
treamed on church Facebook page
and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and
10:30 a.m and 5 p.m. Sunday ser-
vices, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville.
Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/.
Nursery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
Worship service at 10:30 a.m. Also
livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926
Haywood Road.

West Canton Baptist Church:
Worship service at 11 a.m. Service
also on Facebook. No nursery until
further notice. 75 Lowe St., off Old
Clyde Road, Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Nov. 29

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship
and testimony 7 p.m. Small group
discussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship
9 p.m. Free child care. Contact Con-
nie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every
Tuesday-Thursday, Mills River Pres-
byterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw
puzzles. Visit

www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 4

“The Messiah” oratorio by George
Frederick Handel: 4 p.m., First Bap-
tist Church of Weaverville, 63 N.
Main St. Presented by area communi-
ty choir. Free. For more information
call 645-6720.

Dec. 10

Cookie Walk: 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Mills
River Presbyterian Church, 10 Pres-
byterian Church Road, Mills River.
For $10 purchase an empty bakery
box and fill it with homemade cook-
ies. Each box fits about two dozen
cookies. Pre-packed boxes available.
Also Chex Mix for $5 a bag and soup
mixes in a jar for $8. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Dec. 11

Blue Ridge Ringers handbell
choir: “Rings & Rhythms of the Sea-
son” at 4 p.m., Asheville First Con-
gregational Church, 20 Oak St.,
downtown. Free. 

Holiday Gift Show: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Congregation Beth Ha Tephila. 43 N.
Liberty St., Asheville. Featuring
handmade items, glass, jewelry, ce-
ramics, textiles and much more.

Dec. 17

Blue Ridge Ringers handbell
choir: “Rings & Rhythms of the Sea-
son” at 7 p.m., Hendersonville Pres-
byterian Church, 699 N. Grove St.
Free. 

RELIGION CALENDAR


