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Mural’
BURLINGTON, Vt. – A mural that was

painted in a Vermont synagogue more

than 100 years ago by a Lithuanian im-

migrant – and hidden behind a wall for

years – has been termed a rare piece of

art and has been painstakingly moved

and restored. h The large colorful trip-

tych painted by sign painter Ben Zion

Black in 1910 shows the Ten Com-

mandments with a lion on both sides,

the sun beaming down, and columns

and rich curtains at the borders. Now

known as the “Lost Mural,” it’s a rare

representation of a kind of art that

graced wooden synagogues in Europe

that were largely destroyed during the

Holocaust, experts say. 

found
Long-hidden synagogue painting 

gets rehabbed and relocated

‘Lost
The “Lost Mural” hangs in the entryway of Ohavi Zedek Synagogue, in Burlington, Vt. The mural painted in 1910 by a Lithuanian immigrant, that
was later hidden behind a wall for years, has been rehabilitated and moved and is what experts say is a rare piece of art. AP

Lisa Rathke ASSOCIATED PRESS 

See MURAL, Page 3C

LIVING

A former colleague in California
passed along the sad news that a long-
time friend passed away. Dan was a pas-
tor, a chaplain, a coach, a counselor, and

for me, a significant mentor and cher-
ished friend. This won’t be an obituary
for Dan; more a fond remembrance of a
remarkable guy who left a deep mark on
my life.

From 1990-2000, while working as a
chaplain, I also served as a Parish Asso-
ciate with Dan at St. Luke Presbyterian
Church in San Rafael, California. Dan
was happy to have me lead services with
him, often inviting me to preach a ser-
mon. He welcomed my teaching of

Adult Education classes such as “World
Wisdom Traditions,” “Sacred Scriptures
of the World,” “Interfaith Mystics” and
“Living Buddha, Living Christ,” co-
taught with my friend Lee, a Zen Bud-
dhist priest (one of Dan’s grandfathers
was a Buddhist priest). Every Christmas
Eve, I walked into Dan’s office to “robe
up,” preparing to lead the candlelight
service. Just before entering the sanctu-
ary Dan would invariably make me
smile with comments like: “Alright, let’s

get this baby born!” The tradition be-
came an essential part of my enjoyment
of the season and kept me connected to
“churchianity” even while I was drifting
away. Dan may have been somewhat
disappointed when I left Christian min-
istry, though his steady support of my
decision and ongoing service work was
an invaluable gift.

With a contagious sense of humor, 

Remembering a minister, chaplain, mentor and friend

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 4C



Asheville Citizen-Times - 08/27/2022 Page : C04

August 27, 2022 9:19 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Aug. 28

Online services: Some churches are still having on-
line worship services. Visit church websites for full in-
formation. 

Biltmore Church: All campuses open for on-site
services with safety measures in place. Online ser-
vices at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or
Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite loca-
tions. View times and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedral.org
, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Village,
Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person services. Online service
at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship service at 11
a.m. Academy Street, downtown. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or WPTL
101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m. in person
service Sundays, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on

YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed,
11:15 a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on YouTube. 1245
6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.gracehendersonvil-
le.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:10 a.m. service in
person and also on Facebook or YouTube. www.nativ-
ityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: Service at 11 a.m.
Enter via side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor worship at 11
a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service also lives-
treamed on church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m and 5 p.m.
Sunday services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nursery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship service
at 10:30 a.m. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Worship service at 11
a.m. Service also on Facebook. No nursery until fur-
ther notice. 75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road, Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Aug. 30

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimony 7
p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship
9 p.m. Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Tuesday-Thurs-
day, Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Sept. 10

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festival: 10:45
a.m.-5:30 p.m., 1988 Jericho Church Road, Mocksville.
The Kruger Brothers, Junior Sisk Band, Carley Arro-
wood Band, Big Ron Hunter. About two hours from
Asheville. $15 in advance, $20 at gate, free age 12 and
younger. Visit www.cbcbluegrass.com.

Blessing of the Pets service: 10-10:30 a.m., Mills
River Presbyterian Church, School House Road, Mills
River. For all pets. Held outdoors. Brightly-painted
rocks available for people to write names of past pets,
then rocks may be placed under a Rainbow Bridge.

Sept. 17

Newbridge Community Block Party: 10 a.m.-2
p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Inflatables, outdoor games, music, food,
prizes, representatives from various organizations in
area. Free. Call 828-254-7262.
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and that is how it started.”
Her books are sold on her website, Amazon and in

Givens Books on Lakeside Drive.
From the book, her company Wild Pickle Press was

born, which now includes three other books: “Tom-
boy,” “The Small Grey Goat” and most recently, “Shout
No!” which she published in January 2021.

Her career took an unexpected turn while leading a
small grassroots nature group with 3- to 7-year-olds in
2018.

Ernst said she is fascinated by bugs and snakes and
has never been bothered by them, so she wanted to
teach the children about venomous snakes through a
song after she bought her first ukulele.

“I just picked one up because I really just wanted to
learn it. That’s it. And even though I really wasn’t very
good at it at all at the time, I couldn’t figure out how
someone could possibly sing and strum at the same
time and it felt impossible,” she said. “I thought this
was such a fun little instrument and I couldn’t hardly
put it down.”

She wanted to create a song to help them identify
snakes and what to do if they saw a bear.

From those songs came another song, and another,
and another — until she had enough to make an album
with 20 songs, which she titled “Imagine, Feel, Wan-
der.”

She now has four albums which can be found on
major audio platforms and are played around the
world.

“It all happened organically and unexpectedly but
wonderfully in the same way,” Ernst said. “It’s been a
very beautiful and unexpected journey.”

When she looks back at the past few years, she says
it’s been surreal. One of her songs has been in the run-
ning for a nomination through the Independent Music
Awards, she was invited to and played at the FloydFest
music festival last year and most recently won a na-
tional songwriting contest with California Strawber-
ries.

“Music is a powerful tool. If it’s catchy, they’ll learn
from it,” she said. “I’ve enjoyed teaching through it and
also trying to empower emotions and use my songs to
talk about feelings, use my songs to build confidence
to encourage a love of nature and inspire imagination.”

It was that thought that inspired her most recent
book and song, “Shout No!” — a book teaching kids
how to respond to a tricky or potentially scary situa-
tion with strangers or even friends and family mem-
bers.

She had to be careful when she wrote it. She didn’t
want to frighten children, but she wanted something
they could memorize and not just better understand

tricky situations but also how children could react if
they recognize such situations.

The song is simple but for Ernst, if just one child is
saved from a potentially dangerous situation, it’s
worth it.

In an effort to make sure every child had access to it,
the song is free to download on her website.

“I’m not the best singer in the world and I’m not the
best ukulele player. I’ve never claimed to be those
things, but I have an opportunity to make a positive
and possibly valuable impact on a child or a family in
some way, and not just in America but in different
parts of the world,” she said. “And that’s a very reward-
ing opportunity to be given and I really just try not to
take it for granted.”

Ernst hopes that whatever she shares in the com-
munity will bring value, smiles and education of some
degree.

“I hope people see what I do as just positive and real
and hopefully helpful and also fun,” she said.

Ernst reads her books and plays songs at area li-
braries including at the Campbell County Library Sys-
tem, where she has worked frequently with Events and
Experiences Manager Katie Lane.

Lane met Ernst after she hosted a Dragons and Tea
party for the children at one of the Campbell County
libraries in 2017.

“The fact that she did everything on her own is very
powerful for kids,” Lane said. “And knowing one of
your neighbors in the community was able to get a
book published and sell a book and share their amaz-
ing art — I want to share those stories of people that
live here.”

Ernst donates some of her books to the library so
children can read them right off the shelves, Lane said,
which is helpful for families of lower income levels.

“I just think it’s very noble of her that she makes
sure that no matter the situation, kids have access to
her books, whether they pay for them or not,” she said.
“And then her music, they’re just so much fun to play
and sing along to.”

Lane described Ernst as an “extremely lovely hu-
man” who cares about nature and people.

“And whether that’s through the books or her pho-
tography, she wants to savor every moment, whether
that’s protecting the earth or cherishing those family
moments. She’s just a quality person in every way,”
Lane said.

Ernst 
Continued from Page 2C

Sara Ernst holds books she has written and illustrated, including the award-winning story titled, “Shout NO!
A Child’s Rhyme About Tricky People ... And What To Do.” KENDALL WARNER/THE NEWS & ADVANCE VIA AP

Dan loved to laugh and make you laugh. In this sense,
he reminded me of my jovial Dad. In every Sunday ser-
mon, and in most conversations, Dan had a knack for
joke-telling while sensitive to serious moments that
called for thoughtful words of encouragement. He was
a person of deep faith, yet wide in thinking and loving
in action. He not only made me feel that a chaplain was
no less a minister, but showed how a pastor could be a
down-to-earth human being relatable to anyone.
Along with several other colleagues, we enjoyed shar-
ing non-traditional views (over local brews), as proud
members of “heretics anonymous.”

Dan not only coached a high school girls softball
team, he enthusiastically assumed the position of
coach for the San Quentin baseball team. Deeply re-
spected by prisoners, he was an inspiring role model
for many behind bars and on the field. I think his years
of coaching the team inside a state prison made it nat-
ural for him to transition to chaplaincy in the sheriff’s
department. A few years earlier, while I was the jail

chaplain, I brought Dan inside the facility to meet my
“invisible congregation.” He was clearly comfortable
conversing with the men and women he met in those
dark and lonely spaces. His support meant so much in
those years, especially when our jail chaplaincy was
struggling financially and I was enduring family trou-
bles. 

Dan attended several courses I taught on nature
and spirituality at a local community college. A hum-
ble man, he never let on he was a pastor and teacher for
decades. After one class session, he wrote: “I’m really
enjoying myself – I haven’t been in class for a long time
but yours has made it very worthwhile. You have a very
inviting, welcoming teaching style and each week the
class seems to warm up and want to engage in more
conversation.” Pleased to hear these words, I was
aware he was also describing himself. The fact that
this was from my colleague, mentor and friend gave
the words even more meaning.

Dan’s storytelling skill, especially in sermons, was
engaging. Even as I became less interested in the ritu-
als of worship, he had the ability to express lessons
that I could carry into my emerging secular worldview.
As any good preacher, Dan could make even the most
oldy-moldy biblical passage come alive with rele-

vance. That took artistry.
Endlessly giving of time and heart, Dan volunteered

with the fire department and served several churches,
but the primary thing I want to highlight is the man’s
fundamental human decency. Much of what I learned
about ministry, and continue to respect in some
“church work,” owes a debt to Dan. Yet it was his
friendship that carried through the years. Full of life,
he touched so many of us with his compassionate
presence. It’s that presence he embodied as a minister
and as a man that I will treasure. 

Dan lived for over a decade after his liver transplant,
continuing to do many of the good things he loved. I
was amazed he could stay so active, yet nothing was
going to stop him from serving as an incarnation of in-
spiration.

A “buddy,” a “brother,” my chaplain and my unfor-
gettable friend. I’ll greatly miss him.

Chris Highland served as a minister and chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live
in Asheville. His latest books are “Friendly Freethink-
er,” “Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C


