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LOS ANGELES – Fearing the Monastery of the Angels could be sold for private use or redevelopment, Los

Angeles preservationists and advocates are forming a nonprofit as they seek to acquire and take responsi-

bility for the beloved Hollywood home to cloistered Dominican nuns. h Over the years, the community has

been dwindling as the nuns age and after some died from COVID-19 and other causes, making it difficult to

sustain the monastery’s “democratic way of life.” The Dominican nuns have devoted themselves to studying

Scripture and to praying for those who come to them for guidance and penance.

PROTECTING A
PLACE OF PRAYER
Preservationists seek to acquire 
beloved Hollywood convent
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Among the top go-to sources I click
on for news and, well honestly, interest-
ing stuff, is BBC.com. During one partic-
ular morning of clicking around the site,
flicking by fascinating reads like “The
Mouse with Super-healing Powers” and
“The Forest Tended by an Elusive Gi-
ant,” an article on particles collided with
my attention span. That’s a hint at the
subject: the Cern collider in Switzerland
(“Large hadron collider: A revamp that
could revolutionise physics,” April,
2022). I wouldn’t pretend to grasp even
a particle of understanding here, but I
did find the comments from physicists
explosive.

One Dr. Harper explains: “I’ve been
hunting for the fifth force for as long as
I’ve been a particle physicist.” We all
have some comprehension (I think)

when we’re talking about gravity, mag-
netism and several little nuclear things
(my sophistication is showing), but sci-
entists are spending big time and big
money to build big machines to find …
the smallest bits of the universe. This
would blow my mind, if my mind could
even imagine a “small bit” that might
possibly hold everything together. As
the article describes the exciting chal-
lenge: “As well as believing that they
may find a new, fifth force of nature, re-
searchers hope to find evidence of an in-
visible substance that makes up most of
the Universe called Dark Matter.”

Here’s where my brain matter
shrinks to a neutron. Then, I’m ener-
gized by the electrons of theological
questions. The scientific pursuit of
knowledge, particularly about particles,
building-blocks of our universe, may
have something to say about the eternal
religious pursuit of the Building-Block
Maker.

This thought collides with one trou-
bling fact: As we discover more blocks,
we aren’t uncovering an Undercover
Personality. Unless of course, as I’ll

mention below, one believes the blocks
themselves are a deity.

Do you ever wonder why a Creator of
such marvels, mysteries and matter
would hide behind a cloak or curtain?
Wouldn’t you want to stand out in the
open and proudly announce: “Hey, look
what I made!”? Instead, like the tiniest
bits of the cosmos – like the known and
unknown creative forces – any Creative
Force remains incognito, beyond cogni-
tion.

This leads me to speculate as to the
reason such a being would hide:

1) Perhaps, like the parent of a tod-
dler, this Creator is standing back
watching as we “learn to walk” – hoping
that one day we will toddle back and
show gratitude – maybe a type of Deis-
tic image

2) Perhaps, like a professor, this Cre-
ator has written everything we need to
know on the black blackboard or white
whiteboard of the universe and the rest
is a test – maybe a more philosophical
image

3) Perhaps, like a practical joker, this
Creator is having fun, playing with us –

a great galactic game of hide-and-seek
– maybe a lighter, more insouciant im-
age

As I see it there may be one other op-
tion:

4) Perhaps (as some believers, in-
cluding some believing physicists be-
lieve), like a pantheistic potentate, this
Creator IS the creation, IS the particle,
and every particle – God is Nature and
Nature is God kind of image (all images
colliding into one)

So where does this leave us? Some
people of faith might believe in a blend
of these views. They may feel that the
Creator is a parent, professor, some-
what playful, as well as an essential part
of everything. Others may hold one or
more of these images. 

Near the conclusion of the BBC arti-
cle, Dr. Harper reveals his concerns:
“Because the worst thing in the world
will be that the new physics is there, and
we don’t find it.” His enthusiasm propels
his research forward: “The thing that
drives all particle physicists is that we 

Is a Creator playing hide-and-seek?

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 4C
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Mark 1:9-11
Recently, I have given the sacrament

of baptism much thought. And along
with the thoughts and memories of past
baptisms, I have recalled the first Pente-
cost of the Church and the launching of
the worldwide Gospel movement. In my
mind these two events - the baptism of
Jesus and the baptism of the early
Church at Pentecost - are inseparable.
They are not only ancient sacraments,
but can be and must be fresh and per-
sonal events in the life of a follower of
Jesus.

I recall the many baptisms I have
been blessed to be a part of during my
ministry. There were those who were
baptized in the creeks, rivers, lakes as
well as those precious babies, youths,
and adults baptized at the church altar. I
remember holding each of my grand-
children in my arms, placing the water
on their heads, and saying, “May you
become the disciple that God longs for
you to be!” And at each of these bap-
tisms, the congregation reaffirms their
own baptism with the words, “Remem-
ber you are baptized and be thankful.”

Mark recounts the baptism of Jesus

with these words, “About that time, Je-
sus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and
John baptized him in the Jordan River.
While he was coming up out of the wa-
ter, Jesus saw heaven splitting open and
the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on
him. And there was a voice from heaven:
‘You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in
you I find happiness.’” (Mark 1:9,11 CEB) 

We see Jesus on the day of his bap-
tism walking the 75 miles from his home
to the ancient city of Jericho next to the
Jordan River. From the standpoint of his
divinity he, as God Himself, did not
need the sacrament of baptism. But
from the perspective of his humanity,
Jesus demonstrated, by submitting to
baptism, his resolve to be obedient to
God’s plan of salvation.

Jesus also received God’s approval
for his ministry here on earth. We read
that the heavens opened and the Spirit
of God descended and anointed Jesus,
God’s Son. Then the voice of God was
heard as he put his stamp of approval on
Jesus’ ministry, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God
was pleased because of Jesus’ obe-
dience, his willingness to be our exam-
ple, to live and die for us. Jesus’ baptism
was a resolution of full surrender and an
approval of his work. 

So, as we are asked to remember our
baptism, to remember our confirmation,
and our call to be a child of God, we are
really being asked, “Have you made a

resolution of total surrender to God’s
will and does God approve of the work
that you are doing in his name, in the
name of being a follower of Jesus? Do
you have God’s approval on your con-
duct as you go through each day?” 

Repentance of outward sins is the
first step in preparation for complete
service to God. We know that repen-
tance and accepting Jesus as Lord and
Savior of a person’s life remains the key
to the beginning of the Christian walk.
But all Christians need that second
cleansing which is made possible by an-
other kind of baptism. 

After Jesus’ resurrection, his appear-
ances to his disciples, and before his as-
cension back to heaven, he told them to
go to Jerusalem to wait on the anointing
of the Holy Spirit, the spiritual cleansing
and baptism by the Holy Spirit. This
cleansing of the remaining sin in their
hearts and souls was necessary in order
for them to minister to others as Christ
did. 

At Pentecost, when this cleansing
took place, the disciples allowed the
baptism by the Spirit to take place in
their lives, and were sanctified in total
obedience and surrender to God’s will.
We too must have our personal Pente-
cost, not stopping with repentance and
water baptism, but seeking the second
work of grace in our lives when the fire
falls and burns out all sin. John writes
that the “blood of Jesus Christ cleanses

us from ALL sin.” This includes the sin
that remains after we have given our
lives to God. The sin that causes us to
say unkind words, display a selfish atti-
tude, allow temptations to overcome us,
sin that causes us to do and think in un-
Christ-like ways can be removed. It is
removed by the cleansing act of the bap-
tism by the Spirit. 

Charles Wesley writes, “Refining fire
go through my heart, illuminate my
soul. Scatter Thy light through every
part, and sanctify me whole.” (Galatians
3:27)-Paul says that when we are bap-
tized into Christ, by the Spirit, we put on
Christ. We put on Christ by showing to
others the fruit of the Spirit; love, joy,
peace, self-control, patience, longsuf-
fering, kindness, meekness, unselfish-
ness. We can’t show the fruit consis-
tently and sincerely unless we have
been cleansed, baptized by the Spirit.

Let us remember our baptism as we
remember the baptism of our Lord. Let
us make a resolution, with the help of
the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit at
our Pentecost, to seek to please God and
receive his approval. May we hear his
voice saying, “You are my beloved son,
my daughter, in whom I am well
pleased.”

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, retired Methodist min-
ister. Reach him at tim.mcconnell915@
gmail.com. 

Being obedient to God’s plan of salvation 

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Death, like a Victorian era visitor, of-
ten sends a calling card to announce its
arrival. But death is no gentleman. It
sometimes comes silently, like a robber.
At other times, it delivers a warning. It
fires a shot across the bow; cautions
people to change direction or face the
consequences.

I received my shot across the bow six
years ago. In an annual health checkup,
my doctor heard a bruit in his stetho-
scope. It sounds, he told me, like the
current flowing around a rock in a
stream and signifies a blocked artery.
That led to a diagnosis of a subclavian
steal, a blockage in the large subclavian
artery.

Eventually, I underwent a stress test
and then a heart catheterization, and
then coronary angioplasty and stents.
After the stress test, which I expected to
pass with flying colors, I received a call

from the hospital: “The doctor wants
you here right away, but we have no
openings until Wednesday.”

I, who was feeling fine and had only
recently taken a break from basketball
because of a shoulder injury, replied:
“My wife and I are going hiking this eve-
ning …” At this, the caller raised her
voice in alarm and said, “Don’t do that!
No exertion until you see us on Wednes-
day.” She repeated that line two or three
times to make sure I understood.

Prior to the heart cath, I spoke with
the cardiologist. He said, “I expect it’s a
false positive, but we just need to make
sure.”

It was not a false positive. It turned
out that I had three coronary artery
blockages. One, in the proverbial “wid-
ow-maker” artery, was at 95 percent,
another was at 90 percent, and yet an-
other around 70 percent.

It was a shot across the bow. I, the
basketball playing hiker was not going
to live forever. I had come face to face
with my own mortality.

The doctor encouraged a change in
lifestyle: less red meat, more vegeta-
bles, daily exercise. I already ate a better

diet than most people, walked a couple
of miles a day, and exercised twice a
week. In addition, I had played basket-
ball weekly for decades. I pointed this
out to the cardiologist, who said simply,
“It’s genetics.”

The sound of that warning shot still
echoes. I will die. As they used to say in
the gangster movies, “No one gets out
alive!”

The shot across the bow comes in
various forms. 

For a friend of mine, it came as a pre-
monition of his own death. As he stood
next to his father, who was greeting
mourners at the head of his grandfa-
ther’s casket, he suddenly knew it
would not be long before he stood, his
son by his side, at the head of his fa-
ther’s casket. And then his son would
stand at the head of his casket.

When death fires its shot across the
bow, people respond in different ways.
Some ignore it and continue on, full
speed ahead. Others completely change
course, hoping to avoid death as long as
possible. I chose a middle way: face
facts, make changes – ones that seem
wise within the larger context of my life

– and use the time I have on earth to
know God and love people.

Whether one receives a shot across
the bow or not, to walk in the way of wis-
dom one must neither ignore death nor
fear it. Death, by God’s design, plays an
important role in human lives, and wise
people will take it into account. Yet they
will not overestimate it by regarding it
as life’s most important issue.

A wise person realizes that the shot
across the bow will eventually be fol-
lowed – who knows when? – with a shot
that will land midship. It may be de-
layed; it cannot be prevented. Accepting
this reality and acknowledging God’s
goodness even in death, is a large part of
wisdom.

The wise are not terrorized by death.
If they are Christians, they see death as
transition, not termination. In death
they find, as the Book of Common Pray-
er puts it, “the gate of eternal life.” And
they know who waits on the other side
of the gate.

Shayne Looper is the pastor of Lock-
wood Community Church in Branch
County. Read more at shaynelooper.
com.

The wisdom of coming to terms with death 

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist

want to discover the unknown and this
is why things like the fifth force and
dark matter are so exciting because we
have no idea what it could be or if it ex-
ists and we really want to find this out.”

Is this what religion is doing? Is this
similar to what faith seeks? Or, could it
be said that religious faith actually
avoids the whole enterprise since faith
is quite often not concerned with ex-
ploring new questions and frontiers, of
revealing the unknowns? A scientist
who is a person of faith might say the
more we discover in nature, the more we
uncover the creativity of the Creator. No

doubt there are scientists who believe
the “fifth force” may be divine. But what
if it collides with their theology?

The question cycles back: Why stay
hidden? Why appear to be playing an
eternal game of hide-and-seek with a
massively minute mass of matter called
Humanity?

I’d like a proton more light on this be-
fore I collide with the problem again. 

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

An online petition to “Save the Mon-
astery of the Angels” emerged last year,
with LA residents referring to the four-
acre property as a “retreat” and an “oa-
sis” amid the clamor of the city. It has
garnered more than 4,200 signatures as
of May 18.

Local prioress Sister Maria Christine
– president of the Association of North
American Dominican Monasteries –
said in December that no decision had
been made to sell, adding that the Do-
minicans were “looking at many options
and trying to find the best suitable reso-
lution.” 

One of those options included seek-
ing other religious communities who
could manage the monastery.

“We continue to wait for the official
canonical permissions in order to pro-
ceed. Our goal is to retain the beauty of
the property and continue to be a source
of spiritual enrichment for all who come
to pray,” she told Religion News Service
in an email Friday.

“The world needs prayer and we keep
everyone in our prayer intentions,” she
added.

But preservationists aren’t taking
any chances.

The Monastery of the Angels Foun-
dation of Los Angeles, the nonprofit
that’s in the process of incorporating,
wants to acquire the monastery to care
for and maintain the property “as a
Catholic sacred space,” according to the
Save The Monastery Of The Angels
website that went live on Thursday.

“Losing the monastery to non-
Catholic redevelopment will both de-
prive Catholics in Los Angeles of the
ability to take spiritual nourishment
from its grounds and also remove a
place of prayer from a community that
badly needs it,” according to the web-
site.

Behind that effort are Kim Cooper
and Richard Schave, LA historians and
preservationists who run a tour compa-
ny exploring the city through an archi-
tectural, historical and spiritual lens;
Rob Hollman, a nonprofit consultant
whose clients have included PBS SoCal,
Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation and
Preserve Orange County; and Brody
Hale, president of the St. Stephen Proto-
martyr Project, an organization that
works to preserve historic Catholic
churches and sacred spaces.

“We need to be proactive,” Schave
said.

Schave said he agrees with Sister
Maria Christine that the monastery
should remain a space for spiritual en-
richment, but “if we just let this go and

put our faith in the Dominican Federa-
tion and the Holy See,” he said, “I do not
believe we will achieve that goal.”

That part of town, Cooper said, has
been subjected to overseas investors
who “don’t really have a sense of com-
munity.”

“They just want to do as much as they
can as quickly as they can, in order to
profit,” Cooper said.

Founded in 1924 by a New Jersey nun,
the Monastery of the Angels has re-
ceived financial support from wealthy
LA families and celebrities such as the
Dohenys, through the Carrie Estelle Do-
heny Foundation, and the late actress
Jane Wyman, through the Jane Wyman
Charitable Foundation. The nuns also
bake and sell their famous pumpkin
bread, peanut brittle, chocolate mints
and other treats at the gift shop.

Advocates behind this effort plan a
fundraising campaign aimed at Catho-
lics and others in the area and across the
nation. They will determine whether it
makes financial sense to continue pro-
ducing the pumpkin bread and other
goods.

“Any income derived from the pro-
duction of these goods will be solely
spent on the care and upkeep of the
monastery and its grounds,” they said.

They’ll also seek to retain the gift
shop and explore the possibility of mak-
ing the monastery available for retreats.

Even though Dominican nuns would
no longer inhabit the monastery under
their stewardship, the group envisions
keeping the chapel open for the occa-
sional celebration of Mass, sacramental
activities, 24-hour Eucharistic adora-
tion and private prayer. Volunteers
would be on hand.

There appear to be fewer than five
nuns residing at the monastery.

The group is modeling its effort after
other lay Catholics who have taken
ownership of and responsibility for
churches and monasteries across the
country.

One example is the Save Our St.
Anne’s group that for years has main-
tained St. Anne’s Church in Columbia,
California. The parish is within the
boundaries of the Diocese of Stockton
and Mass is celebrated there a few times
a year.

In Batesville, Indiana, the St. Mary’s
of the Rock Preservation Society has
been caring for St. Mary’s of the Rock
Church since its closing in 2013. The
parish is within the boundaries of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

“Those who wanted St. Mary’s to re-
main a church available for occasional
masses stepped forward and took on the
responsibility of caring for it and its
grounds, at their own expense,” the
group said.
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