
“[Americans] mistrust systems, they adhere closely to facts and study facts with their own 

senses.  As they do not easily defer to the mere name of any fellow man, they are never 

inclined to rest upon any man’s authority, but, on the contrary, they are unremitting in their 

efforts to find out the weaker points of their neighbor’s doctrine.”

~Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835)


