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Want to Cut Electric Costs with Solar?

It’s Never Been Easier to Go Solar!
$0 Down2 & 12 Months 

Of Solar On Us1

Up To 30 Year 
Performance Warranty6

Generac Battery 

Backup Available

What Our Customers  
Are Saying

“We had panels installed in December. 

The installers were very professional 

and answered all of our questions in 

great detail. POWERHOME SOLAR 

was a great decision, and we are loving 

the savings on our electric bill each 

month.”

-Jennifer B.

Call Today for a  
Free Evaluation

1. POWERHOME SOLAR’s 12 Months on Us Offer. New customers only. Purchase agmt req’d. Min. after-install rebate is $2,040. Actual rebate varies depending on system & initial 12 mnths. of loan payments (or, for non-financed 

purchases, equivalent value as if financing used). You are still responsible for paying your monthly loan to your lender. Rebate not applied toward your loan by us. Allow 6-8 wks. after install for processing. Can’t combine with other offers. 

2. Avail. w/ approv. credit. Must be 18+ / homeowner. Contact us for add’l details. 

6. Restrictions/ exclusions may apply. For complete details, see a copy of our installer limited warranty in your purchase agreement or for product warranties, visit the listed manufacturer’s website. Add’l details avail. upon request.

888-426-1720

Jayson Waller,
Founder & CEO

Kidnapped from his Benin village in
Africa when he was 11 (1756), Olaudah
Equiano spent many years of his life en-
slaved. When he was finally given the
opportunity to learn to read and write,
he kept a record of his adventurous jour-
neys, published in London in 1789 as
“The Life of Olaudah Equiano.” His com-
pelling storytelling made the book a be-
stseller.

Equiano uses the first part of his nar-
rative to describe his early life in Africa.
Years after his capture and enslavement
his memory remained sharp. His village
was far from the coast, in fact, he had:
“never heard of white men or Euro-
peans, nor of the sea.” His father was a
village elder and the family participated
in memorable rituals and ceremonies as
well as exchanges of slaves between
tribes (the narrator makes it clear that
slavery was only for prisoners of war
and as punishment for serious crimes).
“We are almost a nation of dancers, mu-
sicians, and poets,” he writes, speaking
with affection and in the present tense.

The women of the village work in the
fields like the men as well as spin, weave
and dye clothing and make pottery and
pipes. Growing crops was a central part
of village life and everyone contributed
and shared in the abundance. “We have
no beggars,” he explained.

Faith plays an important part in the
story. Though he became a fervent
Christian later, Equiano speaks with re-
spect for the religious beliefs of his early
years. “As to religion, the [African] na-
tives believe that there is one Creator of
all things, and that he lives in the sun.”
This Creator was the overseer of tribal
life though Equiano remembered no dis-
cussion of an after-life except the belief
that ancestors were near. Recalling his
mother – “I was almost constantly with
her” – he describes her offerings and la-
ments, which as a small boy frightened
him. At the time of his birth he was
named “Olaudah” meaning “one fa-
voured, and having a loud voice and well
spoken.” He honored the belief that the
image of the Creator was “carved in ebo-
ny,” and he was disturbed when Afri-
cans were among white people and for-
got their “language, religion, manners
and customs.” Based on his own terrible
experiences, he asks: “Are they treated
as men? Does not slavery itself depress
the mind, and extinguish all its fire …? In
this eloquent section, when the narrator

puts white and Black beside each other
on equal ground, he quotes an oft-for-
gotten passage from the Book of Acts:
“God has made of one blood all nations
of humanity to dwell on the face of the
earth” (17:26). 

The youngest of seven children,
Olaudah was especially beloved by his
mother who encouraged him to be a pro-
tector, a warrior. At the age of 11 he would
climb a tree to watch over other village
children while their parents were in the
fields. One day kidnappers arrived and
the children ran. Equiano and his sister
were captured. He saw his sister one
more time, but cruelly never saw his
family again. He was taken aboard a
slave ship bound for Barbados, then Vir-
ginia and on to England. He had several
masters and captains on his many sea
voyages through the years. Learning to
read after thinking he could “talk to the
books,” he grew to be an essential part of
any crew.

While serving in a London house-
hold, he was told he would not go to
heaven unless he was baptized. Wor-
ried, he asked his master to take him to a
priest for baptism, though it wasn’t until
some years later he overcame his “fear
of eternity” and converted. Finally pur-
chasing his freedom from his owner on
Montserrat about 1766, he felt it was the
happiest day of his life to become, as he

powerfully states, “my own master.”
The rest of his story reads somewhat

like the miraculous shipboard tales of
the Apostle Paul. Equiano has both trag-
ic and inspiring experiences traveling as
a free man. One passage shows his in-
satiable curiosity. While sailing the
Mediterranean, he encountered Turks
who were kind and honest, yet wouldn’t
allow him, as a Christian, into their
mosques. This troubled Olaudah be-
cause he was “always fond of going to
see the different modes of worship of
the people wherever I went.”

The final legacy of Equiano, along
with his narrative, was the fight to end
slavery. In 1788 he presented a petition
to the Queen and continued to work
with abolitionists until his death in 1797.

We purchased a copy of “The Life of
Olaudah Equiano” at Fort Sumter, S.C.,
where the American war over slavery
began. A powerfully significant place to
discover one courageous human being’s
story of faith, freedom and fortitude.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Olaudah Equiano: Slave, sailor, scribe
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

May 1

Online services: Some churches are
still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 

Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays
online. Prayers, music, readings, con-
versation. For more information and
Zoom link, visit
https://tinyurl.com/3vwm566f.

Biltmore Church: All campuses now
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at

9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch-
.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations. View times
and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-per-
son services. Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20 Oak
St., downtown Asheville. Wheelchair
accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.grace-
hendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
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