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(828) 575-0853
†Offer ends March 31, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,000 off average price 
of KOHLER Walk-In Bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for 
financing details. *Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 
of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided 
by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating 
lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. 
GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® 
financing offers available at participating dealers only.

March 31, 2022

Discover life’s 
beautiful sounds

The first sound I heard 

when I got my hearing aids...

MY PARTNER SNORING

Imagine... being 
able to hear well 
for the first time 
in a long time.
Our personalized 
hearing care can help 
you begin your journey 
to better hearing. 

A revolutionary new hearing 

device gives the brain more of the 

relevant information it needs. You may 

have improved speech understanding 
and the ability to remember more. Enjoy 

the convenience of rechargeability and 

Bluetooth® connectivity.

*See office for details. 

**Off standard list price. Offer is for a pair (2) of ultimate-level hearing aids. One offer per purchase. Offer may not be 

combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchase. Cannot be combined with HLVP. Not valid for 

customers with private or federal health insurance coverage. Private pay purchases only. See office for details. Offer 
valid 2/27/22 through 4/16/22. Information within this offer may vary or be subject to change.

†No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay it off, in full, within the promo period. If you do not, 

interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. The required minimum monthly payments 

may or may not pay off the promo purchase before the end of the promo period, depending on purchase amount, 

promo length and payment allocation. Regular account terms apply to non-promo purchases and, after promo 
period ends, to the promo balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR (interest rate) is 26.99%; Minimum Interest 

Charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval. Offer cannot be 

combined with other offers or discounts. Not valid on prior purchases. Offer valid 2/27/22 thru 5/28/22.

LIMITED-TIME OFFERS

Zero interest if paid in full within  
24 months†  on purchases of $200+  
from 2/27 thru 5/28/22. 

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if 

the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. 

Minimum monthly payments required.     †See below for details  

During your appointment, you’ll receive 

the following COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES:
● Hearing assessment* 
   with video otoscope technology

● Personal demonstration* 
    of the latest technology

● Clean and check of your hearing devices 

   (for current hearing aid wearers)

Over 600 locations nationwide

hearinglife.com Mention code  when calling to 
enjoy our special offers.

SAVE $1000 OFF**

the purchase of any 
pair of ultimate-level 

hearing aids

828.785.4035
AHGF-34

AN-GCI0834712-03

Listening to the BBC “Heart and Soul” podcast I was
fascinated to hear the story of a Buddhist monk in
Thailand (“Thai Buddhism: Leaving the monkhood”).
The 30-year-old monk from Bangkok, Phra Maha Pai-
van Worawono, was presenting popular sermons on
Facebook that included laughter, jokes and some polit-
ical commentary. Some Buddhist elders and govern-
ment authorities weren’t amused. They found the
young monk’s approach disrespectful and began an
investigation. In the podcast he explains why he even-
tually left his ordination because of the reaction, but
also to care for his sick mother. He retains a desire to
teach Buddhist principles and hopes to continue en-
gaging his hundreds of thousands of followers. 

Buddhism is one of the world’s missionary reli-
gions. Spreading the teachings of Buddha (the “dhar-
ma”) is a devotional commitment. Buddhist converts
have carried the message of Siddhartha Gautama for
2,600 years, to China, Southeast Asia, Japan and
throughout the world. There are many “denomina-
tions” of Buddhism and one form it takes in Thailand
and elsewhere is Theravada or “the way of the elders”
(with about 100 million followers around the world).
Theravadins believe they adhere to the most original
teachings of Buddha and are more scripturally based
than Mahayana Buddhists and others. 

What is dharma and how do you teach it? Can the
teachings be managed by traditional control or can

they be taught in new, creative ways? “As more monks
turn to social media in a bid to revolutionize how the
Dharma is taught, is the resignation of Thailand’s
most popular internet monk a sign that traditional
Buddhism must modernize, or face becoming irrele-
vant to the country’s young population?”

It’s not easy to listen to this story or similar stories
from faith leaders who leave their positions or their
faith, yet there are many reasons for these difficult de-
cisions. Understanding those reasons could potential-
ly reform or revolutionize faith communities. It can be
especially hard to hear when, as in the BBC segment, a
person’s language, culture and religion are unfamiliar.
It takes concentration (a Buddhist value) and patience
to comprehend the words and the meaning. 

The split from orthodox faith that social media and
modernization has caused is pushing some to “turn
[their] back on the temple.” This can mean losing rela-
tionships, connections to community, respect and
one’s livelihood.

When asked if he thinks the Buddha would use so-
cial media if he was living today, the monk confidently
replied, “Absolutely.” Since a large part of Thailand is
on Facebook, he seems to have tapped into a contem-
porary conduit for communication that has wide ap-
peal – at least to younger people.

According to the Bangkok Post in December 2021:
“The 30-year-old monk of Wat Soithong in Bangkok’s
Bang Sue district posted a message and photos of him
leaving the monkhood, prostrating himself in front of
senior monks at the … royal Buddhist temple, on his
Facebook page … .” Seeing this, one supporter said:
“Whatever status he holds, a good man is still a good
man.” This is important to keep in mind when we learn
of someone who leaves ministry or even faith. It
doesn’t mean they are giving up goodness, abandon-

ing morality or personal ethics. In fact, we might think
of teachers such as Jesus who did not throw away the
essential teachings of his Jewish faith, though he re-
framed and popularized a refreshed understanding of
those “essentials.” Maybe we could say he was inter-
ested in living something deeper than his religion, or
any religion? 

The Buddha himself stepped away from his Hindu
culture perhaps not so much in an effort to create a
new religion but to take the core teachings of the sages
and re-vitalize them. He too may have chosen a deeper
(or more inclusive) practice of his religion, any reli-
gion. Muhammad may have done something similar. A
kind of creative defiance. The move from orthodox tra-
dition to heterodox innovation isn’t always a long leap
far from the source. This young monk may become a
“better Buddhist,” or at least less inhibited in his ex-
pression of what he considers the heart of Buddhism.
Hopefully he can now feel more free to speak the truth
– dharma – from outside the monkhood, without the
robes and rituals.

Those who control the “true faith” have always felt
threatened by the reformers. They believe they are the
defenders of the “true way,” more faithfully following
scriptures. Change comes slowly to religion as it does
to human society. In every age there have been chal-
lenges to the accepted authorities. Social media is
transforming Buddhism and potentially all religion.
This emerging form of “crowd-sourced” religion will be
shaped by the imagination of the next generations.

Chris Highland served as a minister and chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live
in Asheville. His latest books are “Friendly Freethink-
er,” “Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.

Thai Monks: Resisting the restrictive robes of religion

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

telling Jeremiah in chapter 1, “Before I formed you in
the womb, I knew you, before you were born, I set you
apart …” God had a plan for Jeremiah and he has a plan
for each of us. He had a plan for the human race when
he placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, but his
plan was changed by the choices made that day by the
first people on earth.

Do you want to know what that plan for each of us
is? It’s generic and fits all people no matter the lan-
guage, age, gender, race, or ethnic background. God
gave us the first part of that plan in 2 Chronicles 7:14.
“If My people, who are called by My name, shall hum-

But we don’t always choose to follow God’s plan. Many
times we change that plan with our choices, some-
times bad choices and sinful choices, and then we try
to explain our choices with our excuses.

In order for us to know and carry out God’s plan for
us, we must first give up our plans. Are we afraid to
give God control of our lives and our resources? Any-
thing short of giving God control of everything we have
will cause the good plans he has for us to be aborted.
God’s plans for us are so much bigger than our plans,
and so much bigger than you and me. But those plans
can never be known or accomplished until we give our
future to God.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, retired Methodist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com. 

ble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven
and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” And
then God is very clear about his plan for us when he
says in Jeremiah 29:11-13. “For I know the plans I have
for you, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me
and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you
search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all
your heart I will let you find me.”

That’s the plan God has for each person born on this
earth, made possible by the obedience of Jesus. And
along with this plan of salvation God directs our steps
daily along our journey. God gives to each of us the gift
of choice. We make choices whether to follow that plan
or to follow our own plan. He doesn’t want us to follow
him because we are forced, but because we choose.

McConnell
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