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The book of Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, is also ascribed to Solomon,
and that with much reason, if not with truth. It is written as the solitary
reflections of a worn-out debauchee, such as Solomon was, who, looking
back on scenes he can no longer enjoy, cries out, “All is vanity!”

A great deal of the metaphor and of the sentiment is obscure, most
probably by translation; but enough is left to show they were strongly
pointed in the original’® From what is transmitted to us of the char-
acter of Solomon, he was witty, ostentatious, dissolute and at last mel-
ancholy. He lived fast, and died, tired of the world, at the age of fifty-
eight years.

Seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines are worse than
none, and, however it may carry with it the appearance of heightened
enjoyment, it defeats all the felicity of affection by leaving it no point
to fix upon. Divided love is never happy. This was the case with Solo-
mon, and if he could not, with all his pretensions to wisdom, discover
it beforehand, he merited, unpitied, the mortification he afterward en-
dured.

In this point of view, his preaching is unnecessary, because, to know
the consequences, it is only necessary to know the case. Seven. hundred
wives, and three hundred concubines would have stood in place of the
whole book. It was needless, after this, to say that all was vahity and
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vexation of spirit; for it is impossible to derive happiness from the com-
pany of those whom we deprive of happiness.

To be happy in old age, it is necessary that we accustom ourselves to
objects that can accompany the mind all the way through life, and that
we take the rest as good in their day. The mere man of pleasure is
miserable in old age, and the mere drudge in business is but little
better; whereas, natural philosophy, mathematical and mechanical
science are a continual source of tranquil pleasure, and in spite of the
gloomy dogmas of priests and of superstition, the study of those things
is the study of ¢he true theology; it teaches man to know and to admire
the Creator, for the principles of science are in the creation, and are un-
changeable and of divine origin.



Or THE NEw TESTAMENT

Thus much for the Bible; I now go on to the book called the New
Testament. The New Testament! that is, the new will, as if there could
be two wills of the Creator.

Had it been the object or the intention of Jesus Christ to establish a
new religion, he would undoubtedly have written the system himself,
ST procured it to be written in his life-time. But there is no publication
extant authenticated with his name. All the books called the New Testa-
ment were written after his death. He was a Jew by birth and by profes-
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sion; and he was the Son of God in like manner that every other per-
son is—for the Creator is the Father of All. '

The first four books, called Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, do not
give a history of the life of Jesus Christ, but only detached anecdotes of
him. It appears from these books that the whole time of his being a
preacher was not more than eighteen months; and it was only during
this short time that those men became acquainted with him. They make
mention of him at the age of twelve years, sitting, they say, among the
Jewish doctors, asking and answering them questions. As this was several
years before their acquaintance with him began, it is most probable they
had this anecdote from his parents.

From this time there is no account of him far about sixteen years.
Where he lived, or how he employed himself during this interval, is net
known. Most probably he was working at his father’s trade, which was
that of a carpenter. It does not appear that he had any school education,
and the probability is that he could not write, for his parents were ex-
tremely poor, as appears from their not being able to pay for a bed when
he was born. '

It is somewhat curious that the three persons whose names are the
most universally recorded, were of very obscure parentage. Moses was
a foundling; Jesus Christ was born in a stable; and Mahomet was a mule
driver. The first and last of these men were founders of different systems
of religion; but Jesus Christ founded no new system. He called men to
the practice of moral virtues and the belief of one God. The great trait
in his character is philanthropy.




The four books already mentioned, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,
are altogether anecdotal. They relate events after they have taken place.
They tell what Jesus Christ did and said, and what others did and said
to him; and in several instances they relate the same event differently.
Revelation is necessarily out of the question with respect to those books;
not only because of the disagreement of the writers, but because revela-
tion cannot be applied to the relating of facts by the person who saw
them done, nor to the relating or recording of any discourse or conver-
sation by those who heard it. The book called the Acts of the Apostles
(an anonymous work) belongs also to the anecdotal part.

All the other parts of the New Testament, except the book of enigmas
called the Revelations, are a collection of letters under the name of
epistles; and the forgery of letters has been such a common practise in
the world that the probability is at least equal, whether they are genuine
or forged.

One thing, however, is much less equivocal, which is, that out of the
matters contained in those books, together with the assistance of some
old stories, the Church has set up a system of religion very contradic-
tory to the character of the person whose name it bears. It has set up a
Teligion of pomp and of revenue, in pretended imitation of a person
" Whose life was humility and poverty.
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