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CARING FOR
CONGREGANTS

MILWAUKEE – Every Sunday at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Rev. Joseph Jackson Jr. praises the Lord before his

congregation. But since last fall he’s been praising something else his Black community needs: the COVID-19 vaccine. h “We

want to continue to encourage our people to get out, get your shots. I got both of mine,” Jackson said to applause at the church in

Milwaukee on a recent Sunday. h Members of Black communities across the U.S. have disproportionately fallen sick or died

from the virus, so some church leaders are using their influence and trusted reputations to fight back by preaching from the

pulpit, phoning people to encourage vaccinations, and hosting testing clinics and vaccination events in church buildings.

See CHURCH, Page 3D
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In this photo taken May 6, Ericka Sinclair, CEO of Health Connections, poses for a photo at St. Matthew Christian Methodist Episcopal Church in
Milwaukee. Her local health clinic is working with Pastors United, Milwaukee Inner City Congregations Allied for Hope and Souls to the Polls to get
more African Americans vaccinated by holding clinics in churches. CARRIE ANTLFINGER/AP
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LIVING

From ninth grade through high
school I took Spanish classes. Some of it
was a comedy of errors and that first
year was terrible, but Mr. Lundberg was
patient and I finally began to catch on,
finishing with a good grade and fairly
good sense of the language. That en-
couraged me to continue studying
Spanish with Ms. Cain for three years of
senior high.

Choosing more impractical subjects
(like theology) in college, I didn’t con-
tinue Spanish, but backpacking around
Europe after graduation took me to Ger-
many, Switzerland, Italy, France and
Spain. Staying in Barcelona and Madrid

felt familiar as I recalled the history and
culture from Spanish classes. It was sat-
isfying to use some of what I learned in
school, able to understand conversa-
tions, read signs and menus, and string
words into imperfect but intelligible
sentences.

There were many opportunities to
practice my basic “Espanol” as a chap-
lain.

While serving as a jail chaplain in the
San Francisco Bay area we saw a large
number of ethnicities coming in and out
the “revolving door” of incarceration
(carcel: Spanish for jail). With a large
immigrant population, many from Latin
America, I spent countless hours listen-
ing to “broken” English and conversing
in “broken” Spanish. Detainees appreci-
ated that I would make the attempt to
understand and converse. We often had
Spanish-speaking inmates attending
weekly services, so I made feeble at-
tempts to be bi-lingual. This caused

puzzled expressions and laughter but
also smiles and nods of gratitude—ev-
eryone could feel they were included. At
least I was trying.

Roberto, from El Salvador, joined the
group one evening and immediately
helped translate the readings, songs
and conversation. As I spoke with him
at his cell during the week I sensed that
he respected my attempts to communi-
cate with other native Spanish speakers
and I told him how grateful I was for his
assistance. Roberto wrote out transla-
tions of readings and songs I would give
him through the steel bars and by Sun-
day he would have copies for me. He
didn’t have much else to do with his time
awaiting trial … for murder.

Yolanda, from Guatemala, spoke lit-
tle English but she attended the groups
in the Women’s Unit, singing, giggling
and sometimes crying. She missed her
children, which was easy to understand,
no matter the language. Yolanda’s joyful

nature was contagious in the cell where
we met with other women. I actually
looked forward to those small circles,
locked inside with “criminals” like Yo-
landa—most of whom had not been
convicted of any crime.

In street chaplaincy we met even
more people who spoke Spanish. Jose,
from Mexico, was a kind and gentle man
we first met in the free dining room
downtown. He became a regular at our
weekly Wellness group and Sunday cir-
cle in the park. Jose had a bright face
and even brighter attitude though he
lived “in the bushes” or under the free-
way with a lot of people who shared his
precarious situation with the difficult
job of looking for work day after day. 

Jose really made our day when he
would appear at the chaplaincy office
door with a big “sonrisa” (smile) and,
frequently, “una palabra de sapiente” (a 

Learning the living language of humanity

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 3D
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correction,” she said.
She’s also working to get more com-

munity health workers funded through
insurance companies, including Medi-
caid. 

The church vaccination effort in-
volved Milwaukee Inner City Congrega-
tions Allied for Hope, which is faith or-
ganization working on social issues. Ex-
ecutive Director and Lead Organizer Li-
sa Jones says the effect of COVID-19 on
the Black community has reinforced the
need to address race-related disparities
in health care. The group has hired an-
other organizer to address disparities in
hospital services in the inner city and
housing, and lead contamination.

At a recent vaccination clinic in Mil-
waukee at St. Matthew, a Christian
Methodist Episcopal church, Melanie
Paige overcame her fears to get vacci-
nated. Paige, who has lupus and rheu-
matoid arthritis, said the church clinic
helped motivate her, along with encour-
agement from her son.

“I was more comfortable because I
belong to the church and I know I’ve
been here all my life. So that made it
easier.”

Some want to extend their efforts be-
yond the fight against COVID-19 and
give their flocks a place to seek health
care for other ailments at a place they
trust – the church.

“We can’t go back to normal because
we died in our normal,” Debra Fraser-
Howze, the founder of Choose Healthy
Life, told The Associated Press. “We
have health disparities that were so se-
rious that one pandemic virtually wiped
us out more than anybody else. We can’t
allow for that to happen again.”

Choose Healthy Life, a national ini-
tiative involving Black clergy, United
Way of New York City and others, has
been awarded a $9.9 million U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices grant to expand vaccinations and
and make permanent the “health navi-
gators” who are already doing coronavi-
rus testing and vaccinations in
churches.

The navigators will eventually bring
in experts for vaccinations, such as the
flu, and to screen for ailments that are

common in Black communities, includ-
ing heart disease, hypertension, diabe-
tes, AIDS and asthma. The effort aims to
reduce discomfort within Black com-
munities about seeking health care, ei-
ther due to concerns about racism or a
historical distrust of science and gov-
ernment.

The initiative has so far been respon-
sible for over 30,000 vaccinations in the
first three months in 50 churches in New
York; Newark, New Jersey; Detroit;
Washington, D.C.; and Atlanta. 

The federal funding will expand the
group’s effort to 100 churches, including
in rural areas, in 13 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and will help establish
an infrastructure for the health naviga-
tors to start screenings. Quest Diagnos-
tics and its foundation has already pro-
vided funding and testing help.

Choose Healthy Life expects to be in-
volved for at least five years, after which
organizers hope control and funding
will be handled locally, possibly by
health departments or in alignment
with federally supported health centers,
Fraser-Howze said.

The initiative is also planning to host
seminars in churches on common
health issues. Some churches already

have health clinics and they hope that
encourages other churches to follow
suit, said Fraser-Howze, who led the
National Black Leadership Commission
on AIDS for 21 years.

“The Black church is going to have to
be that link between faith and science,”
she said.

In Milwaukee, nearly 43% of all coro-
navirus-related deaths have been in the
Black community, according to the Mil-
waukee Health Department. Census da-
ta indicates Blacks make up about 39%
of the city’s population. An initiative in-
volving Pastors United, Milwaukee In-
ner City Congregations Allied for Hope
and Souls to the Polls has provided vac-
cinations in at least 80 churches there
already. 

Milwaukee is one of the most segre-
gated cities in the country, according to
the studies by the Brookings Institution.
Ericka Sinclair, CEO of Health Connec-
tions, Inc., which administers vaccina-
tions, says that’s why putting vaccina-
tion centers in churches and other trust-
ed locations is so important.

“Access to services is not the same for
everyone. It’s just not. And it is just an-
other reason why when we talk about
health equity, we have ... to do a course

Church
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word of wisdom). That wisdom might
simply be: “Tenemos no hogar, pero te-
nemos humanidad” (we have no home,
but we have humanity). When we would
tell him he was a wise man, Jose
chuckled and replied, in English: “one
thing I know—I know nothing” (quoting
Socrates).

If we were speaking with someone

else, Jose would simply stand in the
doorway quietly waiting. What was he
waiting for? Connection, I suppose,
with people who wouldn’t judge him,
chase him or arrest him. He would never
fail to say, with a grin, “Thank You, Mu-
cho!” Though he had nothing but the
clothes on his back, Jose never asked for
anything, unless it was for another per-
son or to ask if any of us needed any-
thing! He would help us move furniture
or assist someone getting into our van to
take them to the hospital, shelter or new
apartment. He would assist in translat-

ing for another person, teach us a new
word in Spanish or give us a lesson in a
Latino custom. 

My Spanish comprehension and con-
versation has grown rusty again with
lack of practice. It’s especially difficult
to understand when a person talks a lit-
tle too fast. But when we take the time to
listen, really listen, I think we can un-
derstand just about anyone, in any lan-
guage.

I’m not sure I ever fully appreciated
the Spanish word “sonrisa” until I met
Jose. His smile was in every way a “sun-

rise.” And he gave us both his “corazon”
(heart) and “presencia” (presence). A
truly good-hearted hombre.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
"Friendly Freethinker," "Broken Bridges"
and "A Freethinker’s Gospel." Learn
more at chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1D

It is so important to each of us to be
able to walk and stand on the ground or
a floor that is level; that will not cause us
to stumble or fall. Where we stand is so
essential to our physical safety and bal-
ance. When we attend sporting events,
activities that may be dangerous to
spectators, or even while we are waiting
on a traffic light at a crosswalk, it is es-
sential that we stand in a safe place. As I
grow older, I am more aware of the ne-
cessity to walk and stand on firm and
level ground so that I won’t find myself
over-balanced resulting in a fall.

Archimedes, the great scientist of the
ancient world, supposedly said, “Give
me a place to stand and I will move the
Earth.” We all need a good solid place to
stand so that we are safe from the move-
ment and disturbances around us, in a
physical as well as in an emotional
sense. Jesus warned about building our
lives on shifting sand on which we find
it is impossible to stand. Instead, to
place our hopes on the foundation of a
solid rock. On which would we rather
stand to face life? 

So it goes with our spiritual journey.

Where do we stand in terms of our rela-
tionship with Jesus, our growth as dis-
ciples, and proximity to lifestyles that
seem to attract us in ways that are un-
healthy and even sinful?

I believe we can know where we
stand in our spiritual relationship by
understanding two essential concepts:
God has provided a way of salvation and
we have the ability to respond to his
plan. Both of these concepts can be un-
derstood in our personal faith journey as
gifts of grace and free choice. God has
given us a place to stand. 

Scripture points to both of these con-
cepts and gifts in Paul’s letter to the
church at Philippi. In Philippians 1:6
(CEB) Paul writes, “I am sure about this:
the one who started a good work in you
will stay with you to complete the job
until the day of Christ Jesus.” Because
God’s grace flows from a never-ending
source of love, the good work that God
started in each of us began even before
we knew it. “While we were still weak, at
the right moment, Christ died for un-
godly people. It isn’t often that someone
will die for a righteous person, though
maybe someone might dare to die for a
good person. But God shows his love for
us, because while we were still sinners
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8 CEB)
Before we began to look for him, he was
looking for us, lovingly urging us to ac-
cept this plan of salvation, this “good

work” ordained back in eternity for his
created people.

The good work that God begins in
each of us can take us from justification,
when we first placed their faith in Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord and were re-
deemed, to sanctification, the spiritual
growth in which we daily surrender our-
selves to become more and more like
Christ; and on to glorification, in which
we reach our eternal home. But all this
“good work” that God has for us, this gift
seen through the eyes of grace, depends
entirely on our decision to accept and
carry out his plan. We must make the
decision where we are to stand.

When we look at God’s awesome re-
demptive plan and experience the “good
work” that he can do in our lives, we
may feel as though we have such a
small, insignificant part in our salva-
tion. But Paul writes again in Philippi-
ans about the “working out our salva-
tion.” He says, “… carry out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling.” (2:12
CEB) Our tradition and scripture tell us
that we do this by consistent Bible
study, prayer, accountability with other
believers, worship, small groups, the
sacraments, and fasting. We begin to
see growth and transformation as we
follow the spiritual practices and use
our gifts for God’s glory and the building
up of others. But then Paul reminds us in
the very next verse (v.13), “God is the

one who enables you both to want and
to actually live out his good purposes.”
Paul wants us to be sure that we know
where and on whom we stand.

Donald Adams writes in "With Hands
Outstretched, Actively Seeking the
Mind of Christ" that “Everyone is look-
ing for a place to stand. For those of us
who believe in Jesus Christ, that place is
not in ourselves. While we must, in
faith, reach out our hands, it is the
mighty grasp of our Lord who holds us
steady. Abiding in those hands each day,
we can stand in confidence that he who
has begun a good work in us will never
quit working. One day he will bring it all
to completion. Until then we lean hard
on the great protector of our souls and
find a place to stand. …It is clear that
even God’s Son, who modeled perfec-
tion for humankind, never attempted to
live a faithful, obedient life apart from
abiding in his Father. That was his place
to stand.”

Have you and I found a place to
stand, a place to grow in grace and to
find eternal life?

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

God gives us a safe place to stand
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com
or online at events.citizen-times.com.
Click on “Add your event” to submit
details.

June 27

Online services: A majority of churches
are still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 
Montreat Summer Worship Series:
10:30 a.m., Montreat Conference Cen-
ter’s Anderson Auditorium, just off
Assembly Drive, Montreat. Visit
www.montreat.org or call 828-669-
2911. Different speaker each Sunday
through Aug. 8.
Biltmore Church: Online services at
9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/
for 11 a.m. Sunday in-person services at
35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite
locations. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hen-
dersonville: 10:30 a.m. service at
www.fcchendersonville.org. Email fccin-
fo@fcchendersonville.org if you need
assistance.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871
Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.
Grace Lutheran Church, Henderson-
ville: Livestream worship at 9 a.m. on
Facebook. Watch special services and
sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W.
www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10

a.m. online service at Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425
Hendersonville Road, Arden. 
Mills River Presbyterian Church: In-
person services at 10 a.m. Sundays in
the fellowship hall with socially dis-
tanced seating and attendees wearing
masks. 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. 828-891-7101.
Newbridge Baptist Church: 199 Elk-
wood Ave., Asheville. One Sunday in-
person service at 11 a.m. For those who
wish to remain in the parking lot, the
service will be broadcast on 88.3 FM. It
can also be accessed as livestream on
the church Facebook page and
www.newbridgebaptist.org.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. Eucharist (in person
only), 10 a.m. Eucharist (in person and
livestreamed on YouTube), 5:30 p.m
Celtic service (in person and lives-
treamed on YouTube). Visit
www.trinityasheville.org. 60 Church St.,
Asheville. 
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville.
Visit https://tbcasheville.org/about/.
Nursery and mid-week meal still on
hold.

West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926
Haywood Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

June 29

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-
Thursdays, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside
church entrance via back parking lot.
Also visit Little Free Library to borrow
books. 828-891-7101.

July 4

July 4th worship, music and fireworks:
Worship service 9 a.m. at Lake Juna-
luska’s amphitheater, Memorial Chapel
open for prayer 10 a.m.-5 p.m., reading
of Declaration of Independence on
Shackford Hall porch, Blue Ridge Big
Band free concert at 8 p.m., fireworks
about 9:30 p.m. 
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