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The shelter “is in the making – we
have our ducks in a row and things are
moving forward,” Brown said. “The pre-
vious corps officer had initiated this and
gotten funding for it.”

And it’s something that’s needed in
Hobbs, a need she believes the Hobbs
Corps can address. Brown also hopes to
reinstate programs for area youth and
see an increase in volunteer services
through the local corps.

“Volunteering is not a huge element
of this corps at the moment,” she said.
“I’d like to see volunteering get back up,
see people who are excited to see Lea
County moving forward, helping the
people who are out there.”

Brown came to Hobbs last August
from Surprise, Arizona, where she
served as assistant corps officer for the
Northwest Valley Corps. She moved to
southeast New Mexico with her daugh-
ters, 14-year-old Jaida and Rhianon, 22,
and Rhianon’s infant daughter, Aria.
Her first day in her new posting was
Aug. 26, 2020.

“I didn’t have a lot of time to get situ-
ated, but I knew that coming in,” she
said. “I was going to be hitting the
ground running.”

After five months, she said the corps
has done a lot in a short time.

She got involved with the Salvation
Army in December 2007 while still deep
in her 17-year addiction to meth, she
said.

“My mom and I and my kids, we
wanted to get back to church,” she said.
“We were talking about how we needed
to find a church to go to.”

“This was in El Cajon, California – we
got in the car one Sunday morning and
drove right to the Salvation Army,”
Brown said. “There were no stops in be-
tween. It was like God led us straight to
the doors of the Salvation Army.”

Once there, she said, she experi-
enced something surprising – people

waiting to welcome them like long-lost
family returning home.

“I had no idea the Salvation Army
was even a church – like so many peo-
ple, unfortunately,” Brown said. “I re-
member Roy Aulwurm, the corps ser-
geant major of the El Cajon Corps, was
there to great me, like he’d been waiting

for us. That’s what it felt like.”
As lieutenant corps officer in Hobbs,

Brown basically runs the local Salvation
Army. Her duties include a women’s
ministry, Bible studies, Sunday school
and administering the corps’ social ser-
vices programs. She’s also responsible
for employee management, payroll and

the finances for the local corps.
“I don’t want to say it’s running a

business, but in a lot of ways it is,”
Brown said. “I have my superiors to an-
swer to, but in here, day-to-day, my
team and I are it.”

Even after that first introduction to
the Salvation Army in 2007, Brown
didn’t jump immediately into leader-
ship. Part of that was the way the Salva-
tion Army is structured, with required
time as a “soldier” before moving up –
and part of it was Brown herself, she
said.

“When I came to the Salvation Army,
I was very much caught up in my addic-
tion,” Brown said. “In 2009, I got arrest-
ed and ended up having to go to prison.”

Through it all, she said there was the
presence of God, working on her life un-
til, in 2016, she was called to ministry
through the Salvation Army.

“I received the call to officership,
which was a complete shock to me,” she
said. “I didn’t feel I was useful in that ca-
pacity, or adequate.”

“But (God) doesn’t call the equipped,
he equips the called,” Brown said. “He
extended his hand to me and I finally
grabbed ahold of it.”

Ministry is the primary roll of Salva-
tion Army officers. After answering her
personal call, Brown spent 22 months
studying at the Salvation Army College
for Officer Training in Rancho Palos
Verdes, California. She preaches each
Sunday in the chapel at the Hobbs Sal-
vation Army offices.

Her primary interest is helping oth-
ers. Growing up on a ranch in the Mojave
Desert near Yermo, California, Brown
saw early the work her father did
through a county social services office.

“Social services was always my pas-
sion, even as a kid,” she said. “I love
working with people.”

“It always seemed, for a long period
in my life, I was on the end of (being in)
need,” she said. “Now, being on the oth-
er side of it, helping those in need,
brings so much joy to my life – to be in
the vehicle of the Salvation Army to help
people in need.”
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Lt. Shannon Brown, at pulpit, talks to a parishioner during a regular service in the
chapel at the Salvation Army post Jan. 24 in Hobbs, N.M. Brown moved to Hobbs
from California in August to take the post of corps commander for the Hobbs
branch. Her duties include a women’s ministry, Bible studies, Sunday school and
administering the corps’ social services programs. She’s also responsible for
employee management, payroll and the finances for the local corps.
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“It always seemed, for a long period in my life, I was on the

end of (being in) need. Now, being on the other side of it,

helping those in need, brings so much joy to my life – to be

in the vehicle of the Salvation Army to help people in need.” 
Shannon Brown

For a number of years my uncle Paul
and aunt Vera managed a Standard ser-
vice station in Billings, Montana. One
summer, my parents drove my sister
and me from Seattle to visit them. I don’t
remember going to their service station
but I do remember a scary lightning
storm and a whirlwind of jokes, puns
and teasing from the Highland brothers.

The younger generation probably
doesn’t know much about a “service sta-
tion.” There was gasoline, of course, but
much more. Some may think I’m mak-
ing this up, but pulling your car into the
station you’d be met by an attendant –
maybe my uncle – dressed in a nice
white shirt with his name embroidered
on the pocket. He (always a male in
those days) would come to your win-
dow, smile and greet you. “Fill ‘er up?,”
he’d ask. As the tank was filling, the at-
tendant would wash your car’s windows
all around. “Check the oil?,” he’d offer,
raising the hood to bring the dip stick
over to show the oil level. If you asked

him to check the air in the tires – “Sure
thing.” “Anything else?,” he’d ask as you
handed him a few dollars to cover the
gas. If the car needed any repairs you
could pull into the work bay and have it
looked at by a mechanic.

While you were waiting, you could
use the (unlocked) restroom before
stepping inside the small shop and buy
some water, gum or a map. If you needed
directions, a friendly employee would
gladly explain the route or show you on a
map. Most of the time you could trust
they were accurate. They wanted your
business and encouraged you to “drop
by” again. 

That’s a “service” station. A place to
stop and rest (the original “rest stop”),
stretch your legs, feel that people are
glad you drove in – where you sense you
are welcome, even important. “We’re
here to serve,” was an unspoken motto.

Uncle Paul, like his three brothers,
had a great sense of humor and a conta-
gious laugh. In fact, for several years af-
ter seeing Paul I would mimic his unique
kind of contagious laughter. I have no
doubt he made many customers smile if
not break out laughing with his teasing,
puns and practical jokes. 

What does a gas station have to do
with church or any religious congrega-
tion? If you have to ask, I wonder how

many “services” you have attended. I
would be curious if your congregation
has any of the elements of a service sta-
tion. If there is assistance to “fellow
travelers” on the road of life, how do you
present that? Do you want people to be-
come members of your “service station”
or help them continue on their own jour-
ney?

When driving to a neighborhood gas
station this morning to put air in the
tires, I thought of uncle Paul and how he
would react to paying for air. I think he
would laugh with disgusted disbelief:
“Pay for AIR?!” As I drove up, ready to
pay the usual dollar to fill the tires, I no-
ticed a fancy new machine with a com-
puter screen and credit card slot. It took
a long minute to find where to put the
coins – a dollar-fifty! The price of air
went up by fifty cents since I was there
last. Paul might pay, but then figure out
a way never to return. I’m sure, like my
Dad, he would drive all over until he
found Free Air. I wouldn’t blame him,
even if the cost and time might not be
worth the effort.

I never saw an “attendant” this morn-
ing. No smile of greeting; no one to wash
my windows or check the oil when I
filled up with gas. If I had needed any
“service,” where would I go? If I needed
directions, who would show me on a

map, take the time to help?
As I envision it, a “secular church”

would be a lot like a service station. Peo-
ple who make you feel welcome no mat-
ter who you are or what you need (“top
off the tank” with an encouraging word;
“clean the windows” for clearer vision;
invite to stop, rest and be refreshed).
The secular service station would offer
practical help, “repairs” if necessary
(counseling, referrals to local assis-
tance).

It would get messy sometimes. My
aunt Vera was a quiet sort, but I do re-
member her graphic description of
cleaning the bathrooms at the station.
Service isn’t always pleasant.

If I was a manager of a secular service
station I would probably laugh with
folks, listen to them, teach a few things,
learn even more, and join people in the
joyful exercise of freethinking. I’d hap-
pily give them some breathing room,
and … free air.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. His latest
books are “A Freethinker’s Gospel” and
“Broken Bridges.” Learn more at chigh-
land.com.

Welcome to a full-service secular church

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events.citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Feb. 21

Online services: A majority of churches
are still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville:
2:30-4 p.m. via Zoom. Rob Thomas will
discuss the Racial Justice Coalition.
Zoom connection info at
www.EHSAsheville.org.
Unity Panel “Let’s Keep Talking”: 4
p.m. virtual meeting of community-
wide initiative designed to bring people
together across boundaries that seem
to separate them. To register, receive
Zoom link, and submit a question to the
panel, email pamrogers525@gmail.com.
Visit www.wnclivethegoldenrule.com.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871
Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Newbridge Baptist Church: 9 and 11
a.m. services. Online service at
www.newbridgebaptist.org and Face-
book. Open for Sunday school and small
groups. 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Livestream-
ing Sunday at 10:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
60 Church St., Asheville. For updates on
services visit www.trinityasheville.org/
livestream-links.
Biltmore Church: Online services at
9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/
for 11 a.m. Sunday in-person service at
35 Clayton Road, Arden. New West
Asheville location at 511 Smokey Park
Highway (old Bi-Lo in Enka) opens Feb.
14.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
our Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-

son Ave., Swannanoa. 
West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
tream service on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926
Haywood Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hen-
dersonville: Online service only at 10:30
a.m. at www.fcchendersonville.org.
Email fccinfo@fcchendersonville.org if
you need assistance.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
online services at
http://tbcasheville.org/. 216 Shelburne
Road, Asheville. Free food boxes 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Thursdays.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. online service at Facebook or You-

Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425
Hendersonville Road, Arden. 
The Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: Online service at 8:45
a.m. on Facebook.
www.stjohnflatrock.org/. 1895 Green-
ville Highway, Flat Rock.

Feb. 23

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-
Thursdays, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside
church entrance via back parking lot.
Also visit Little Free Library to borrow
children and adult books. 828-891-
7101.

Feb. 27

American Christian Fiction Writers S.C.
Chapter: 2 p.m., North Anderson Bap-
tist Church, 2308 N. Main St., Anderson,
S.C. Free workshop “How to Plot a Nov-
el” followed by critique of members
manuscripts. Visitors may offer feed-
back. Call 864-226-7024 for informa-
tion.
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