
Asheville Citizen-Times - 02/01/2020 Page : D02

� Asheville Citizen-Times
February 1, 2020 10:50 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Feb. 2

“Doctrines That Define Our Christianity” sermon
series: 6 p.m. Sundays through mid-March, New-
bridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville.
Detailed study of Biblical doctrine and how God’s
Holy Word instructs us to live out our faith in un-
derstanding what we believe.

Feb. 4

Written To Speak poetry event: 6:30 p.m., Emman-
uel Lutheran Church, 51 Wilburn Place, Asheville.
Poetry and storytelling with spoken word poet, Tan-
ner Olson. Tanner shares Gospel message and his life
experiences in a poetic, humorous, and engaging
way.

Feb. 8

Carolina Kid “Bridging The Gap” tour: 7 p.m., Thom-
as Wolfe Auditorium at Harrah’s Cherokee Center-
Asheville, 87 Haywood St. Gospel explosion show-
casing a night of praise and worship. $37.50-
$202.50. www.harrahscherokeecenterasheville.com/
events/carolina-kid/.

Feb. 16

Choral Evensong & Recital to celebrate 20th anni-
versary of organ: 4 p.m., St. James Episcopal
Church, 766 N. Main St., Hendersonville. Tickets are
not required. An offering will be received. 828-694-
6925.
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: “Living Posi-
tively: How to Navigate Troubled Waters” by Bart
Worden 2:30-4 p.m., Friends Meeting House, 227
Edgewood Road. Bart will reserve time at end of
presentation to discuss American Ethical Union and
Ethical Humanism and its strategic direction, chal-
lenges and successes. http://EHSAsheville.org.
Tried Stone Missionary Baptist Church 92nd anni-
versary: 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., 100 Carroll Ave., Ashe-
ville. The Rev. David Perry preaches at 11 a.m. ser-
vice. Rev. Brian K. Scott, along with choir and con-
gregation of Hill Street Missionary Baptist Church,
preaches at 4 p.m. 828-285-0444.

Feb. 25

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: 5-7 p.m., Emman-
uel Lutheran Church, 51 Wilburn Place, Asheville.
Pancakes, sausage, fruit, beverage. By donation.
828-252-1795 or https://emmanuellutheran.info/.

Feb. 29

Pancake fundraiser: 8-10 a.m., Fatz Cafe, Spartan
Drive (off Smoky Park Highway), Enka. For food min-
istry of Hominy Valley Crisis Ministry of ABCCM. $10,
$5 children. 828-667-8467.
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

828-440-0047

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $100
Restaurant.com Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

• All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit

https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www.restaurant.comfor participating

restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life

partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able

to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees

of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home

consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or

substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed

to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with

any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

BONUS Reader SpecialWinter Special

Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/29/20.

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog
or we’ll clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system
not a flimsy attachment

SAY GOOD-BYE
TO YOUR OLD
GUTTER PROBLEMS
Limited Time Specials for Our Readers:

99¢ Installation

Financing Available -
Ask for Details!

Receive a $200 Best Buy Gift Card
with your LeafGuard Purchase!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90minute in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $200

Best Buy gift card. Retail value is $200.00. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard, Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible

for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a

Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,

transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will

be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction

with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

maz said the discussions at the conference, which now
brings together more than 1,300 pastors, denomina-
tional leaders and researchers every three years, al-
ways demonstrate to him the contradictory reality of
trying to unite black, white and other church traditions
under one roof.

“The way you get comfortable in a healthy multieth-
nic church is to realize that you go, ‘Man, I’m uncom-
fortable here,’” he said in an interview in early January.

“We embrace the tension and that’s very different
than the normative church, which is trying to make ev-
erybody comfortable,” said DeYmaz.

A white former youth pastor, DeYmaz founded Mo-
saic Church, a multiethnic, nondenominational con-
gregation in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 2001, after he
grew bothered that the only people of color at the
church where he had long served were janitors.

He said he determined through biblical study that
“the New Testament church was multiethnic.” 

In 2004, he joined with like-minded colleagues to
start Mosaix Global Network, which draws an array of
racially and ethnically diverse mainline, evangelical
and nondenominational Protestants.

(At many Catholic parishes, diversity is a given —
nearly all of the growth in the U.S. Catholic Church in
recent years has been driven by immigration into exist-
ing parishes. The question Catholic clergy and com-
munities often face is not whether to establish a multi-
ethnic church, but how to respond to the diverse needs
of their parish.)

DeYmaz attributes the growth of multiracial
churches in part to some clergy of color no longer
wanting to lead homogenous congregations. Instead,
they start multiethnic ones.

“More and more, people of color, they’re not going to
allow themselves to be siloed,” he said.

Emerson said the preliminary results show that
black clergy heading up multiracial churches have in-
creased from 4% to 18% from 1998 to 2019.

The number of Hispanics with their own church has
risen from 3% to 7% in that time, with Asian Amer-
icans increasing from 3% to 4%. Whites leading multi-
ethnic churches, meanwhile, have decreased from
87% to 70%.

Emerson said the increasing role of African Amer-
ican leaders is “an important trend” and agrees much
of it is driven by black pastors starting churches with
the goal of them being racially diverse.

Matthew J. Cressler contributed to this report.
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with trumpets or cannons! (the sounding of the shofar
– ram’s horn – in the synagogue presents a less in-
trusive trumpeting call to community celebration).

On a cold January morning, Henry Thoreau noted
in his journal that the Concord (Massachusetts)
church bells sounded “particularly sweet.” But he
sensed another religion calling: “[Townsfolk] obey
their call and go to the stove-warmed church, though
God exhibits himself to the walker in a frosted bush
today as much as in a burning one to Moses of old.” 

This rings true for me as well. The natural world
“calls out” to us – calls us out – to wild sanctuaries
complete with choirs, scriptures, sermons – every-
thing we expect under the belltowers inside the holy
houses. As bells call Buddhists to mindful attention,
nature’s resounding bells invite deeper contempla-
tion and curiosity. 

Living in California for decades, I passed historic
mission churches all the time. They are quite beauti-
ful buildings, each one with a bell in front or on top.
When there was discussion about placing hundreds
of bells across the state marking the way of the mis-
sions, I wrote a letter to the local paper: “Honoring his-
tory is important, but doesn't it seem odd that one
group gets honored above all others in the public

square? Installing 555 mission bells across the state is
rather alarming.” Ding.

Are we paying attention to the bird-calls and bells
of nature’s congregation? 

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teach-
er, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in
Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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Bell tower in Seneca Falls, New York. CHRIS HIGHLAND/
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