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Some of my earliest memories are fidgeting on a
hard pew in my family’s North Seattle Presbyterian
church before Sunday School, anticipating Bible story-
time, craft projects and prayer practice. The most im-
portant prayer for our little minds to memorize was the
“Lord’s Prayer.” 

In a junior high Communicants Class (required for
membership), a friend and I kept bringing up UFO’s so
the teacher allowed our lessons to wander off topic. I
think she was amused by our interest in mysterious
things – maybe like religion? Amid the lessons on
creeds, church history and more Bible study there was
an emphasis on a “personal relationship” with Jesus.
The best way to nourish that relationship with the
Lord was by talking to Him, especially reciting his
greatest prayer.

“Pray in this way,” Jesus taught his disciples, and he
spoke the famous prayer (Matthew 6; Luke 11). Notice
he never said, “Repeat these words; memorize them;
make these exact words the most important prayer in
your life and worship.” And he didn’t say, “Teach them
to your little children.” 

A closer look at the words might lead us into the
temptation to question the usefulness of the Lord’s
Prayer for our day.

I should first point out the intriguing theology that
Jesus prayed at all. If he was God’s only Son, they
could certainly talk any time. Jesus publicly thanked
his “Father” and cried out to Him in the garden and on
the cross. Yet, he also taught that people should not
pray in public but privately in their room. Which begs
the question: Should the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father)
even be repeated aloud? 

By the way, John 17 records the longest prayer Jesus

said, but who took notes, and why?
“Our Father,” This has established for all Christian

history that God is male.
“Who art in heaven.” The word for heaven is the

same word for sky. We may wonder why God is in the
sky and has to “come down” to earth. Many ancient
cultures believed their gods were “up” in the sky, in the
stars, or on a mountaintop (think of Sinai or Olympus).

“Hallowed be thy name.” The name of God was al-
ways “holy” to the Jewish people, but was not spoken,
so it would be unorthodox to say “Father” or pray to an
image of a male deity.

“Thy kingdom come.” Jesus taught that the king-
dom was “within,” “in your midst,” so the question be-
comes: Where is the kingdom right now and why does
it have to be transported? Was Jesus implying that a
different kind of world had to arrive from somewhere
else? Wasn’t it here already? 

“Thy will be done.” This seems to be the most un-
necessary phrase. Won’t God’s will always be done? If
God doesn’t want something to happen, God wouldn’t
allow it to happen, right? Yes, people do things that

may not be what God wants (“free will”) but God
“could” act to stop whatever God chooses, correct?

“On earth as it is in heaven.” This may be the strang-
est line. People are praying that what God does in the
high place in the sky will be done down here on earth.
Why would God need people to ask for that?

“Give us this day our daily bread.” Since this can’t be
about a free handout from a divine baker, we might ask
how many people have prayed for daily needs to no
avail?

“Forgive us our debts (trespasses) as we forgive our
debtors (those who trespass).” I’m guessing this has
been the hardest for believers to own. An endless cycle
of transgressions and forgiveness?

“Lead us not into temptation.” First, why would God
do that? Second, is it our fault if we fail the test? 

“Deliver us from evil.” Maybe the most heart-
wrenching part of the prayer. How many countless
souls have prayed for protection and safety, even in
churches, and they were not delivered?

“For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever.” Not all Christians say this line. What is it
for?

I said “Amen” to this prayer since childhood. I led its
repetition in worship. And then I just couldn’t do it any
longer. I felt a little guilty and wondered what Jesus
would think of someone who could no longer practice
a religion of repetition? Say this prayer, end it “in His
name,” read this Book, believe this way? I understand
that repetition and ritual is central to religious faith,
but what about honesty?

As I think this through and ask questions, many
would say I think too much, that prayer isn’t about
thinking. I understand. But couldn’t that be a good rea-
son to question repeating The Prayer – or any prayer –
so regularly in our time? 

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Sept. 7

Blessing of the Pets service: 10 a.m., Mills River Pres-
byterian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.com. A special
part of the event will be remembering pets that have
passed during the past year.

Sept. 8

Weekly Forum: “A Walk in a Migrant Camp” 9 a.m.,
First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Pam Rogers had a pro-
found experience in a visit to a migrant camp in Hen-
dersonville and will present why she went, what she
saw, the people she met, and the lessons she
learned. www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-
8630. 
R.C.I.A. class: 9:30 a.m., St. Margaret Mary Catholic
Church, 102 Andrew Place, Swannanoa. If interested
in studying the faith, the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults is hosting an inquiry class. 828-686-8833.
West Canton Baptist Church homecoming: Service
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch, 75 Lowe St., Canton,
off Old Clyde Road. 828-648-5561 or
https://www.westcantonbaptist.org/.

Sept. 10

Death Cafe: 5-7 p.m., First Congregational Church,
1735 5th Ave. W., Hendersonville. A safe place to talk
about anything regarding death, dying, grief, loss.
Light refreshments served. For more information, call
Diane Swift at 828-595-9063. 
GriefShare Ministry 13-week program: 5-7 p.m.
Tuesdays to Oct. 29, Newbridge Baptist Church, 199
Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Biblical, Christ-centered,
compassionate meetings to help hurting people cope
with grief. Free but call 254-7262 to register. Dinner
is included.

Sept. 13

The Brank Family: 7 p.m., First Baptist Church, 63 N.
Main St., Weaverville. Free but donations accepted
for Weaverville Music Study Club. For more informa-
tion contact Harriet Burnette at 828-645-5798.

Sept. 15

Ethical Humanist Society: 2-3:30 p.m., Friends Meet-
ing House, 227 Edgewood Road, Asheville. “Is it Just?
Is it Justice?” by Buncombe County District Attorney
Todd Williams. Free. 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.

Sept. 16

Guided Personal Retreat: Sept. 16-18, Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center, 91 N. Lakeshore Drive.
Spiritual directors and clergy guide you through a
group centering session, prayer service, and individ-
ual spiritual direction session. $279. Call 800-222-
4930. www.lakejunaluska.com/retreats.

Sept. 19

The Personal Growth Forum: 7-8 p.m., Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Hendersonville, 2021 Kanu-
ga Road. Alice McCall presentation encourages at-
tendees to look inwards to address pain through
tools like meditation. Monthly forum to discuss spiri-
tual and alternative health matters. Free. Questions
or speaking inquiries can be directed to McCall at
850-585-5496 or alice@healingpath.info.

Sept. 20

Pre-anniversary service for pastor Elder Verlon
Pompey: 7:30 p.m., Beulah Chapel FBH Church, 102 S.
French Broad Ave., Asheville. Special guest Pastor
Carl McCluney and his congregation, of Harvest Min-
istries. 828-275-6394.

Sept. 21

Clarion Call: You Can Make a Difference-Together
We Can Change the World” 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. $25 for
materials and lunch. Learn how to move from pessi-
mism to optimism, powerlessness to power, paralysis
to action. Led by Randy Siegel.
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munity,” Adams said. “It seemed like everything re-
volved around the church.”

The church also served double duty as a communi-
ty schoolhouse, a common practice in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. According to historical ac-
counts in The Baxter Bulletin, the nearby town of Dev-
ero (which was later renamed Norfork) sent their stu-
dents to the church for school in 1906 as the Devero
community did not have a school of its own.

The building was last used as a church in the early
1990s, Adams said.

“We did have a revival in there a couple times,” he
said. “The last time they used it, it didn’t have electric-
ity. They did kerosene lamps in it.”

The Board of Trustees began its fundraising efforts
to preserve the church in early 2018.

“We’ve been lucky. We’ve had a few nice dona-
tions,” Bradbury said. “We appreciate every dollar we
can get.”

The volunteer group managed to get the building
listed on the Arkansas Register of Historic Places in
August 2018. The Arkansas Register recognizes his-
torically significant properties that do not meet the

requirements to be listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

“We’ve got some work to do before we’re eligible for
that,” Adams said. “We’ve got to replace the windows,
make it more historically accurate. But (a National
Historic Registry), that’s our goal.”

The Board of Trustees has yet to receive any of the
$10,000 grant it was awarded in June. The repair work
earmarked to be funded from that grant will begin
once the state releases the money later this year. The
group is working with Little Rock architect Gary
Clements, who will supervise the restoration process.

To raise additional funds, volunteers have pub-
lished two books detailing the history of the church
and cemetery. The group has sold more than 400
books so far, Bradbury said, and only about 30 copies
of the second volume remain available to purchase.

Volunteers also maintain a Facebook group, “Old
Galatia Church Restoration Project,” where the board
announces progress updates and salutes donors. 
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“At one time, this was the center of

the community. It seemed like

everything revolved around the

church.”
Bill Adams, Galatia Community Building Board of Trustees

persons of the Trinity, while feeling the presence of
the Holy Spirit! And in the silence of my heart I heard
the “voice from heaven-the voice above the river”
saying, “These are my sons in whom I am well
pleased.” Prior to the baptism and many times since, I
have had thoughts of the scriptural account of Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan River as I have re-read Mat-
thew’s account in the third chapter of his Gospel. 

Perhaps, we have heard the story of Jesus’ bap-
tism numerous times, yet, however familiar we are
with this story, I would like for us to think of Jesus’
baptism in a different way. There is a divine relation-
ship between Jesus’ baptism and ours, between his
ministry and ours, and between the voice from heav-
en that Jesus’ heard on that long-ago day and the
voice that we must listen for each day. God speaks
today through his Holy Spirit to us, his people, in
ways that may be different from that day in the river.
However, he does speak, and we must listen for his
voice. 

We can imagine the sound of that voice from heav-
en coming from God, the Father saying, “This is my
Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased.” Just as
God blessed, approved, and commissioned Jesus to
do his work on earth, God can do the same for us. But
we must listen for “the voice from heaven.”

The story of Jesus’ baptism is a story about revela-
tion; a story about the revelation of Jesus’ identity to
those there that day, to the future church, and to all
who have lived since. Yet, it can also be a personal
story about how Jesus can be revealed to each of us.
Because you see, we have no way of knowing who Je-
sus is and how he can change our life without the gift
of revelation. Jesus must be revealed to us, by word
and spirit.

The baptism of Jesus was dramatically different
from the other baptisms that day and any other day
in the river. Jesus’ baptism was a demonstration in
which the Holy Spirit completely takes over. John be-
comes a bystander. The service is taken out of John’s
hands and placed into the hands of God. With Jesus’
baptism the heavens open, there is a voice, and the
Holy Spirit reveals Jesus’ identity to the world.

The voice was “from heaven.” I am not sure how
many heard the voice that day, but I am glad that
someone did and wrote about it. Because you see it is
the same voice that came from the same Spirit of God
and into the life of Jesus that can come to us today.
We all need to hear that same voice and receive a vi-
sion. It comes to us at our baptism and calls to us ev-
ery day of our faith journey. At the beginning of our
walk with Jesus, the voice comes as a call from a sin-
ful life. Then as we answer that call, the voice comes
to guide us in our daily life, comforting, convicting,
encouraging, assuring, and cleansing from sin. The
voice from heaven never leaves the life of a Christian
who is determined to find intimacy with Jesus. This
is the voice calling us to a life of holiness, of sanctifi-
cation.

And why are the Holy Spirit and the voice of God
so important in the life of a Christian? Because that is
what being a Christian is all about-the presence of
the Spirit in our lives like he was in the life of Jesus.

We have all heard the “voice from heaven.” We
heard it when we gave our lives to Jesus and we have
heard it many times since. The Holy Spirit wants to
say personally to you and me repeating the words of
God, “You are my son. You are my daughter. I love you
and am well pleased with you.” Let us remember our
own baptism and then listen to “the voice from heav-
en – the voice above the river.”

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Meth-
odist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 
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