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There is something certainly special
about sitting around a table and eating a
meal with family and friends. Food and
fellowship just seem to go together.
There are so many occasions that bring
us together around a table; birthdays,
weddings, (before and after), reunions,
our Wednesday night Bible study, and
even funerals. It is the food along with
the fellowship that just helps bring peo-
ple closer in relationship. Around the
dinner table there is much remember-
ing, telling of stories, learning who we
are, and sharing ourselves. 

Jesus thought it very appropriate to
use the mealtime to tell stories, to reveal
Himself, and to teach. Many of the
teachings intended for His disciples and
for others, Jesus shared around the sup-
per table. And so, I believe He intends
for us to follow that example.

In the Jewish tradition we find that
meals were times in which lessons were
taught to young folks about their past, it
was also a time of remembering where
they had been, where they were going,
and where they needed to go. The Pass-
over Seder meal is a remembrance of the
flight from Egypt and into freedom. The
lamb, bitter herbs, and bread all have

significance as part of who the Jewish
people are and from where they came.

In Exodus 24, we find the Jewish peo-
ple as they were presented the covenant
of the law from God. When Moses had
explained the laws there at the foot of
Mt. Sinai, the people voiced their will-
ingness to obey. They promised, “We
will do all that God has asked us to do.”
Then we notice in the background of
this text that the next morning Moses
arranged a special sacrifice to seal the
people’s pledge to obey the covenant.
And we find that after the sacrifice and
the commitment of the people “they
saw God and ate and drank.” They cele-
brated their agreement with God and
His presence in their lives with a meal of
fellowship. 

There is a strong sense of hospitality
shown when one is invited or does the
inviting for a meal. Jesus looked at the
crowd on the hillside and knew they
were hungry. So, He took the fish and
the bread and fed over five thousand
people. The two disciples on their way
to Emmaus after Jesus’ crucifixion, end-
ed their walk and talk with Jesus around
the table. In fact, it was around the table
eating supper when Jesus revealed
Himself to them as He blessed and
broke the bread. And there on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee Jesus prepared
breakfast for his disciples who had been
fishing all night. Then while they ate Je-
sus expressed His forgiveness to Peter
by saying, “Feed my sheep.” Jesus’ pres-

ence always brings a sense of hospital-
ity.

The table brings people together in a
special way. Sharing food with someone
who is without, tends to reflect care and
love for that person. Often news, wheth-
er it is good or bad, is shared around the
table. Many times, when we think of do-
ing something special for someone, our
thoughts turn to a meal, a time of shar-
ing our feelings, as well as, our food. Sit-
ting around the table with our family
and friends suggests that we are pro-
tected from those who would harm us.
This may have been what the psalmist
had in mind when he wrote, “You pre-
pare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies.” There is a sense of securi-
ty there at the table. But at the same
time there should be a sense of hospital-
ity, a pulling up of extra chairs for those
who have been left out. We are remind-
ed of the “marriage supper of the Lamb”
which is described in Revelation 19:9. At
that great spiritual feast the church, the
faithful ones, will be united with Christ
and each other in a symbolic wedding
around the supper table. So many won-
derful things can happen around the ta-
ble!

Just as we remember the stories and
the good times around our family tables
and the tables of our friends, we re-
member the stories of Jesus. We re-
member how Jesus took ordinary hospi-
tality and turned it into “radical” hospi-
tality. We remember how He extended

the table of salvation to all who would
“come unto Him,” how He ate with the
sinners, how He touched and healed the
unclean, and how He broke tradition by
sitting down with a Samaritan woman
in a place that He was not supposed to
be, and gave her “living water.” Jesus’
radical hospitality knew no racial, so-
cial, ethnic, or economic boundaries, as
He proclaimed salvation for all.

How radical are we in our hospitality
to those outside our comfort zone?

We see them almost every day, but do
we invite them to our table of hospital-
ity? Jesus says that the table must be
extended beyond the walls of the
church, the invitation given to all. We
invite people to church, greet them
warmly on Sunday morning, but what
happens next? Jesus says “Feed My
sheep. Provide for spiritual growth and
nurture. Extend My table to take care of
the needs of all people.” That’s radical
hospitality. Maybe we can walk through
Samaria and go out of our way as Jesus
did, sitting down with someone with
whom we would not normally sit, as Je-
sus did. And maybe we could tell them,
not just about our church, but about
how Jesus can change their lives. Per-
haps we could tell them our story. How
radical would that be?

Let’s pull up some extra chairs and
begin inviting those who are hungry to
our table!

Invite the hungry for food and fellowship
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event”
to submit details.

July 20

Yard Sale: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Mills River
Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. A highlight of
sale will be about one dozen pieces of
professionally-restored furnishings.
828-891-7101.

July 21

Ethical Humanist Society: 2-3:30
p.m., Friends Meeting House, 227
Edgewood Road, Asheville. Topic is
“Compassion Consciousness” by Jeff
Jones. Most of us have some fairly
habitual ways of responding to con-
flict, disagreement, or a comment that
triggers us. What would it take to
bring a different consciousness to
these situations? 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.
Summer Worship Series at Lake Juna-
luska: 10:45 a.m. Sundays to Aug. 4,
Stuart Auditorium, 20 Chapel Drive,
Lake Junaluska. Services led by inter-
nationally known preachers. www.la-
kejunaluska.com/ summer-worship.
Bible & Breakfast Forum: 9-10 a.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Social Scientist and
Episcopalian Brene’ Brown tackles the
human quest for belonging, redefining
what it means in an age of increased
polarization, in her book “Braving the
Wilderness.” 
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Guest musician is Rosalind Buda on
bagpipes.

July 27

Abraham Jam CD release concert: 8
p.m., Diana Wortham Theatre, 18 Bilt-
more Ave., Asheville. $20-$30. Trio of
David LaMotte, Billy Jonas, and Dawud
Wharnsby who meld their voices and
faiths in a beautiful and inspiring way.
dwtheatre.com.

July 28

Bible & Breakfast Forum: 9-10 a.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Social Scientist and
Episcopalian Brene’ Brown tackles the
human quest for belonging, redefining
what it means in an age of increased
polarization, in her book “Braving the
Wilderness.” 
Summer Worship Series at Lake Juna-
luska: 10:45 a.m. Sundays to Aug. 4,
Stuart Auditorium, 20 Chapel Drive,
Lake Junaluska. Services led by inter-
nationally known preachers. www.la-
kejunaluska.com/ summer-worship. 
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Guest musician is violinist Mariya Po-
tapova.

July 31

Vacation Bible School: 6-8:30 p.m.
July 31-Aug. 2, Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville.
For age 2-sixth grade. Community
Block Party 10 a.m.2 p.m. Aug. 3. Call
828-254-7262 to register.
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From the writings of the Rev. Billy
Graham

Q: Why can’t a cure be found to wipe
away mental anguish caused by war
and evil done in the world? – W.P.

A: Suppose by some miracle all the
past could be straightened out and all of
life’s tangles could be unraveled? Such
a cure would cause worldwide joy!

There is such a joy. There is such a
cure. People can be forgiven of all sin by
humbling ourselves.

The sin and disillusionments of life
can be replaced by righteousness and
contentment, if we will only look to God
who will heal our wounds, forgive our
trespasses, and bring peace to the hu-
man heart.

Years after the Civil War two Amer-
icans were crossing the Atlantic and
began to sing, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.”
Another man with a rich voice joined in.
One of the men asked if he had been in
the war. The singer said, “Yes, I was on
sentry duty at the edge of the woods. I
was frightened because the enemy was
near. I felt homesick and so weary. To
comfort myself I began singing: ‘All my
trust on Thee is stayed / All my help
from Thee I bring / Cover my defense-

less head / with the shadow of Thy
wing.’ After I sung those words, peace
came to me.”

The other man responded that he
had been fighting on the other side, and
when he and his men heard the soldier
singing this great hymn, he said to the
man with the mighty voice, “We were
ready to fire at you, but when we heard
you sing that song we lowered our rifles
and departed with those words in our
minds.”

For those who are weary, for those
who want joy to replace their sorrow,
look to God for peace. He will meet you
in your need.

For all who are weary, look to God for peace
My Answer
Billy Graham

that The Preacher spoke of religion
when he sat on their porch on hot Au-
gust afternoons. As he removed his hat
and wiped the sweat from his forehead,
he talked about the people, their lives,
births and deaths, the history of the
community. 

The creek that babbles under the
bridge on their land, became for her a
symbol that stood for “the ununder-
standable things in life.” Wading into its
mysteries, the stream became a class-
room and sanctuary for her education
and imagination.

“We have often heard life compared
with the flowing ceaselessness of a riv-
er. My life always seemed more like the
bed of a creek, the bed which remains
fairly constant through the years while
a stream of physical, mental and emo-
tional events flowed swiftly by on its
surface.” 

We wade in with her, and find our
own footing in the bedrock. Not merely
to watch the flow, but feel it, digging our
toes down deep in soil, sand and stone.

In a wonderful description of her fa-

ther Willard, who died when Wilma
was only 14, Dykeman says he was rath-
er Puritanical and conservative, but he
had a quality that balanced this: a sense
of humor. 

“It was not the rich, droll humor like
my mother knew; rather, it was a humor
which saw the ironies in life, the para-
doxes in [people], and fitted them to-
gether in a philosophy of life which
found these facts a human, healthy part
of natural life.”

This recalls my own father’s conser-
vative beliefs, punctuated by his laugh-
ter and self-amusing puns. He always
found great enjoyment in making oth-
ers laugh — if not groan — as he looked
for the lighter side of life. I think this
helped him handle the heaviness of
family, faith and personal failures.

As I see it, Wilma Dykeman was a
“spiritual” as well as “secular” sage in
the best possible sense—she didn’t
need to use religious language to talk
about life and living. She seems to have
stood at the confluence of both streams
absorbed from her parents: a mother
who was “a believer in humanity” and
her father who was “a believer in na-
ture.” 

In no way an idealist, she had a keen
eye for “the darker aspects of the natu-
ral world” like forest fires and death.
Hearing hounds on the hunt in autumn
she felt a longing and lonesomeness:
“All the world around me was enfolded
in beauty and in strangeness.” 

There’s a fresh spring and creek to
contemplate in the writing of Wilma
Dykeman. I’m curious what other read-
ers discover in the streams, forests and
hollers she opens for us. 

CHRIS HIGHLAND/SPECIAL TO CITIZEN TIMES

Highland
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When Kennady was young and he
was working with children in the minis-
try, Steele said he used to tell people, “if
you need help, pray. And then get over
it, basically. Her whole situation
changed my outlook.”

Over the years, he said, Kennady
taught him to accept what is and that a
person’s meaning comes not from they
can do or accomplish but from simply
being. “We’re human beings,” he said,
“not human doings.”

“She is an absolute joy just to be
around and she loves everybody,” he
said. “She faces so much physical pain
and frustrations with her body. We can
tell she’s frustrated by her face, but at
the same time, she has so much peace

in her life. And it’s a really cool example
to stay rooted in that peace.” 

She doesn’t have to do anything to
have a meaningful life, Steele said he
discovered. “She just has to be who she
is,” he said.

Fear of death to enjoying today

Steele and his wife write about Ken-
nady and her physical ups and downs
on the family blog called Made
Meaningful.

On Kennady’s 17th birthday in No-
vember, Steele wrote that he and his
wife have “lived in a perpetual state of
being ready for her to die” when she
would contract something like pneu-
monia. Especially when Facebook
friends posted updates of children that
had died with Kennady’s same diagno-
sis.

Now they don’t feel death is as immi-

nent as they once thought. Kennady
even goes to public school now and can
communicate yes or no answers with
her head. But they also don’t relax into
thinking she’ll outlive them. “Let’s en-
joy today. I don’t know what is going to
happen next week. Thank God for
where we are right now,” he writes. 

That’s always been Kennady’s mes-
sage to Steele and his family and by
proxy, Steele’s message to impart to ev-
eryone else. Because that, he said, is
what makes life meaningful. Being in
the now.

“If you think you’re worth something
or not worth something because of
what you do, it will be an insatiable
journey and you will not be satisfied,”
he said. “Because there’s always some-
body who has something more or
something more out there to do.”

He added: “I think we can learn a lot
from Kennady.”

Steele
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