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For several Sundays, our sermon series has focused
on the story of the Old Testament character of Joseph.
From his early years and into his adult life, Joseph
struggled with many issues. His story stretches from
Genesis 37 to the end of the book. It is a fascinating
story that unfolds around Joseph and his family in-
cluding favoritism from his father, his brothers’ loss of
their birthrights to Joseph, jealousy turning to hatred,
attempted murder, selling of Joseph into slavery, false
accusations, and other injustices toward Joseph. An
amazing litany of a dysfunctional family who had been
chosen by God to be a spiritual example to all nations.

Our lesson today picks up the story after Joseph had
been sold into slavery, ending up as slave in the house
of a high official in Egypt. One day, he was accused of
making sexual advances toward his boss’s wife. Al-
though he was innocent, Joseph found himself in the
king’s prison. 

Have you ever been accused of something you did
not do or say? Maybe the consequences of that false
accusation had long-term painful punishment. Joseph
falls into that category. He had been accused of mak-
ing inappropriate physical advances toward his boss’s
wife, who promptly threw him in prison with no read-
ing of Miranda Rights, a trial, or due process. In prison,
Joseph met two other prisoners, the Pharaoh’s cup-
bearer and his baker. These two had dreams which Jo-
seph interpreted, resulting in the release of both, but
also the death of the baker. However, Joseph remained
in prison even after asking the cup bearer to plead for
his release. This did not happen, so Joseph spent the
next two years in prison because of a false accusation.

This still happens today. Although there are many
laws and procedures in place to prevent it from hap-
pening, the truth is that sometimes innocent people
get convicted of crimes they didn’t commit. It’s a terri-
fying thought, but some unfortunate people even lose
their lives for crimes they were not guilty of.

Why do bad things happen to good people? J.D Walt
asked this question in a recent short devotion. Howev-
er, he contended that it just may be the wrong ques-
tion. He was not using the Joseph story as an example,
instead he referred to the story in Acts 5:17-26 of Peter
and the apostles being put into jail for preaching Jesus.
Similar to the Joseph story?

I quote Walt as follows; “Let’s begin today in the
spirit of some good old-fashioned catechesis.”

“QUESTION: ‘If God is for us, who can be against
us?’ Romans 8:31 

ANSWER: A lot of people, powers, principalities
and pain can come against us.”

“QUESTION: Will the opposition ultimately win? 
ANSWER: Not a chance!”
“QUESTION: Can they inflict unbearable pain on us

in the meantime? 
ANSWER: You better believe it.”
“As things heat up in J-Town (Jerusalem) we are go-

ing to start seeing some bad things happening to good
people. The outcomes will vary. In this particular in-
stance, it miraculously worked out for the apostles as
an angel sprang them from jail. As we turn the page
into Acts 6, we will witness our first martyr.”

“But notice as we go along that no one seems to be
asking the perennial question of our time, ‘Why do bad
things happen to good people?’ Do you know why the
Bible does not answer the question, ‘Why do bad
things happen to good people?’ Because the Bible is
simply not asking that question. Neither were the
early Christians asking this question. The early Chris-
tians were not philosophizing about sin, death, and
evil. They were fighting it with everything they had. At
times an angel would spring them out of jail at mid-
night. At other times they would take rocks to the face
until the bitter end.”

“The gospel promises that we will win the war, but it
almost guarantees we will lose quite a few battles
along the way. The true sign of prosperity is not suc-
cess in all things, it is endurance despite all things. We
are not talking about a ‘grit your teeth and grind it out’
endurance born of human effort. Where the Holy Spirit
is involved, it looks like joyfully horrific perseverance.”

“Fast forward to the present day. At times the ene-
my will look like Islamic Jihadists in a peaceful mar-
ketplace. At other times the enemy will take on the
form of stage three cancer for an 18 year old. Some-
times the chemotherapy fails, and cancer wins the bat-
tle. At other times, the suicide vest will fail to detonate,
and the believers will live to see another day.”

“The gospel does not guarantee a get out of jail free
card, though at times, as a bonus of encouragement for
believers, it will miraculously happen. We can rejoice
when it does, but we must remember, the mission is
not contingent on the miracle. After all, where does the
angel send the apostles after delivering them? Yes,
right back into the fray, where they will be arrested
again.”

“If the suffering of Christians designs to convey any
particular message, it is this: Holy Love takes the long
view.”

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that nei-
ther death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39 KJV)

So how can we overcome the suffering, evil, and sin
in our own lives? How can we live victorious lives
without having clear answers to the “Why?” ques-
tions? We can invite God’s presence into every detail
of our lives. We can invite God to do his work in and
through us to reach others. We can realize that God can
take the bad things that happen to us and turn them
into good. And we can acknowledge that God has al-
ready won the battle against sin, death, suffering, and
all that we face.

Because God loves us and will not leave us alone, we
can be “more than conquerors” through Jesus every
day. Just like Joseph, and especially when everything
is going wrong!

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Where is God when everything is going wrong?
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist
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July 7

Free meditation class: 10-11 a.m., Veda Studios
(upstairs), 853 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Physical,
emotional and spiritual benefits. Every first Sunday.
828-348-9123 or brigid9288@gmail.com for informa-
tion. 
Summer Worship Series at Lake Junaluska: 10:45
a.m. Sundays to Aug. 4, Stuart Auditorium, 20 Cha-
pel Drive, Lake Junaluska. Services led by interna-
tionally known preachers. www.lakejunaluska.com/
summer-worship.
Forum “The Definition of Love”: 9 a.m., First Con-
gregational UCC, 1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville.
Improve understanding of love. Then apply the defi-
nition to many situations including an act of love,
love between mates, love of pets, of institutions and
even large groups of people. 828-692-8630 or
www.fcchendersonville.org.

July 14

Bible & Breakfast Summer Sunday Adult Forum:
9-10 a.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St.
Asheville. Social Scientist (and Episcopalian) Brene’
Brown has taken the world by storm with her poign-
ant observations about human life and ultimately the
place of God in it. Copies of book available for $15.

July 20

Yard Sale: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River. A
highlight of sale will be about one dozen pieces of
professionally-restored furnishings. 828-891-7101.

July 21

Ethical Humanist Society: 2-3:30 p.m., Friends
Meeting House, 227 Edgewood Road, Asheville.
Topic is “Compassion Consciousness”by Jeff Jones.
Most of us have some fairly habitual ways of respon-
ding to conflict, disagreement, or a comment that
triggers us. What would it take to bring a different
consciousness to these situations? 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: Why does the Bible say that the Lord may test

people but it can result in gold? – B.Q.
A: When Job, of the Old Testament, considered the

wonders of God in the midst of his trials and hard-
ships, he proclaimed: “When He has tested me, I shall
come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).

Anyone who goes through difficulties keeping their
eyes on the Lord and trusting Him for the result, will
come forth victoriously. The laws of nature provide
insight.

A bar of raw steel may be purchased for a few dol-
lars. But when that bar of steel has been thrust into
the fires and processed, when it has been tempered

and forged and made into tiny watch springs for ex-
pensive watches, that bar of raw steel is turned into
something worth thousands of dollars. Fire and the
skilled hands of master artisans make the difference
in the value.

Just as the sun by its heat and light performs a
thousand miracles a day in the plant kingdom, God
through the refining fire of His Spirit performs a thou-
sand miracles a day in the spiritual realm. His regen-
erating power can take the dull and ordinary things of
our lives – even the burned-out ashes of our past –
and forge them into something useful, even beautiful,
for His purposes.

The Apostle Peter wrote concerning trials: “In this
you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if
need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that
the genuineness of your faith, being much more pre-
cious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to (glorify Jesus Christ)” (1 Peter
1:6-7).

God’s trials can transform us for the better
My Answer
Billy Graham

Evangelical group plans to spend 
$50M on get-out-the-vote efforts

WASHINGTON – Veteran conservative activist
Ralph Reed said Wednesday that the faith-based
group he leads plans to spend at least $50 million on
get-out-the-vote efforts in 2020.

It’s part of a large-scale marshaling of evangelical
resources that’s poised to benefit President Donald
Trump’s reelection campaign.

After Trump spoke to an annual conference hosted
by Reed’s group, the Faith & Freedom Coalition, the
longtime GOP strategist previewed a voter outreach
plan for 2020 that he said would include significant
investment in Latino voters of faith.

Of the $50 million the group has set aside to spend
on communicating with voters, Reed said $4 million
would go toward contacting socially conservative and
religious Latino voters in swing states that include
Florida, Colorado, Nevada and Arizona.

“We will do our job. We will turn out our vote,” Reed
told reporters.

The Faith & Freedom Coalition’s work on turning
out voters, particularly Latinos, who support socially
conservative issues such as abortion restrictions, will
help bolster the Republican Party’s efforts to deliver
Trump a second term.

Vice President Mike Pence visited Florida on Tues-
day for a “Latinos for Trump” event in Miami ahead of
the Democrats’ first presidential primary debate, a
sign that the GOP’s courtship of that voting bloc is al-
ready intensifying.

The eight-figure spending plan by Reed’s group is
also expected to include 500 paid staff members and
5,000 volunteers, according to the Faith & Freedom
Coalition. In addition to evangelical Protestant voters,
the group’s voter contacts will include Roman Catho-
lic voters.

The Faith & Freedom Coalition, founded by Reed in
2009, is a nonprofit organized under a section of the
tax code that permits advocacy on specific issues and
limits activity expressly to promote candidates.

RELIGION BRIEFS

Were you hurt by believers to cause
you to turn away from God? I’ve certain-
ly been disappointed by some believers
over the years and that discouragement
was a factor in my slowly disintegrating
faith. But I chose to leave faith for good,
honest reasons. I didn’t walk out the
door of the Church carrying a bagful of
bitterness. 

If there is no Creator, where did the
universe come from? Good question.
Let’s discuss it. Scientists have some in-
teresting theories to consider. None of
us was there, including the writers of
Genesis, so maybe this will always be an
open question.

Can you prove there is no God? Obvi-
ously not. Re-framing the question:
“Can you prove there is no Santa Claus,

Bigfoot, Tooth Fairy, Nessie, Unicorn or
Alien in a UFO?” We can’t prove a nega-
tive, so it’s left to the devoted believers
in any of these to present their own
“proofs.” 

How can you be a moral person with-
out God? Look around. There are count-
less people in our communities who are
non-religious, who are living good, eth-
ical lives. It’s difficult to see that people
of faith, or of one particular faith, are
more ethical or moral just because they
believe. 

Isn’t life meaningless without God,
with no purpose? If this life is all we
have, I think it’s precious. We bring
meaning or purpose through our per-
sonal choices and actions. 

What about miracles? Amazing, ex-
traordinary things happen. Most of
what I’ve heard or seen that people call
“miraculous” is strange or wonderful,
inviting investigation and rational ex-
planation. Yet, I’ve never seen any evi-

dence for a supernatural miracle. And I
wonder why some believers appear to
need miracles (proofs?). I’m more with
“Doubting Thomas,” who needed to see
in order to believe.

What about Jesus? He was a wander-
ing teacher in a far away place a very
long time ago. He taught many good
things such as love your neighbor and
show compassion. He got in regular ar-
guments with self-righteous religious
leaders. If the story is not a legend, he
was a human being who was made a
god—his simple instructions and way of
life were transformed into a powerful
religious institution.

You don’t have any hope after death?
Not really. I hope I’m remembered, that
I’ve made some difference. I value life
here, now, because this may be all we
get.

What would make you believe in
God? I’m not sure anything would
“make” me believe in one god or anoth-

er. Maybe a voice from the sky, a mes-
sage across the internet, an amputee
have an arm or leg grow back. An invisi-
ble person becoming visible might do it.
Then again, is that “God” and if so,
which one?

Don’t you simply replace God with
Nature? In some ways, I think so. Yet, in
my way of thinking, Nature (the Uni-
verse) is everything and has no person-
ality—Nature is not a “Being” or a divin-
ity to worship.

I appreciate when someone is genu-
inely interested in my thoughts and
opinions. Whether we believe or not,
there’s no need to fear asking questions,
of others or ourselves.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com. 
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