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Last week was filled with excitement around the
church! Not only was the campus buzzing with big
dump trucks and heavy machinery, but we had four
days filled with the voices of children laughing, sing-
ing, dancing, and learning! What a wonderful time
of VBS with children of all ages guided and nurtured
by dozens of volunteers, parents, and staff! A loud
“Thank You” to Pastor Kalyn for leading this minis-
try with joy and much energy! Our prayer is that the
seeds of truth which were sown will sprout, grow,
and bring forth much fruit in the hearts and lives of
our children. Thanks Long’s Chapel for providing
the space and resources for this amazing week! And
thank you, Holy Spirit, for your presence!

Our efforts to teach our children of the eternal
truths of God’s word reminds me of a story in the Old
Testament. In Joshua 12:1-7, we find the Israelites fi-
nally coming to the end of their journey from slavery
in Egypt, the wandering in the desert, and crossing
the Jordan River. They pause in the river, a huge mo-
ment in the journey of the Jewish people. It is so
huge and important that God wanted the people to
take twelve big rocks out of the river and build a
monument so they will never forget what happened
there and on their journey. The people had finally
made it home, home to the Promised Land! It had
taken them over forty years to journey from Egypt,
the symbol of slavery and sin, to the Promised Land,
a symbol of holy living. This was a spiritual event
which needed to be remembered and repeated over
and over to the young people so they would know
and remember. God had repeatedly worked in the
lives of these people. He had never left them, even
when they had left him; he had kept his promise and
brought them to himself. God did not want them to
forget that it was his grace and love that had sus-
tained them and not their own efforts. The stones
were to be symbols of the mighty hand of God as he
works in the lives of his people.

But we must realize that we are not to just stand
around looking at a monument made of river rocks;
symbols of the past. The stones of the foundation of
our Christian faith and our Wesleyan heritage should
point us to the future; the future of our church and
the very existence of our Biblical standards lie not
only in ourselves, but in the instructions we are to
give the next generation. We reach into the past and
pull out those great things, those “stones and rocks”
of salvation, holy living, Spirit-filled living, and the
stones of being a true follower of Jesus. We point our
children, young people, and others to these great
things, reminding them of a God who works and
lives in the daily lives of his people; a God who can
transform a person from being separated from him
to a person who is a follower of Jesus.

We touch the water and remember our baptism;
we dip in the cup of juice and remember the blood
which was shed for us; we taste the bread and re-
member the body that was broken for us. Remem-
bering these things and knowing that they are real in
our lives increase our faith and create a sense of
thankfulness. It also reminds us of the basic truth
that we are completely dependent on God when we
are tempted to imagine that we have accomplished
so much on our own; or when we try to carry out our
will instead of God’s will. God says, “Remember how
you got here. Take a look at these rocks from the riv-
er. They are a reminder that I was the one who bore
you on eagle’s wings and brought you to myself. I am
the one who died for you while you were a sinner.
And by the way, fathers and mothers, grandparents,
Sunday school teachers, preachers, we all have a re-
sponsibility to tell the children and the young people
about me and how I can transform lives.”

It’s about the stones that we should be building
as memorials to God and reminders of our salvation.
The gathering and building start early in life; these
children on our campus last week at VBS have al-
ready begun the gathering of “stones of remem-
brance,” we must help them to continue.

The story of the Old Testament and the story of
Jesus are not just entertaining events to be read and
viewed with curiosity and occasional interest. We
can take the lessons of the Old Testament law and
God’s mercy and patience with his people and apply
them to our walk today. We can take the forgiveness,
compassion, love, and complete surrender that Je-
sus offers and demands, and make it our story.
That’s why it is so important for us to remember and
to remind ourselves and others of the acts of grace in
our lives. That’s why God wanted his people to stack
up the rocks from the river.

Have we gathered up stones of the great truths
and beliefs of God’s word? Fathers, mothers, and
grandparents, you may be asked by your children,
“What do these stones mean? What does church
really mean? Bible study, prayer, personal devo-
tions, what are these things about? What does fol-
lowing Jesus involve? Baptism, confirmation, Holy
Communion, this altar; what do they really mean for
a disciple of Jesus?” So, what will your answer be?
What will you tell them when they point to the
stones and ask the questions?

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United
Methodist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at
828-456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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every habitat in the world.” (If you haven’t seen one,
watch one of the amazing videos online — better yet,
go outside).

I decided to test the little creature to see how much
“jump” she had. Holding my sleeve 3-4 inches from the
railing I quickly calculated it was about 10 times the
length of the spider’s body. She leapt over with ease. At
about 20 lengths, she missed. Her invisible thread
bungeed her back to the railing. Then she came back
for more.

These little hoppers are very inquisitive, which
brings me to another level of meditation — maybe the
tiniest, almost imperceptible level of contemplation.
I’ll mention another little critter to illustrate. 

Some people in these parts complain when the
“stink bugs” arrive each year. When a friend posted a
picture with the caption “They’re Back!,” I responded
by saying we call them “curiosity bugs” and they only
stink when smashed. Funny humans. 

Carol and I watch these things walk up and down
and around and around tables and curtains. Entomol-
ogists tell us they are looking for mates, places to lay
eggs or searching for food. No doubt that’s true. But I
also think they’re simply wandering and wondering
what’s up there, down there, across there. 

Just like the jumping spiders. As I move my hand
around, they turn and watch. If I move closer, they may
raise up on their legs a bit and lift their collection of
eyes upward. Watching. Curious. I don’t sense that
they are either defensive or aggressive. I’m so much

bigger, but they don’t seem to care. 
With so many creatures living in fear of humans,

isn’t it a relief, even a delight, to find some little thing
(or maybe a big one) that isn’t afraid of us and doesn’t
want to hurt or eat us? (I can’t help imagining the
worlds of Narnia or the Lord of the Rings where hu-
mans and hobbits are kin to many living things, or the
Native American belief that “we are relatives”).

Now, I’m consistently skeptical of the way we an-
thropomorphize our world, our universe. And religion
is the expert at that. But I also understand it. We’re
curious too. We want to know what’s out there and up
there and down there, and if there’s a “there” there.
And we think maybe “it’s” like us—an insect, an ani-
mal, the world, the universe, god. So we look closer. Or
we don’t, and miss some important lessons.

One lesson I have to keep learning is “just be right
here and watch, listen.” This makes me even more cu-
rious — “eager to learn something,” from a root-word
for “careful.” Sounds like a contradiction, doesn’t it?
When we’re being eager we can “throw care to the
wind” in our enthusiasm; we get so excited at some
new discovery, we may not care that much to be care-
ful. Yet, this is who we are. We are jumping spiders.

In her work, Carol tries to understand people better.
I tried that for a long time. Now I think I’m more in-
terested in trying to understand the non-human world
better. What’s going on around me, and why? What IS
that, and what’s it doing? 

Eating lunch with jumping spiders made me more
curious about them. I found out that they don’t have
ears, but they pick up vibrations from all the tiny hairs
along their body.

Keep an eye out for them. They’re keeping all theirs
out for you!
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WILMINGTON, Del. – For more than 150 years,
members of Wilmington’s Episcopal community were
baptized, married and eulogized at the imposing Ca-
thedral Church of St. John in Brandywine Village.

This year, after sitting vacant since 2012 due to de-
clining membership and rising maintenance costs, the
church will be reborn with a new purpose: housing the
elderly.

The Ministry of Caring has converted the historic
Gothic Revival structure and a priest’s residence on its
grounds into 17 apartment units for low- and moder-
ate-income seniors. A new building adjoining the
church adds 36 units to the new Village of St. John.

The apartments will be offered to residents over the
age of 62, with a maximum of four residents per unit
and income restrictions determined by the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

In the cathedral building, each unit retains archi-
tectural characteristics of the original church – tall,
arched, wrought-iron windows in one, the wooden
roof beams of the old choir room in another.

Some units even have stained glass casting soft,
colored light into the living space.

The Ministry of Caring is taking applicants for the
apartments for seniors living on 30 to 60 percent of the
HUD-determined area median income, which in Wil-
mington means about $21,000 to $42,000 for two peo-
ple. Rents range from $492 to $1,521 per month.

The cathedral will be converted to an open space for
community gatherings and performances by the Choir
School of Delaware, which is headquartered in a
neighboring building. A nondenominational side cha-
pel, adorned with intricate stone carvings, will be kept

for residents to use.
The $15 million renovation was partially financed by

tax credits for historic preservation and for low-income
housing. Construction was done by a Philadelphia firm
that specializes in converting historic, religious struc-
tures, according to Ministry development director Pris-
cilla Rakestraw.

Rakestraw said the Ministry had the full support of
city and state officials.

“When I drive past that project, it gives me confi-
dence that we can take so many of the buildings that
look like they’re in decline and re-purpose them in a
way that uplifts the community,” Mayor Mike Purzycki
said. “That project is a beacon for what’s possible in
that neighborhood.”

The church overlooks parts of northeast Wilmington
that have seen better days. North Market Street, once a
bustling business corridor, struggles with vacancies.

Purzycki said he’s confident the “magnificent” reno-
vation could be a “shot in the arm” for redevelopment in
the area.

The city made road and sidewalk improvements to
support the project and added a pedestrian crosswalk
on Concord Avenue, connecting the apartments and a
parking lot that visitors will be able to use.

Purzycki’s office supported the Ministry’s applica-
tions for tax credits.

Initial construction in 2017 was delayed by “a chal-
lenge” related to historic tax credits, according to a pro-
ject overview provided by the Ministry. Emails show
the tax credits that year had already been awarded for
the Buccini-Pollin Group’s renovation of the DuPont
Building for Chemours.

The church opened in 1858, funded primarily by
Alexis I. du Pont and his wife, Joanna.
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From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: Why can’t people live life the way they want to

when it comes to their own personal morality? Why is
it anyone’s business? – I.L.

A:No one lives in the world “alone.” The human race
was put on Earth to enjoy the benefits given by God.
The world needs moral leadership that respects the
rights of all men and women – rights that God de-
signed for our benefit and to give us the greatest poten-
tial for leading productive lives. We need a morality
that guarantees respect for mothers who mother, for
fathers who father, and for all those who live and work
together to fulfill God’s commandments to pursue our
individual destinies. We do not need a new moral or-
der; the world desperately needs the tried and tested

moral order that God handed down centuries ago. Un-
less we turn to the morality that Jesus Christ exempli-
fied, society is doomed!

Many years ago the Secretary of Health and Human
Services called for a renewed sense of personal re-
sponsibility, stating that Americans were experienc-
ing consequences of unwise choices of behavior and
lifestyle. Linked to this is an erosion of those institu-
tions that have generated, shaped and sustained our
ethical and cultural standards – family, neighborhood,
school and church.

We have changed our moral code to fit our behavior
instead of changing our behavior to harmonize with
God’s moral code. We have glamorized vice and mini-
mized virtue. The fact that immorality is rampant
throughout the nation doesn’t make it right. The Ten
Commandments are just as valid today as they were
when God gave them. They provide the foundation of
right living in the sight of God and with others. “We
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the pre-
sent age” (Titus 2:12).

World needs moral leadership that respects all
My Answer
Billy Graham


