
Asheville Citizen-Times - 06/01/2019 Page : D02

© Asheville Citizen-Times
June 11, 2019 9:00 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 90% from original to fit letter page
2D ❚ SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2019 ❚ ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TIMES

In conversation with a close friend I listened as he
told me his views on God, the Bible, Jesus … and
LGBTQ people. I found it curious, as I frequently do in
these matters, that my friend was most upset about
the people who didn’t believe or live as he did. In fact,
it really didn’t seem to matter if a “differently sexual”
person read the Bible, went to church and believed in
God. They were “wrong,” “against the scriptures” and
made God (and my friend) very unhappy. 

When it was my turn to share my thoughts about
this, I asked a question that has become a standard
default for me to ask: What do your [in this case,
LGBTQ] friends say about this?

You might think that’s a dumb question but I think
it’s the best one to ask. It goes right to the heart of the
matter. My friend had no LGBTQ friends—or at least
he didn’t think so. 

When another friend was commenting on how she
felt about having an immigrant couple living next
door I was about to ask The Question but she sur-
prised me by saying, “You know, I’ve gotten to know
them, we talk about our flowers and neighborhood is-
sues, and they’re actually very nice people. I like
them!” 

It’s not so easy to be prejudiced toward another
when they are your neighbors, co-workers or friends.

How often do we hear people with strong beliefs
speak disparagingly or judgmentally about “those
people,” be it “the immigrants,” “the homeless,” “the
gays,” a selected ethnic, religious or political group or
some other disliked “them”?

Those who hold so tightly to their Bibles (or Qur-
’ans, Torahs, Vedas or Sutras) sometimes seem to for-
get not only to read their holy books but to practice
their basic teachings. In ancient societies, any “out-
siders” were often held in suspicion as aliens, here-
tics, infidels or worse. Those beyond the boundaries
of the community were feared, avoided at all cost—
and not just the people, their “foreign” beliefs as well.

Yet, we have threads of passages that run like bind-
ing through scriptures, such as this teaching woven
into the narrative: Abraham is told to “go from your
country and kindred,” becoming a sojourner in Egypt.
In the land of Canaan, after his wife Sarah dies, Abra-
ham has to ask the local inhabitants for a place to bury
her since “I am a stranger and an alien residing among
you” (Genesis 12 and 23). Later, in the time of Moses,
the Lord instructs the people to show justice to those
they don’t know: “You shall also love the stranger, for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Deuterono-
my 10).

Centuries later we have Hebrew prophets pro-
claiming that the Lord is more interested in the treat-
ment of strangers than in religious rituals (see Isaiah
58). God will punish those who treat strangers like dirt
(Amos 2).

The Stranger of Nazareth dared to suggest the

treatment of strangers was his special concern (Mat-
thew 25). Early Christians believed that the faithful
are all “strangers and foreigners,” so they should be
very careful to show hospitality to any strangers (He-
brews 11 and 13).

When discussing Islam, I always point out that
nearly every chapter in the Qur’an begins with “In the
Name of God the Compassionate and Merciful.” A
Muslim, or anyone else, who forgets this thread that
binds the book, can “miss the point” of the scriptures
or the religion itself.

Those who say they “believe the scriptures” might
pay attention to the bindings of their special books—
the threads often missed when the concern is more
about being “right and righteous” and “winning the
culture wars” than living a compassionate life.

What if someone uses their “Word of God” to judge
a whole community of people? This is so common I
think it’s worth a reasonable response. First, I would
ask: How can you apply one strand of your teaching
and not others? Second, I would ask: How are those
“others” harming you or threatening your faith? Third,
I would ask The Question, the one that really super-
sedes all the others: What do your friends in that other
community say about your feelings?

Most people will answer, “I don’t know any of
them; none of those people are my friends.”

So, they are strangers? You don’t really know
them? If so, how can you judge them, let alone dislike
them or even hate them?

I may have a bit of an advantage here, since I’ve
taught courses in world scriptures and spent much of
my life around people of various religious beliefs.

Yet, honestly, I have to ask myself The Question
each time I slip up and judge “them”—even some of
the most judgmental.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teach-
er, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in
Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

June 1

Barbecue and silent auction: 11 a.m. until sold out,
Acton United Methodist Church, 171 Sand Hill School
Road, Asheville. $10. 828-667-2477. 
Walter E. Ashley Lecture Series: June 1-2, First Con-
gregational Church, 1735 5th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. The Rev. Ed Bacon speaks at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
June 1 and will preach at 10:30 a.m. service June 2.
Lectures are $25 each or $75 for all with lunch. Call
828-692-8630.
Are You Known? A Pregnancy and Infant Loss
event: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Trinity Baptist Church, 216
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Grieve your loss with
others, celebrate your baby’s life. Free breakfast and
lunch, small groups, prayer time, balloon release,
easy hike, 15 minute individual counseling sessions.
mtnpregnancy.com/events.
Barbecue fundraiser: 4-8:30 p.m., Oteen Baptist
Church, 37 Oteen Church Road, Asheville. Barbecue
chicken and pork, music, MacKenzie Bell-child prodi-
gy fiddler, door prizes, cake auction, silent auction.
For cancer patients Bruce and Ruth Kellum. 828-356-
4146 or PayPal.me/srgma.

June 2

Free meditation class: 10-11 a.m., Veda Studios
(upstairs), 853 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Physical,
emotional and spiritual benefits. First Sunday of
every month. 828-348-9123 or brig-
id9288@gmail.com.

June 8

Indoor yard sale: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., First Baptist Church
of Weaverville, 63 N. Main St. Household items, vin-
tage glassware, art, antiques, clothes, books, furni-
ture, more. Baked goods and drinks available.

June 9

Summer Worship Series at Lake Junaluska: Sundays
June 9-Aug. 4, Stuart Auditorium, 20 Chapel Drive,
Lake Junaluska. Rev. Josh Kurtz preaches at 7 p.m.
June 9 in Memorial Chapel for kickoff service. All
other services at 10:45 a.m. Services led by interna-
tionally known preachers.
www.lakejunaluska.com/summer-worship.

June 16

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: “Asheville’s
Diversity at Risk” by Gene Bell at 2 p.m., Friends
Meeting House, 227 Edgewood Road.
http://EHSAsheville.org.

June 23

Choral Evensong and organ recital: 4 p.m., Episco-
pal Church of Saint John in the Wilderness, Green-
ville Highway, Flat Rock. By musical students, alumni
and instructor Dewitt Tipton of Furman University.
Free but donations accepted. 828-693-9783.
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From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: My son returned from a military tour in Af-

ghanistan and severely struggles with PTSD. He
served our country fighting one battle only to return
and fight a greater battle that he is not winning. It is
so discouraging to watch his struggles that often lead
to raging fits and other anxiety symptoms. Is there
any hope for him to overcome this terrible battle? –
W.M.

A:There is always hope. When the world tells us to
“Give up,” hope whispers. Perhaps the greatest psy-
chological, physical and spiritual need all people
have is the need for hope that builds our faith and
points us beyond our problems.

Louis Zamperini, a former American Olympic dis-
tance runner and WWII POW lived to tell about how

he survived 20 months in a Japanese prison camp,
only to return home and find himself depressed be-
cause of his nightmares and his dependency on alco-
hol. His story is worth listening to in the documen-
tary “Captured by Grace.” This message will shed
light on the struggles and ultimate victory that so
many military personnel experience.

The Bible says, “Anxiety in the heart of man
causes depression, but a good word makes it glad”
(Proverbs 12:25). This is exactly what turned Louis
around: God’s Good News. Nothing is more healing
than reading God’s Word and believing it to the point
of submitting completely to its truth. The Bible says,
“(God’s) word is my source of hope” (Psalm 119:114,
NLT). No situation is beyond God’s control.

There are many who have made great sacrifices
that have benefitted the American people and we
must faithfully lift them up to the Lord, praying for
their comfort in sorrow, light in darkness, peace in
turmoil, rest in weariness and healing in sickness
and disease. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
gives all of this to us in great measure.

With hope – and God’s Word –
redemption is never beyond our grasp

My Answer
Billy Graham

ing hands and dancing in a perpetual circle, insepara-
bly bound together in a dance of joy and love. So, we
can imagine the Trinity as a glorious love-filled dance
into which we are invited to join. However, we must
remember that learning the dance takes time and
practice. “The question is not whether we can explain
the Trinity, but whether we are experiencing the reali-
ty of it.” (James Harnish) Have we joined the dance?
The relational “dance” of learning from the Trinity can
give birth to change in our lives.

Not only are we invited to experience the fellowship
of the Trinity, but we have an opportunity to witness
how the person of the Holy Spirit can make a radical
difference in our lives. We must realize that we need
major work done in our hearts; we have fallen into a
bad state of disrepair. When we allow Christ, in the
person of the Holy Spirit, to come into our lives and set

up housekeeping, his desire is to “…fill us entirely with
the fullness of God.” (Read Ephesians 3:16-19 CEB)
James Harnish writes, “Paul describes God’s work in
our hearts as nothing less than a total renovation pro-
ject in which the Holy Spirit moves in to reinforce that
which is good and restore that which is damaged.”

The renovations of our heart and life by the divine
power of the Holy Spirit are sometimes uncomfortable
and even painful, but the changes and transforma-
tions are for our good and for God’s glory. Augustine
(A.D. 354-430), before becoming a believer and an
early church leader, lived a hedonistic, self-absorbed
life. He was like many people in our culture today, gift-
ed and talented, yet absorbed in a world that seems
“soulless” and empty. This sense of emptiness caused
Augustine to pray, “The house of my soul is too small
for you (God) to enter: make it more spacious by your
coming. It lies in ruins: rebuild it.” (The Confessions)

Harnish suggests three steps to become engaged in
this renovation project. The first is to recognize our
need, to be painfully honest with ourselves that we are
hopeless without God’s redemptive grace. The second

step is to open every aspect of our daily lives to the
work of the Holy Spirit, the transforming work that
only he can do. Changing us from who we are used to
being, into who he wants us to be. We hold tightly to
the promise that Jesus gives in Revelation 3:20. “Look,
I am knocking, if you open the door, I will come in.” The
third step is a lifetime process of surrendering the con-
trol of our lives so that the Spirit can shape us into the
image of Jesus. This step is the most difficult and
many believers are tempted to leave it out completely.
It is at this point in our faith journey in which we ask
Jesus to move completely in with us. This surrender-
ing step is where “Jesus says to everyone, ‘All who want
to come after me must say no to themselves, take up
their cross daily, and follow me.’” (Luke 9:23 CEB) Je-
sus has sent his Holy Spirit to make this possible, to
change our hearts, and give him control of our lives.
Are we ready to surrender?

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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nary and finished in 2006.
The Bozeman brothers would do the same in 2009.

Foley – by then Father Christopher Foley – would join
the two of them at the altar during their ordinations.
Their wives and children were in the pews.

“I remember leaning over to them and saying,
“How on earth did we get here?’” Foley says.

It was 2013 when Foley got The Call.
“Lee – Father David now – calls me up and says,

‘I’ve been writing some songs,’” Foley recalls.
It would be the band’s first CD since the three of

them became priests.
Black, the drummer, was working through health

problems. Hinton, the other guitarist, turned a burri-
to business out of his home into a string of successful
restaurants. 

Foley saw his life as trading one stage for another.
He has overseen the growth of Holy Cross from a mis-
sion to a congregation. The church is part of the Or-
thodox Church in America, which shares lineage with
Greek and other Eastern Orthodox congregations.

The church draws its members from across the
state. The congregation has purchased and blessed
land as part of a capital campaign for a church to be
built in Kernersville.

“Now, as a priest, my life is not just my own,” Foley
says. “But I remembered a priest in seminary saying
you have to have a hobby for your sanity. Music is
mine.”

Foley
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