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for allowing black children to join its daycare.
Membership dwindled to just a few dozen through

those years, and the church sold its building in 2000.
The Montgomery Advertiser reported in 2016 that cur-
rent members of First Presbyterian in Pike Road signed
a “Resolution of Repentance” for the sins of their fore-
fathers.

“Some of this history is pretty dark,” Wolf said.
“There were people who took the gospel of Jesus
Christ and twisted it into an instrument to subjugate
people.”

Historians say all of that adds to the significance of
a building that was already notable in other ways. Pan-
horst said it was likely built in part by freed slave Hor-
ace King, the same man who built the spiral staircases
in Alabama’s Capitol building a few blocks away.

“We’re not talking about whitewashing the history
or anything,” Panhorst said. “Whatever the artifact
says about what happened in it, perspectives on that
will change. We’re seeing a sea of change in Montgo-
mery right now… as a result of the Equal Justice Initia-
tive museum and memorial.”

Past vs. people

First Baptist proposed a plan to demolish the sanc-
tuary along with part of the more recent buildings to
build a dedicated facility for the Caring Center. The
plan would have preserved the 1847 bell tower at the
front of the church, along with its spiral staircases and
stained-glass windows. Anderson said that plan has
since been withdrawn while the ad hoc committee ex-
plores options.

Panhorst said a “casual, preliminary investigation”
by a visiting an historic architect found no immediate
threat to the sanctuary’s stability.

“There’s a difference of opinion in what it costs,”

Panhorst said. “Generally, it’s cheaper to save some-
thing than it is to build something new.”

Panhorst and other preservationists have been
meeting with First Baptist to discuss the options, in-
cluding adapting the existing building for a different
use or dividing the lease.

Wolf said First Baptist has already poured about
$40 million into construction and development down-
town in recent years, growing programs that offer ev-
erything from daycare to tutoring across the area. But
the oldest parts of First Presbyterian “are not sustain-
able.”

“Churches go out of business when they forget what
their business is,” Wolf said.

Meanwhile, the Caring Center continues to help
thousands while the sanctuary mostly sits empty. Ja-
cobs said workers there yearn for a safe, usable space,
one where they can expand the ambition of the pro-
gram to help beyond immediate, emergency needs like
food and clothing.
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the nation but the church and the women’s rights
movement as well. “The Woman’s Bible,” as Stanton
well knew, would be controversial, but like her mentor
Lucretia Mott, she was unafraid of being called a here-
tic, an infidel and worse. 

For “The Woman’s Bible,” Stanton gathered women
scholars to join her in a close reading of all biblical pas-
sages concerning women. Raised in the Presbyterian
church, Stanton knew the Bible well enough to begin
her introduction with strong words: “From the inaugu-
ration of the movement for woman’s emancipation the
Bible has been used to hold her in the ‘divinely or-
dained sphere,’ prescribed in the Old and New Testa-
ments.” As she saw it, civil and canon laws, creeds and
scriptures of nearly all denominations grow directly
from this traditional view of women.

She wastes no time wrestling with the text. In Gene-
sis she finds that God created both man and woman
“in his own image, male and female.” As the Hebrew
text presents the story of creation, “masculine and
feminine were equally represented” in the Creator.
Therefore, Stanton can see no reason for not address-
ing prayers to “an ideal Heavenly Mother … as well as to
a Father.” 

As for the position of woman in the story, Stanton
notes that “equal dominion is given to woman over ev-
ery living thing, but not one word is said giving man
dominion over woman.”

Her cadre of scholars comment on many passages
throughout the Hebrew Bible. Before they tackle the
Christian scriptures, one scholar states, “Now we are
coming to understand the Bible better than to worship
it as an idol.” It is a book that should not be “exalted

above reason” but seen “in its true light—a book in
which many a bright jewel has been buried under some
rubbish … a book which is not above the application of
reason and common sense.”

Stanton opens her commentary on the Christian
portion of the Bible with a question: “Does the New
Testament bring promises of new dignity and of larger
liberties for woman?” Her answer: “While there are
grand types of women presented under both religions
[Judaism and Christianity], there is no difference in
the general estimate of the sex.” Her “inferior position”
even seems more pronounced in these later scriptures.

As for Mary, Stanton thinks her famous son owed
his virtues to the character of his mother. Joseph has a
“questionable position” in the story and “if a Heavenly
Father was necessary, why not a Heavenly Mother?”
After taking on the virgin birth and the trinity, Stanton
explains that “Jesus taught us, as no one else has ever
done, the humanness of God and the divinity of [hu-
manity]” and because of this he deserves “the rever-
ence of the world.”

A thoughtful reading of “The Woman’s Bible” is en-
lightening, on Mother’s Day, or any day that honors our
humanity and human rights.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton, mother of seven and a
mother of the women's rights movement.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The unexpected death of
Christian author Rachel Held Evans on Saturday has
led to an outpouring of support from those touched by
her writings, with many saying she is the reason they
kept their faith in God and the church.

In mid-April, Evans was hospitalized and put into a
medically-induced coma when doctors found she was
experiencing seizures while treating her for an infec-
tion.

On Saturday, her husband, Dan Evans, announced
her death on her website and shock and grief overtook
many at the news.

A GoFundMe campaign, launched to help cover
medical expenses during her hospital stay, had a goal
of $70,000. By Sunday morning, it had exceeded
$179,000.

Rachel Held Evans was known for her progressive
Christian voice. She was a speaker, writer and author
of numerous best-selling books, including “Faith Un-
raveled,” “A Year of Biblical Womanhood,” “Searching
for Sunday” and “Inspired.” 

Her writings resonated particularly with those
struggling with their faith, traditional evangelicalism
and the treatment of women and LGBT persons with-
in the church.

“Yet instead of throwing out God or church, Rachel
demonstrated a robust Christian faith outside the
bounds of evangelicalism,” Katelyn Beaty, author of
“A Women’s Place,” wrote in a tribute column for the
Religion News Service.

“She showed that that world’s gatekeepers, its vo-
racious ‘discernment bloggers,’ don’t have the final
say about one’s standing before Christ.”

Beaty wrote that Evans, in her “Searching for Sun-
day” book, traced her own personal journey through
the Episcopal church. 

“Along the way, she helped many readers stay teth-
ered to faith when they wanted to bolt,” Beaty wrote.

Indeed, after her death, the #BecauseofRHE hash-
tag began trending as people told their own stories
about how Evans inspired them to keep their faith and
remain active in their churches.

“When I was still struggling with my faith, this
woman was one of the voices who made me feel like
no one had the right to reject me,” wrote one woman
under the name Jamie Holderman. “She held space
for me to feel loved.”

The Rev. Emmy Kegler, pastor of Grace Lutheran
Church in Minneapolis and the founder of Queer
Grace, an online resources guide around LGBTQ life
and faith, told of how Evans inspired her.

“She taught me how to hold my faith upside down
and shake it till grace fell out,” Kegler wrote Sunday.
“I’ll do the same again today, not just for myself but for
all in need. #BecauseOfRHE.”

Others paid similar tributes. 
But it wasn’t just progressive Christians who felt

touched by Evans, her writings and her life.
Most notably, Russell Moore, the president of the

Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission, took to Twitter to urge people to

support her family and donate to the GoFundMe cam-
paign.

Evans “leaves behind a husband and two small
children, one 3 and one less than one year old. As
many as can, let’s please help this grieving young
family with the overwhelming medical bills,” Moore
wrote.

Moore regularly tangled with Evans online but said
conservative Christians are better off because of her. 

“I was on the other side of her Twitter indignation
many times, but I respected her because she was nev-
er a phony,” Moore told The New York Times. “Even in
her dissent, she made all of us think, and helped those
of us who are theological conservatives to be better
because of the way she would challenge us.”

Evans, 37, was from Dayton, Tennessee, and in ad-
dition to her writings, served on former President Ba-
rack Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and
Neighborhood Partnerships. She was a regular speak-
er across the nation. 

Funeral arrangements are pending.
Contributing: The Associated Press.

Why Christian author Rachel
Held Evans inspired so many
Duane W. Gang Nashville Tennessean
USA TODAY NETWORK - Tennessee

Rachel Held Evans, author of “Evolving Growing up
in Monkey Town,” is pictured in front of the Rhea
County (Tennessee) Courthouse, the site of the
1925 Scopes monkey trial, on July 19, 2010. Evans
died May 4 after a brief illness. SHELLEY MAYS/THE
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

May 12

Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is
flutist Rosalind Buda.
Forum “The Doctrine of Discovery-Unmasking the
Domination Code”: 9 a.m., First Congregational UCC,
1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Columbus and
other colonizers laid claim to the lands of the original
nations of the Americas and elsewhere on the basis
of the idea that Christians had a biblical right to
discover and dominate non-Christian lands.
www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-8630.

May 14

Musicke Antiqua concert: 7 p.m., Grace Lutheran
Church, Sixth Avenue W., Hendersonville. Blue Ridge
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists presents
free concert. Consort of early instruments including
recorders, viols, percussion and English spinet. 828-
693-4890. 

May 15

Edward Espe Brown presents “The Most Important
Point” in conversation with Danny S. Parker: 6-7
p.m., Malaprop’s Bookstore/Cafe, 55 Haywood St.,
Asheville. Free. Essays on Zen, food, and life. Brown
was one of the first Westerners to be ordained a
priest by Shunryu Suzuki Roshi. malaprops.com/
event/edward-espe-brown-presents-most-impor-
tant-point-conversation-danny-s-parker.

May 17

Sacred Current retreat: May 17-19, Prama Institute,
182 Ananda Girisuta Drive, Marshall. $175 by April 23
or $200 after includes workshops, meals, camping,
and parking. Immersion and transformation through
Kundalini Yoga. www.pramainstitute.org.
Shabbat Service: 7 p.m., Abiding Savior Lutheran
Church, 801 Charlotte Highway, Fairview.
www.jscasheville.org.

May 18

Jewish Secular Community of Asheville’s Scholar in
Residence Weekend: Ambrose West, 312 Haywood
Road, Asheville. Register by May 15 for May 18-19
sessions at Ambrose West. $35, $25 JSCA members.
www.jscasheville.org/Special-Event.

May 19

“How Can A Capitalistic Democracy Offer a Strong
Social Safety Net? Sweden: Myths and Realities”:
Presented by Julie Snyder at 2 p.m. meeting of Eth-
ical Humanist Society of Asheville at Friends Meeting
House, 227 Edgewood Road. 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.
Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is
Karen Pommerich on small pipes.

May 20

Annual Greater Asheville Citywide Revival: 7 p.m.
May 20-24, Tried Stone Missionary Baptist Church,
100 Carroll Ave., Asheville. Guest preacher is Dr. Alyn
E. Waller, of Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church, in Phil-
adelphia. 828-776-1721.
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