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and Lyft drivers who practice Islam are
welcome. There is no imam. Drivers
take turns leading the daily prayers.

“Asia, Africa, American, European,”
said Alseny Diallo, an Uber driver who
emigrated from Liberia. “There’s no
country I don’t see here. Everybody is
here.”

Philadelphia’s cab drivers had very
different lives in the countries they
came from. Among their number are

doctors and engineers, Amadou Diallo
said. They focused their talents on
building a welcoming place. One driver
with a knack for carpentry volunteered
his time to build the wooden deck along-
side the trailer.

The running water is another innova-
tion by drivers. A garden hose linked to a
fire hydrant brings water into storage
tanks, and a pump in a barrel channels
the water to the washing spigots. A
small blue box inside the mosque holds
donations. It costs $1,000 to $2,000 a
year to maintain and clean the space.

The sense of pride in the structure,
and the community it helps create, is

evident when drivers discuss the work
that went into it. A complaint among
drivers of every denomination is that
the lot’s portable toilets don’t include
plumbing. The Muslim drivers see their
place of worship as a gift to every cabbie
who relies on the airport for income.

Taxi driver Kazi S. Ullah performs
wudu, the ritual washing for purifica-
tion before prayer, as the dhuhr (mid-
day) prayer time begins at the makeshift
mosque in the waiting lot for airport taxi
drivers on Island Avenue in Philadel-
phia. Drivers paid for and built the
washing station themselves.

“The water is available for everybody,

not just Muslims,” Amadou Diallo said.
“This we did from our hearts to help our
fellow drivers.”

A number of drivers were under-
standing about the threat of losing the
mosque, saying the land is the airport’s
and the it has the right to ask that it be
removed. Knowing it can stay, though, is
a relief.

“It’s wonderful to have that,” said
Amadou Balde, also from Guinea. “It’s
good to have a place to worship because
we are commanded to do this, no matter
how.”
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Maybe we tend to think that the call
of God on our lives and saying “Yes” in-
volves just the big events. Maybe we are
thinking of Isaiah and the awesome
“Here am I, send me” response. Howev-
er, I believe that it is our “Yeses” to the
small ordinary things that can also
make a big difference in our relationship
to God, our spiritual growth, and the
building of his kingdom.

Weaver suggests that these impor-
tant little “Yeses” sometimes go unno-
ticed.

❚ Saying yes to inconvenience so

someone else might be blessed
❚ Saying yes to a backseat role

though we are qualified to drive
❚ Saying yes to doing the unseen, the

unnoticed, and the underappreciated
❚ Saying yes to overlooking faults

and inconsiderate slights
❚ Saying yes to patient listening

though there is much to do and more to
say

❚ Saying yes to chores others should
rightfully do

❚ Saying yes when we’d rather say
no.

These are just a few of the examples
in which we can say “Yes” to others as a
reflection of our continual “Yes” to God.
Our total commitment and surrender to
God’s call on our lives are the starting

places for a life filled with the giving up
of our self. Our fallen, “me first,” “all
about my needs” self is what God wants
to replace with his presence, his “self.”
He wants to change us into his image,
the way we were first created. When we
allow that to begin to happen inside of
our lives, it will become easier for us to
put God and others first.

When we put ourselves last, relation-
ships begin to flow more smoothly, we
find ourselves wanting more of what
God has to offer, and the trivial differ-
ences in our daily routines are no longer
as crucial as before. Eternal things begin
to separate themselves from the earthly
things as we focus on becoming more
and more like Jesus.

As we give up control of the non-es-

sential responses and relationships, we
begin to give God more and more of our-
selves. It becomes all about trust, trust
that God can do a much better job with
our lives than we can by ourselves. We
trust that God has plans for our present,
as well, as our future. And we know that
God can trust us to carry out the mun-
dane tasks and relationships with oth-
ers in a spirit of patience and love that
only comes from him.

In Luke 16:10 we find these words,
“Whoever can be trusted with very little
can also be trusted with much.”

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event”
to submit details.

May 4

“Paths of Awakening” workshop with
author/mythologist Michael Meade:
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Mills River. When
in touch with the soul’s mythic thread
we can find the arts and practices,
aims and meanings that allow our soul
to grow, our imagination to expand
and our spirit to awaken. $95. www.
mosaicvoices.org/shop/#!/Paths-
of-Awakening-Workshop-Asheville/p/
130429319/category=11856366.
Multicultural Celebration & Resource
Fair: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 6th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Cultural foods, fellowship, learn-
ing. Fellowship/snacks 8:30 a.m. Pres-
entations at 9 a.m. on DACA experi-
ence, immigration legal updates, com-
munity support initiatives for
immigrants. Bilingual speakers. Child
care and activities available. Free but
donations support DREAM Scholarship
Fund. Register at bit.ly/2019MultiCul-
turalCelebration or call 828-693-4890.

May 5

Emmanuel Lutheran Church worship
services: 8:30 a.m.-noon, Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, 51 Wilburn Place,
Asheville. Liturgical services at 8:30
and 11 a.m., Praise and Worship ser-
vice at 11 a.m. in gymnasium, Wednes-
day service at noon.
https://emmanuellutheran.info/.

May 15

Edward Espe Brown presents “The
Most Important Point” in conversa-
tion with Danny S. Parker: 6-7 p.m.,
Malaprop’s Bookstore/Cafe, 55 Hay-
wood St., Asheville. Free. Essays on
Zen, food, and life. Brown was one of
the first Westerners to be ordained a
priest by Shunryu Suzuki Roshi. mala-
props.com/event/edward-espe-
brown-presents-most-important-
point-conversation-danny-s-parker.

May 17

Sacred Current retreat: May 17-19,
Prama Institute, 182 Ananda Girisuta
Drive, Marshall. $175 by April 23 or
$200 after includes workshops, meals,
camping, and parking. Immersion and
transformation through Kundalini
Yoga. www.pramainstitute.org.
Shabbat Service: 7 p.m., Abiding Sav-
ior Lutheran Church, 801 Charlotte
Highway, Fairview.
www.jscasheville.org.

May 18

Jewish Secular Community of Ashe-
ville’s Scholar in Residence Weekend:
Ambrose West, 312 Haywood Road,
Asheville. Register by May 15 for May
18-19 sessions at Ambrose West. $35,
$25 JSCA members.
www.jscasheville.org/Special-Event.

May 19

“How Can A Capitalistic Democracy
Offer a Strong Social Safety Net?
Sweden: Myths and Realities”: Pre-
sented by Julie Snyder at meeting of
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville,
Friends Meeting House, 227 Edge-
wood Road. 828 687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.
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Before driving to East Asheville for a
conversation with Rev. Sara Wilcox at
Land of the Sky Church, someone sent
me a poem by Linda Hogan titled “The
Unseen.” It begins,

“If you think I’m going to write about
someone’s god

that’s a mistake. I am sitting by wild
strawberries

not yet blooming. An emerald-green
frog believes it can’t be seen

under the leaf. The insects it wants
sing, also unseen,

and mourning doves in the distance
think I am not here with a silent

song,
not even to interrupt morning’s eye

wide open.”
Talking with Sara, I sensed she

doesn’t want anyone to go unseen. Her
congregation is “not a place but a peo-
ple” who practice an “extravagant wel-
come.” As their website states, there is
“no formula as a test of faith.” Yet, for
Sara as a pastor, she understands that
“the work of a Christian life is transfor-
mation.” She doesn’t emphasize correct
beliefs or creeds, though it’s clear Land
of the Sky is rooted in the United
Church of Christ. Members don’t share
an exclusive faith, however. While “un-
apologetically followers of Jesus,” they
“embrace other faith traditions” and
there are “definitely atheists” who at-
tend. 

Sara believes that it is central to “cul-
tivate spirituality, like Jesus’ spiritual-
ity.” I had to ask what that meant. We
don’t often think of Jesus having a spir-
itual practice. As Sara explains, he had
his own Jewish practice while radically

transforming lives.
One parishioner, “KC,” entered the

conference room while we were talking.
She wanted me to know, “If you are
striving for the spiritual life, keeping
the main thing the main thing, finding
God in all things and all people, you
can’t go wrong with Sara Wilcox as your
pastor.” She and Sara both asserted a
foundational principle for their com-
munity: “Our lives are better ‘cause
we’re all together.” 

This last phrase echoed something
Sara told me. “An essential aspect of
this community is that folks can sit in
the pews next to others who don't nec-
essarily believe the same as they do, so
if you are still figuring things out, Land
of the Sky is a good place to be.” If one is
looking for a traditional service with
traditional (exclusive) language, Land
of the Sky wouldn’t be a good fit. But if a
person is community-centered with an
open mind, this church might feel right.

Sara grew up in the Church, but her
original intention was to become a pro-
fessor of political science. She felt a call
to ministry, attending seminary in Chi-
cago before leaving her Presbyterian
roots to join the UCC in part because
she found the UCC more accepting of
LGBTQ persons. This presents an inter-
esting parallel to the transformation of
the church property from its former
Presbyterian ownership to Land of the
Sky.

That early interest in education still
informs her work today (her husband
teaches at UNCA). With a commitment
to critical thinking, social involvement
and “finding a way around obstacles,”
she connects this to her faith in “trans-
formation”-encountering an obstacle
offers an opportunity to work through
it.

This creative view of obstacles con-
nects to the church’s decision to part-
ner with BeLoved Asheville in con-

structing a dozen tiny homes on church
property. With low rent and a coopera-
tive contract with residents this small
“village” aims for completion sometime
next year. This project attests to the
“extravagant welcome” the church be-
lieves carries out the “radical” nature of
Jesus’ message.

The UCC denomination was the first
to ordain African Americans, women
and an openly gay man. Sara describes
this history and the present reality here
in Asheville as a “commitment to peo-
ple finding community without feeling
isolated and alone.” People who have
felt “exiled” from the Church (or the
wider community) can have an experi-
ence of home. Sara says this is “the core
of who we are.”

I asked one of my favorite questions:
“What do you see as the future of the
church, the Church (universal), and
faith itself?” She replied very honestly,
“We don’t know.” The church will need
to do “more collaborating as people of
faith bring goodness” to the world. She
feels the Church must continue to
evolve and better present “a relevant
understanding of Christ.” Waving her
arms, she exclaimed, “We can’t ignore
all THIS [the world as it is].” Not only
are “all people the children of God” but
“community is the face of God.” And
lastly she said, “the properties of the
Church need to change,” to be altered
into more community-centered, collab-
orative spaces.”

With a smile and wink, I told Sara if
there had been a church like hers
around years ago I might not have left.
It can feel that way at Land of the Sky.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more
at chighland.com. 
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