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Flames and
smoke rise
from the blaze
at Notre Dame
Cathedral on
April 15.
THIERRY

MALLET/AP

The Notre-Dame de Paris had been damaged and changed many times since it

was begun in the mid-12th century. But the fire on April 15 might have been its

most catastrophic event. •  Located on the eastern end of the Ile-de-la-Cité,

an island on the Seine River, the site was a Christian church since the fourth

century. And for a long time, it remained a powerful symbol of church authority.

Even today, it is the seat of the archbishop of Paris. •  As a scholar of Gothic

architecture I have studied how this and other buildings were continuously

adapted to reflect changing architectural fashion and to enhance the spiritual

experience of the visitor.

Tradition of

RENEWAL
Notre Dame’s history includes nine
centuries of change and renovation

Maile Hutterer UNIVERSITY OF OREGON - THE CONVERSATION

See RENEWAL, Page 2D
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Living

In the 1840s a petite Quaker preacher
by the name of Lucretia Mott was stir-
ring things up. Not one for holding her
tongue, she spoke out for women’s
rights and the abolition of slavery. Ad-

dressing a convention of Unitarians in
Philadelphia in 1846, she confronted the
image-problem in religion – “God has
made man after his own image, and
man has made God after his image” –
while emphasizing “the importance of
free thinking and honest speech.” 

“Be not afraid of the reputation of In-
fidels.” She welcomed the label of here-
tic or infidel since, as she preached else-
where, “Jesus taught the heresy of [his]
age, and it was his opposition to the

cherished forms and creeds of that day
that constituted his greatest offence.”
She observed that it is now considered
heresy to do essentially the same thing
Jesus did: to confront the self-righteous
and comfortable, to challenge “cher-
ished forms and creeds.”

I was conscious of the radical wis-
dom of Lucretia Mott while sitting in a
service at the Haywood Street Congre-
gation in Asheville. I was welcomed by
“John” who sat on a table in the back of

the sanctuary. With a smile and hand-
shake, he invited me to a Bible study and
offered an order of service. Thanking
him, I found a seat at the end of a long
wooden pew. 

A middle-aged white man in a T-shirt
walked to the front and began to speak. I
wondered if that was planned. Appar-
ently it was. He welcomed us, leading
the congregation into the experience—

Is this what Jesus’ church might look like?
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 6D


