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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Dec. 1
Volunteer sign up for Christmas day Bounty of
Bethlehem dinner: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Immaculata Catho-
lic School, 711 N. Buncombe St., Hendersonville. Be it
plucking herbs, wrapping toys, decorating, or pack-
ing meals for the homebound there is something for
almost everyone. 828-702-1467.
“The Heart of Christmas” musical celebration: 7
p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville.
Pancake breakfast: 8-10 a.m., Fatz Cafe, Spartan
Drive, Asheville (off Smoky Park Highway). Fundrais-
er by local churches for Hominy Valley Crisis Ministry.
$10. 828-667-8467.
Launch party for children’s book “God’s Diner”: 3-5
p.m., Blue Ridge Books, 418 Hazelwood Road, Ashe-
ville. Rebecca Lile of Waynesville will read from and
discuss her book. Picture book to teach about God’s
inclusivity. 828-456-6000. 

Dec. 2
Area Community Chorus & UNC-A University Cho-
rale presents G.F. Handel’s “Messiah”: 4 p.m., First
Baptist Church, Main Street, Weaverville. Hosted by
Weaverville Music Study Club. By donation.
Beer and Christmas carol sing: 4-6 p.m., The Poe
House, downtown Hendersonville. Musicians from
Grace Lutheran Church will provide music and lead
the singing. 828-693-4890.
One Voice ladies ensemble: 6 p.m., Victory Baptist
Church, 80 Olivette Road, Asheville (Erwin Hills area).
Christmas carols by ensemble from Beverly Hills
Baptist. 

Dec. 6
Organ music for Advent: 12:15 p.m.-1 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Bring
your lunch for a time of fellowship following the
music.

Dec. 8
Christmas at The Cove with Aaron Shust: 7 p.m.,
Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. Dinner and concert.
www.thecove.org.
Holiday Cookie Sale: 2-4 p.m., First Congregational
United Church of Christ, 1735 Fifth Ave.W., Hen-
dersonville. Hundreds of home-made cookies, many
from heirloom recipes. Also fair-trade coffees, teas,
cocoa and candy. 828-692-8630 or
www.fcchendersonville.org.

Dec. 9
Free Planet Radio album release concert and sound
meditation: 4-6 p.m., Congregation Beth HaTephila,
43 Liberty St., Asheville. $20-$45. Immerse yourself
in an deep listening exploration of mystical and com-
pelling instrumental music performed by world-jazz
trio Free Planet Radio.
Lessons & Carols candlelight service: 5:30-7 p.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Modeled after famous service at King’s College in
Cambridge. Trinity Chancel Choir and Smokey Moun-
tain Brass Quintet. Free. Nursery care provided. Re-
ception following.
Women’s Christmas Luncheon with Carol Davis:
Noon-4 p.m., Billy Graham Training Center at The
Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville. Fellowship over
a meal, sing carols, and be inspired by “good tidings
of great joy” (Luke 2:10, NKJV). www.thecove.org.
Pianist John Neighbors: “A Musical Journey” Christ-
mas carol concert: 6 p.m., Victory Baptist Church, 80
Olivette Road, Asheville (Erwin Hills community). 

Dec. 10
SeniorSalt Carol Sing: 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road,
Asheville. Music and buffet luncheon.
www.thecove.org.

Dec. 12
Advent service: 7 p.m., First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Laurel Park, 1735 Fifth Ave.W.,
Hendersonville. “In the Stillness of Night,” a service
of contemplative worship. www.fcchendersonville-
.org or 828-692-8630.

Dec. 13
Christmas at The Cove with Phillips, Craig and
Dean: 7 p.m., Billy Graham Training Center at The
Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville. Dinner and
concert. www.thecove.org.
Organ music for Advent: 12:15 p.m.-1 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Bring
your lunch for a time of fellowship following the
music.

Dec. 16
Advent service: 10:30 a.m., First Congregational
United Church of Christ in Laurel Park, 1735 Fifth
Ave.W., Hendersonville. On Dec. 16 “Peace Like a
River” is offered by the choir, accompanied by in-
struments. www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-
8630.

Dec. 17
Christmas at The Cove with Charles Billingsley: 7
p.m., Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove, 1
Porters Cove Road, Asheville. Dinner and concert.
www.thecove.org.

Dec. 20
Organ music for Advent: 12:15 p.m.-1 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Bring
your lunch for a time of fellowship following the
music.
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Have you ever wondered why it is so hard some-
times to hear the truth, especially about ourselves, or
to tell the truth about our actions or words? Maybe a
lie is viewed as a temporary way to protect ourselves,
to not be seen by others in an unfavorable light or to
avoid embarrassment. But living in the shadow of un-
truth is just that, darkness that creates for us the illu-
sion of reality.

Nowhere in scripture do we find truth questioned
with such direct confrontation as the conversation
between Jesus and Pilate at Jesus’ trial. When Jesus
was asked to explain his actions, he responded, “You
say that I am a king. I was born and came into the
world for this reason: to testify to the truth. Whoever
accepts the truth listens to my voice.” 

Then Pilate asked one of the most important ques-
tions in all of life, a question that has eternal conse-
quences: “What is truth?” (John 18:33-40 CEB). And
after asking this life-changing question, Pilate didn’t
even wait for an answer.

We must remember that Pilate was a politician in-
terested only in power and control. He really did not
want to know truth, especially truth from this trouble
making Jew who called himself a king. 

By dismissing truth, Pilate became the founding
father of postmodernism. “Truth? What’s that? We all
have our personal opinions and preferences. Each of
us can create our own reality. But truth? I don’t think
so!”

I believe the Gospel of John was written in part to
answer this question: What is truth? In John’s Gospel,
we can uncover at least five truths about truth.

Jesus prays to God the Father in the High Priestly
Prayer on the night of his arrest, “Your word is truth”
(John17:17). From this prayer, we see that God’s words
are truth. God speaks through his son Jesus, the in-
carnate Word (John 1:14). The written words of scrip-
ture are God’s revealed word about humanity, the hu-
man condition and the way to salvation. These are
words sent to us and revealed by the Holy Spirit
through the life of Jesus.

In John 14:6, we hear Jesus proclaiming an exclu-
sive truth. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me” (CEB). This
statement has a way of offending some people be-
cause Jesus declares the exclusive truth, the only way
to God is through Jesus. No other way! If only he had
said, “I am only one way, one truth, one life, one of the
many ways,” it would have been so much easier. But
Jesus’ truth, by its very nature is exclusive. When we
humble ourselves and take the narrow path shown to
us by Jesus, we enter a reality where all truth is God’s.

Other religions may say, “I will show you the truth,”
or I will teach you the truth,” but it is Jesus who says, “I
am the truth” (John 14:6). Truth goes much deeper
than a set of rules, laws and propositions. We know
from scripture that truth is a divine person, Jesus.
And to know him is to know truth. The greatness of
living a faithful walk with Jesus is to not just know
about God, but to know him. To get to know him as we
would an intimate friend.

So now we may ask, “What does truth do in us and
for us?” I remember the times I did not tell the truth.
There was a heaviness in my heart and spirit. I was in
bondage until I came clean and faced the truth. Maybe
we sometimes are caught in the lies about God, lies
about how we are to live, lies about the future or what
our relationships with others should look like. We find
ourselves in the grip of untruths and doubts. Jesus
says, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free” (CEB). The truth will free us from the bur-
den of sin.

Jesus introduces the fifth truth when he speaks to
us and his disciples with these words: “When the
Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you in all truth.”
Jesus is talking about the indwelling of the Holy Spir-
it, whose purpose is to transform us into “lovers of
truth, seekers of truth, livers of truth, and teachers of
truth.” At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was set loose in
the world the complete the work of Jesus and to
spread the truth of holy living. Holiness of heart and
life is impossible without the filling of our hearts with
the Holy Spirit of Truth.

Let us all seek together to find and hold tightly to
the truth of the One who is Truth!

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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When my daughter was young we would read bed-
time stories. Nothing unusual about that. But when
your father is a minister and interfaith chaplain, you
might have to read a few of those “God Stories” now
and then. It’s not all bunnies, bears and ballerinas.

One storybook we used to read together was called
“The Treasure,” based on a Hasidic Jewish tale (see
Martin Buber, "Tales of the Hasidim").

It goes something like this: Rabbi Bunam told a sto-
ry ...

Rabbi Isaac lived many years in great poverty. He
had a dream that told him he should journey from Kra-
kow to Prague and search for a treasure under the
bridge leading into the palace. After the dream re-
turned three times, Isaac set out for Prague. 

He found the bridge guarded day and night, so he
was afraid to dig under it. He went back to the bridge
every morning and walked around it until evening. Fi-
nally the captain of the guard asked whether he was
looking for someone or something. Isaac told him the
dream he had in the faraway country. 

The captain broke out in laughter. "You wore out
your shoes to come here! If I had that dream, it would
have said I should go to Krakow and dig for a treasure
under the stove of a poor man named Isaac!" He
couldn't stop laughing. 

Isaac bowed to the captain, turned and made the
long journey home, dug up the treasure under his own
stove and built a school on the spot.

"Take this story to heart," Rabbi Bunam said.
"There is something you cannot find anywhere in the
world, even in the holy places, but there is, neverthe-
less, a place where you can find it.”

Like a good parable, this tale leaves you pondering,
wondering and maybe ready for bedtime and dream-
time.

Isaac was poor, living in a tiny hut with a small
stove to cook on and keep him warm. He dreamed of a
treasure, but what did he imagine? A treasure could
be a fortune, like winning the lottery, or a key to a new
house in the city, or it could be a book of tales to in-
spire and guide his life. 

Isaac was skeptical but finally decided these
dreams might be worth exploring. He made the jour-
ney, probably thinking he must be crazy. Afraid to dig
under the bridge he just kept walking around, uncer-
tain what to do.

Then the palace guard questions him and laughs at
the reply. In his amusement he awakens a wonderful
idea in the seeker. If he goes back home, to his familiar
poverty, he might find what he’s looking for right
where it’s always been, near at hand.

I’ve always enjoyed this story. It’s reminded me
many times in life that good things, good gifts, trea-
sures great and small, may be closer than I think.
When unsure of where to “dig” for valuable insights
and ideas or new paths or connections, I often find I
don’t need to look very far. I’ve simply overlooked the
most needful things right in front of me.

Some people of faith might be puzzled by Isaac’s
story. He didn’t ask for divine guidance and it doesn’t

say the dream came from an angel. If it was the voice
of God, why would he be sent on a difficult journey
just to be laughed at and sent home? Why would God
hide a treasure under a stove? If the whole point was
to build a school, why not just drop a bag of gold at the
front door?

We could consider a more secular interpretation:
The "treasure" is one's reason, one's integrity or hu-
manity. There is no specific place or special person
where this can be found. We may travel far and search
for years, but each person can find the "treasure" near
at hand, hidden or buried within one's own mind,
one's own "heart." 

The clue may be in Rabbi Bunam’s conclusion:
"There is something you cannot find anywhere in the
world, even in the holy places, but there is, neverthe-
less, a place where you can find it.”

There is something. We may be searching though
not even aware we are looking. Is it a person, a face, a
location, a place? Is the Rabbi talking about a “spiritu-
al truth”? If so, he says we won’t find that “even in the
holy places.” How can that be? Most of us have been
taught that sacred places are addresses for awe or
worship.

Yet “there is a place.” And there we can find a “trea-
sure.”

This season presents a good opportunity to search
near at hand. Tales of dreams and journeys may be
more than bedtime stories for children. Though they
can be precious as well.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teach-
er, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in
Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. His new
book, "A Freethinker's Gospel," is available from Pis-
gah Press.
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