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There is a story from the Old Testament that will
point to our belief that God is a healer and forgiver
who wants his people to be restored in his image. In
the book of Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, we find the story of a
letter written by the prophet Jeremiah to the exiled
Jews in Babylon.

Jeremiah’s letter reminds them that their captivity
would last for 70 years. They were there for the long
haul, but they were to make the best of it. Yet God
gives them hope, and while they are in exile they are to
pray for the ones who have enslaved them. The exile
of the Jewish people will be a test of their faith and an
affirmation that even in such unfavorable conditions,
God will not forget them.

The story can be divided into two parts: the Jewish
exile into Babylon, and God’s desire to bring them
back to the Promised Land; forgiving and healing, and
the promise of restoration.

Now we can lay the Jeremiah story beside another
story, found in Luke 17. Jesus physically heals 10 lep-
ers. As soon as they were healed, they left Jesus, their
leprosy gone. That is the first part of the story.

But we find that one of the lepers, a Gentile out-
sider, returned to give thanks and worship Jesus. That
is the second part of the story. The one who returned
received something even more powerful than phys-
ical healing. He received a second blessing — the gift
of salvation because of his faith in the one who had
healed him and his gratitude for new life. Again, we
see God busy healing, forgiving and restoring.

Maybe the lesson from the two stories is that Jesus
is a healer. He healed the Jewish people from their sin
and brought them to a safe place, even if it was Baby-
lon. Jesus also healed the lepers from their disease,
which is a symbol of their outward sins.

But Jesus is more than a healer. He can also be Lord
of our lives, Master, Teacher and Sanctifier. So, in our
first story God says to the Jewish people, “I have for-
given your past sins. I have healed your souls and
have given you an opportunity for a new life. Now, the
next step is up to you. Even though you are in a dark
place in your life, you can be an example, even to those
who oppose you. You can grow spiritually, you can be
a witness for me in your persecution, and you can
strengthen your faith and trust in me by praying for
those who are in opposition to you. I will bring you
back, a changed people.”

Can you hear God saying the same words to us to-

day? “You are forgiven, healed from your past. Now I
have much bigger things for you to do, and I want to
turn you into men, women, boys and girls whom you
never thought you could be. I want you to grow spiri-
tually, and in spite of your dark valleys, I will lead you
to a holy life, a completely changed person. I will give
you boldness and passion to be my witnesses”

And then, there is the second story — the story
about the 10 healed lepers. Can we find ourselves
somewhere? Jesus is saying to them and to us, “I for-
give you and heal you from the things you have done
— those selfish things that separated you from me,
but I want to do much more. I want you to come back
to me and ask for healing and cleansing from inside
sin. I want you to worship me and give yourselves to
me as the one Gentile did. I do not want you to be sat-
isfied with just part of your salvation. There is more,
much more and I want you to have full salvation.”

This is the goal of our new member class, called
“The Disciple’s Path.” Within this deep study written
by James Harnish, we find the purpose of shining
light on the faith walk of serious disciples. By opening
our hearts to what it means to be an intimate disciple
of Jesus, we begin to allow transformation of how we
live into God’s purpose of restoration.

Jesus has said a big “yes” to our forgiveness and
healing. He has said a big “yes” to his willingness to
change us into holy, completely surrendered people.
In so many ways, Jesus has said “yes” to us. He is
waiting for us to say “yes;” our “yes” to his eternal
“yes.”

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McConnell, as-
sistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Methodist
Church in Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Jesus says ‘yes’ to our healing,
but first we have to ask for it

Devotional
Tim McConnell
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This woodcut of Christ healing a leper from 1571 is
by an unidentified artist in the style of Jost Amman.
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When I loaded up my ’64 Dodge Dart ragtop and
drove to California for seminary from my home state
of Washington, I was warned to beware of “California
drivers” — lawless rogues who reign and rage over the
roads or carelessly careen their convertibles every-
where at any speed. 

I discovered that most of that was myth, though
the infamous “California stop” — sliding through
stop-signs — was something I learned to do quite
well. I became a California driver myself, but thank-
fully I’d learned some caution and courtesy in the
Northwest.

Driving across the country I haven’t noticed much
difference in the way people drive state by state.
There may be “American drivers,” but I’ve driven in
Canada, Scotland, France and Switzerland, so I don’t
think we can generalize too much. 

Drivers are people and people are either good or
bad drivers, wherever we go. It’s also true that people
can drive you crazy, and sometimes do.

Take crossing lines. Have you noticed how often
drivers cross the yellow lines as they drift into your
lane? I frequently have to swerve to avoid a scrape or
head-on. Have we become “Carolina drivers”?

When it comes to crossing lines of beliefs, heretics
are line-crossers. They can’t seem to stay within the
prescribed lanes, following the rules accepted by law-
abiding believers. And that can be dangerous.

Consider those ancient drivers of sheep, (some-
times talking) donkeys and (sometimes flying) chari-
ots — the Hebrew prophets. An odd bunch — always
pushing limits while jabbing at the rules and rulers. 

Think of the heroes of faith who’ve steered the
wheels of wisdom and tires of tradition: Moses and
Jesus, Buddha and Muhammad. Each a heretic pulled
over and charged as an infidel — a holy line-crosser.

Yet, don’t they all remind us to put on the brakes
and ask some important questions? Such as: Who
paints the lines? Who writes and enforces the rules?
Who teaches us how to drive (or live) safely? Who
says these are the only roads to travel?

The line-painters and rule-writers are the story-
tellers, the scripture writers and creed makers. And
when it comes to the “freeways,” of faith they almost
dare us to cause infractions, to infringe and “break the
terms” of agreements. This is a spark for the question:
What if we don’t agree with the agreements? 

Have you ever wondered who nailed up the very
first stop sign or hung the first traffic light? In discus-
sions of ethics I frequently draw attention to the fact
that someone somewhere chose to make a sign that
said “Stop” because, apparently, people did not know
or could not be responsible enough to stop their horse,

their wagon or Model T. 
Wouldn’t you think that a person with sense would

be aware when they came to a crossroad, to slow
down or stop? You would think. But apparently we
need signs, lights and lines to tell us to stop and go.
Maybe it’s just me, but I find that strange.

So, back to heretics. Those who “run by different
rules” are hard to control. Therefore our history con-
sists of the scattered wreckage of what we do with
those who don’t follow the rules. 

I am not an advocate of “doing your own thing”
when it comes to driving. I don’t think that a highway
or “freeway” is an invitation to freely choose to drive
any way we wish. We certainly need to follow agreed-
upon rules and laws of the road. 

But when it comes to the mind and choices of be-
lief, it seems we should have a clean windshield (clear
vision) and plenty of fuel (courage and strength) to
see our way to reasonable destinations.

We may need a rest stop to calm our heads, stretch
our legs and rest our eyes — breathe and consider the
journey. How so many millions can travel such great
distance without a wreck each mile is truly amazing.
Yet we do it. Somehow we do it. Enough of us drive
responsibly to keep most of us alive. That’s the good
news.

The bad news is that, when it comes to matters of
faith, millions do exactly what the signs and lines tell
them to do without ever asking why they do. (And
why are lanes so narrow?) Heretics ask, and may sig-
nal to exit. 

Fasten your seatbelt. This could get bumpy and a
bit scary. People are going to cross the lines to make
you think it’s “their” road. You need to pay attention
even when they don’t. Sometimes they’ll come up be-
hind you as if to say, “Move along! This is my road and
you have to go my speed.” 

Relax. Let them by. Take a different route. Choose
your own journey.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a
teacher, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live
in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com.

Driving lessons for heretics
Highland Views
Chris Highland 
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Sept. 2
Mountain Gospel Experience: 2-5 p.m., Colonial
Theatre, Park Street, Canton. Featuring Reggie Sa-
dler and others. Free admission.
www.cantonlaborday.com/.

Sept. 3
Guided Spiritual Retreat: Sept. 3-6, Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center, Haywood County.
Guided through group centering session, prayer
service and individual spiritual direction session,
while leaving ample time for personal reflection and
renewal. $297 includes two nights lodging.
www.lakejunaluska.com/retreats.

Sept. 6
Broyhill Home Western Area Conference: 4 p.m.,
Broyhill/Baptist Children’s Homes, Clyde. Cottage
tours, barbecue dinner, music, speakers. Free but
call 828-627-9254 to make reservation.
“Trauma, Stress, and Building Resiliency” work-
shop: 6 p.m., Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd, 22 Fisher Road, Brevard. Through community
connection and resiliency skills, including faith-
based practices, participants learn how to bounce
back faster and live a more meaningful life. Refresh-
ments served. Call 828-883-3680 if you need child
care. 

Sept. 8
Blessing of the Pets: 10-11 a.m., Mills River Presby-
terian Church front lawn. Celebrates the life of cur-
rent and former pets. A love offering will be col-
lected to benefit New Hope program at Blue Ridge
Humane Society. Dogs should be on leashes and cats
in crates.
Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festival: 1988 Jer-
icho Church Road, Mocksville. Featuring Alison
Brown, Asheville Bluegrass, Song of the Mountains
emcee Tim White, Troublesome Hollow, more. $15
advance, $20 at the gate, free age 12 and younger.
www.cbcbluegrass.com.

Sept. 9
Homecoming service: 11 a.m., West Canton Baptist
Church, 75 Lowe St., Canton (off Old Clyde Road).
Lunch follows service. Bring a dish to share. 828-
648-5561 or www.westcantonbaptist.org/.
Anniversary services: 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., WNC Bap-
tist Fellowship, 240 Haywood St., downtown Ashe-
ville. Guest speakers for Pastor’s Anniversary Cele-
bration Honoring Dr. L.C. Ray and First Lady Louise
Ray will be Rev. Odell Suber Sr., of New Vision Bap-
tist Church in Asheville, at 11 a.m. service, and Pastor
Antonio Logan, of Friendship Baptist Church in Hick-
ory, at 4 p.m. service.

Sept. 12
Big Daddy Weave: 7 p.m., West Asheville Baptist
Church, 926 Haywood Road. $20-$75. “Jesus I Be-
lieve Tour” with guest Brandon Heath.
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

Sept. 15
“Conscious Living Conscious Dying” conference:
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., The Cathedral of All Souls, 9
Swan St., Asheville. Information and resources to
explore traditional and alternative ways of approach-
ing the end of life. $25 or $40 for two people from a
family. Includes breakfast and lunch. Register by
Sept. 8. https://allsoulscathedral.org/
Home/LivingDying.

Sept. 30
Marriage Retreat: Sept. 30-Oct. 2, Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center, Haywood County.
Faith-based retreats teach couples to forge stronger
relationships through meaningful conversation. Cou-
ples receive lodging, meals, counseling sessions and
plenty of peace and quiet. $699. www.lakejunaluska.
com/marriage or 800-222-4930.
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