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We have begun a new sermon series
at our church around the life of the man
Moses. In my opinion, Moses was the
greatest of all the characters who are
found in the Old Testament. Clearly, he
is the most influential as he reflects and
embodies the life and the purpose of
Christ as a savior of the people.

Going back to Genesis 37, we find the
story of Joseph and the migration of the
Hebrew family to Egypt to avoid a fam-
ine that occurred in the land of Canaan.
A short summary of that migration in-
cludes Joseph being sold by his jealous
brothers into slavery in Egypt and Jo-
seph’s rise to power as a ruler of that
country — therefore, saving his family’s
life by bringing them to Egypt to live.

Then we follow the story into Exodus
1 when a Pharaoh who did not know Jo-
seph and his wonderful story came to
power and placed the now huge Hebrew
nation in slavery as a result of the Phar-
aoh’s fear of a rebellion. 

Exodus 2 relates the birth of Moses
and amazing story of how the baby Mo-
ses was placed in the river to escape

death, rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter
and raised in the Pharaoh’s palace.

One day, somehow realizing that he
was not Egyptian but Hebrew, Moses
became concerned about the condition
of his people. Walking among them one
day as they worked, he saw a Hebrew
slave being beaten by an Egyptian. Mo-
ses killed the Egyptian and was forced
to flee when the Pharaoh placed a price
on his head. Moses’s attempt and effort
to rescue his people by force had failed.

Have we ever seen a situation that
was unfair, in which we felt we must
straighten out immediately? Many
times our efforts fail because God is not
included in our efforts, he is not consult-
ed at all, his will not found out. Or may-
be it is just not his timing to act.

In Exodus 2, Moses fled to the Midian
desert, which is in the modern-day
countries of southern Jordan and north-
ern Saudi Arabia — quite a long distance

from Egypt, indicating the far-reaching
power of the Pharaoh and the fear Mo-
ses had of being captured. There, at age
40, he married an Midianite woman.

Moses tended his father-in-law’s
sheep for 40 years, contentedly raising
his family, apparently the slavery of his
people back in Egypt forgotten.

Could it be that God has given us a
concern, a vision, a project on which to
work but after trying to accomplish
things on our own, we give up? Have we
fled from the work he has given us and
pushed it into the background of our
lives? Has his call been lost in the efforts
of day-to-day living?

God has unusual ways to get our at-
tention and focus our energy back on
the job he intends for us. Sometimes he
uses sickness, accidents, deaths, births,
tragedies, spiritual reawakenings and
even events in nature to get our atten-
tion.

So in Exodus 3 God got Moses’s at-
tention with a bush in the desert that
was on fire but did not burn up. You can
imagine Moses’s surprise, even amaze-
ment, as he stood there in the desert
with his sheep, watching a bush burn
and never go out. God got his attention
in a very simple, basic yet awesome way.

Although Moses had apparently for-

gotten the slavery in Egypt, God had not.
God had also not forgotten that Moses
was still His choice to lead the people
out of bondage. God had heard the cry of
bondage and suffering from the Hebrew
people. God’s timetable was fulfilled
and He was now ready to deliver His
people.

God is still in the delivering business!
He is still in the hearing business! He
will not forsake us, He will answer us!

Maybe the lessons we can take away
from this part of the life of the man Mo-
ses are real to us today. God has plans
for bring salvation to his people and
uses ordinary men and women to carry
out his purposes if we are willing.

And if we run from God’s purpose for
our lives, or try to avoid being involved
in the larger picture of his vision, God
will pursue us. He will get our attention,
sometimes in the most unusual ways.
His love for us his people will never let
us go! He hears the cries of those op-
pressed, struggling, hurting and just
needy. He hears and he answers!

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Feb. 4

Mindfulness meditation: 10 a.m.-
noon Sundays, Asheville Shambhala
Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave.
Suite 113. Sitting and walking medita-
tion. Arrive and leave any time. Free but
donations appreciated. 828-200-5120 or
https://asheville.shambhala.org.

Compassion In Action drop-in medi-
tation series: 10:30-11:45 a.m. Sundays
to Feb. 11, Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Bud-
dhist Center, 1070 Tunnel Road, Building
2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10 per class or $50
for six-weeks. Led by Sharon Lovich. 

Feb. 6

Women’s Bible study-“Living the
Blessed Life” with Jane Derrick: 9:45-11
a.m. Tuesdays to Feb. 27, Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. 800-950-2092 or
www.thecove.org.

Women’s Bible study-“Live Bold”
with Kendra Graham: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays to Feb. 20, Billy Graham Train-
ing Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove
Road, Asheville. 800-950-2092 or
www.thecove.org.

Feb. 7

Kids For Christ after school program:
2:30-7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during
school year at First Baptist Church, 63 N.
Main St., Weaverville. Grades 1-6. Buses
run from Weaverville Primary and Ele-
mentary, and North Windy Ridge. Snack,
recreation, Bible study, choir, hand bells,
homework help. 828-645-6720.

Feb. 18

Celtic Choral Eucharist: 5:30-6:30
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Reception follows.
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While serving as a chaplain with the
“unhoused community,” we organized
the first interfaith prayer service in our
county north of San Francisco that
welcomed the homeless community,
which made sense since it was held in
the St. Vincent dePaul free dining
room, a hub for houseless folks.

As we were lining up speakers and
musicians, I called a local church pas-
tor to ask if he would like to join us and
offer a prayer. He told me he would
need to talk with his staff and get back
to me. 

A few days later he called to say “we
prayed about it and decided we could
not in good conscience pray with peo-
ple of other faiths.” I was disappointed
but thanked him for considering and
hung up the phone. I shook my head
and let it go. 

The evening of the gathering we had
a good crowd attending. There were
representatives from many traditions
and a nice mix of neighbors with and
without homes. We heard from a
Catholic priest, a Jewish rabbi, several
Protestant ministers and others.

Highlights included chants by a Na-
tive American elder and a Buddhist
priest and songs led by members of the
street community. It was one of the
most memorable services during my 10
years as chaplain and served as a mod-
el for other interreligious gatherings
over the years.

I often wonder why we don’t hear
about more of these kinds of gather-
ings that are welcoming to all folks. It
seems so natural and healthy for a
community to hold events that openly
invite and include a diversity of people
and viewpoints. In my opinion, this is
the only way forward — if we truly want

to move forward.
Through my wife Carol, I learned

that a group was meeting here in the
Asheville area to help plan a confer-
ence for March 1-4 at Lake Junaluska. 

I asked George Thompson, a retired
Methodist minister and chair of the ex-
ecutive committee, if he would de-
scribe the intent of the conference. He
said it’s “designed to attract people of
all faiths or no faith that have a heart
for building peace in their communi-
ties.”

“[The conference] is hosted by the
Lake Junaluska Assembly as a pro-
gram of the [regional] United Method-
ist Church. The committees that plan
and execute the event are composed of
persons from various Protestant de-
nominations and the three Abrahamic
faiths (Jewish, Islamic, and Chris-
tian).”

George told me that “this year’s
theme, ‘Meeting the Other: Can We
Talk?’ invites all participants to reach
out to those that are different from
one’s self, bridging divisions of misun-
derstanding, racial [tension], gender
bias, and generational divide.”

Keynote speakers will include Rabbi
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer, who has exten-
sive multifaith experience, the Rev. T.
Anthony Spearman, pastor of an Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
in Greensboro and current president of
the North Carolina NAACP, and Profes-
sor Juliane Hammer, an Islamic Stud-
ies scholar at UNC Chapel Hill. 

Rabbi Kreimer’s profile caught my
attention when I read she is leading a
current campus chaplaincy project in
Pennsylvania that includes chaplains
of five major faiths as well as human-
ists. 

The conference began about 10
years ago and grew out of a desire by
some residents at Lake Junaluska to
address major global issues such as
economic justice, healthcare, peace-
making and nonviolence.

“To involve the participation of
more diversity of age, ethnicity, faith
and gender” there will be a dialogue
session with the three keynote speak-
ers in the Humanities Lecture Hall at
UNC Asheville.

One evening performance will be by
Abraham Jam, a Muslim, Jewish and
Christian trio whose website states,
“harmony, where we sing different
notes that are beautiful together, is
even better than unity, where we all
sing the same note.”

The hope is that the gathering will
“model with civility and respect how to
communicate within a culture of con-
tentious diversity while upholding our
various core values and religious tradi-
tions.”

As Tammy McDowell, assistant di-
rector of programming at Lake Juna-
luska, says, “In these polarizing times,
it is exciting and hopeful to see a di-
verse group of people gathering togeth-
er to discuss their differences with love
and respect.”

Rabbi Phil Bentley, also on the com-
mittee, told me the goal is “to help peo-
ple learn how and why to reach out to
people who we might consider ‘other.’”
He says that early youthful experienc-
es between Jews and Christians led
him to be “involved in interfaith activ-
ities and councils everywhere I lived
and worked throughout my life.”

It’s encouraging to hear this confer-
ence seeks to move communities for-
ward along a progression in religion I
call the “Three C’s”: from Competitive
to Comparative to Cooperative. 

For more information, visit
lakejunaluska.com/peace or call 800-
222-4930.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, free-thinker and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Pres-
byterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com

Is harmony better than unity?
Highland Views
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Email information about faith-based
events at least two weeks in advance to
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-
times.com and Carole Terrell at cter-
rell@citizen-times.com.

Religion Notes to end

This weekly roundup of religious
news will end after Feb. 24. The Religion
Calendar will continue to appear each
Saturday. To have events included in the
Religion Calendar, please visit
events.citizen-times.com, click on
“+Add your event” and fill out the event
form, making sure to select “Religion &
Spirituality” as one of your categories.

You will need to have or create an
“eventful” account, which is free, to in-
put your event. If you have questions,
call Carole Terrell, Monday-Wednesday,
at 828-232-5912.

Churches host music around WNC

Check out these upcoming musical
performances at WNC churches:

❚ The choirs from East Tennessee
State University will present a concert
at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 2 at Brevard-Davidson
River Presbyterian Church, 249 E. Main
St., Brevard. 828-884-2645.

❚ “Mozart to ‘My Fair Lady’,” 3:30
p.m. Feb. 4, St. John in the Wilderness
Episcopal Church, 1905 Greenville High-
way, Flat Rock, celebrating the church’s
new Parish Hall and Yamaha grand pi-
ano, with St. John director of music De-
witt Tipton, members of the Hender-
sonville Symphony Orchestra, the
church choir and professional singers.

❚ Interfaith Evening of Song and
Story will be 6-8 p.m. Feb. 6 at Jubilee!
Community Church, 46 Wall St., cele-
brating the songs and stories of various
faith traditions, followed by refresh-
ments and conversation.

❚ Choral Evensong for Epiphany
will be at 5 p.m. Feb. 11 at St. James Epis-
copal Church, 766 N. Main St., Hender-
sonville. 828-694-6925.

‘Jesus for Today’ presented

HENDERSONVILLE - First United
Methodist Church will host the program

“Jesus for Today” with speaker Bishop
William H. Willimon from 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Feb. 3 in the church’s Barber Chris-
tian Life Center, 204 Sixth Ave. W.

Bishop Willimon will also preach at
FUMC on Feb. 4 at all three services.

Willimon is a professor of theology at
Duke University Divinity School, a re-
tired bishop in the United Methodist
Church and author of more than 60
books on Christianity. $10 fee includes
lunch and will be collected at the door.

NAMI meets at FCUCC

HENDERSONVILLE — Here’s some
of what’s going on at First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W. To learn more, visit
fcchendersonville.org or call 828-692-
8630:

❚ A NAMI Connection meeting is
held 6:30-8 p.m. the second Thursday of
each month. The next meeting is Feb. 8.
This is a free support group for adults
living with mental illness, led by trained
facilitators.

❚ Adult Forums: Meet from 9-10:15
a.m. Sundays in the Felix Building. 

Healing prayer at Grace Lutheran

HENDERSONVILLE — Here’s some
of what’s going on at Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W. To learn
more about these events, call the church
at 828-693-4890 or visit GraceHender-
sonville.com:

❚ Healing prayer time, 1-2 p.m. the
second Friday of every month. Next
meeting is Feb. 9. Arrive by 1:30 p.m.;
stay at least 30 minutes. Prayers will be
offered up for those attending, whether
for physical, emotional or spiritual heal-
ing. Nondenominational; everyone is
welcome.

❚ Grief Rite Bible Study, a six-week
course for those who are grieving or
their supporters, will meet 10 a.m.-noon
Wednesdays, Feb. 21-March 28, led by
Rev. Ken Langsdorf and Sue Cobb. $8 for
materials. Register by Feb. 7 at
bit.ly/GriefRiteBibleStudy.

❚ YOUnique workshop, 9:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. March 10, will encourage
happier, healthier people. Free, and in-
cludes lunch. Register by March 5 at
bit.ly/YOUnique310 or call Karen-Eve
Pfotzer at 828-388-0247, ext. 316.
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