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home + garden products + services

CARBONMONOXIDE
D E T EC TOR S

DON’T FORGET
To Change the Batteries In Your
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SHADES & LAMPS OF FLETCHER
3907 Hendersonville Road • 687-1605

Mon - Sat 10-5

Floor Lamps
Table Lamps

Reading Lamps
Wall Lamps
Drum Shades
Lamp Repair

Bring your lamp for perfect shade fit.

AN-0100861464

REPLACEMENT
SHADES

More Than Any Other
Store In Charlotte

This week we will complete our intro-
ductory discussion of these thought-
provoking questions posed by John
Wesley for the early followers of Meth-
odism. They deserve daily considera-
tion for us modern disciples of Jesus as
we seek an intimate relationship with
him.

These last seven questions focus our
attention outward, away from our-
selves, and toward others. After all, Je-
sus did say to love your neighbor as
much as you love yourself.

Chris Folmsbee puts it this way in his
book, “The Wesley Challenge”: “Authen-
tic followers of Jesus know that to ne-
glect or mistreat others is to neglect and
mistreat Jesus … Jesus teaches us that
we way we treat others is a direct reflec-
tion on our love for him. Deeply commit-
ted Christians — those who live with a
total love for God and others — must pay
close attention to how we think about
and interact with others.”

The questions are:
❚ “Do I thank God that I am not like

others?” If we thank God
that we are better off than
others in whatever way,
like the story Jesus tells in
Luke 18, we falsely com-
pare ourselves to another
person, and this can create
a false reality and identity
for us. Folmsbee writes,
“God doesn’t desire for us
to be better than another.”
He wants us “to become
the best possible individ-
ual we’ve been created to
be.”

❚ “Am I consciously or
unconsciously creating
the impression that I am
better than I am? Other
words, am I a hypocrite?”
This is a hard question, but I believe
Wesley asked this for a good reason.
“Faking it — pretending to be better than
we are or someone we are not — actually
keeps us from knowing who we are and
how we are doing … freezing our
growth.” We are not to cover up or pam-
per our flaws and imperfections creat-
ing a false image. God can take who we
are and sanctify us into his image.

❚ “Do I confidentially pass on to
others what was told to me in confi-

dence?” Folmsbee states,
“When we as Christians
cannot keep secrets or hold
confidential matters pri-
vate, we sabotage the very
sense of community Jesus
came to create.” Breaking
trust breaks our character,
and this damages our
chances to reflect the char-
acter of Jesus by the way we
live. “We are to live like
Christ, and to live like
Christ is to be a person with
character.”

❚ “Am I jealous, im-
pure, critical, irritable,
touchy, or distrustful?”
These emotional tenden-
cies can be found in most of

us. The good news is that by God’s grace
and our total surrender to him, these
“tempers,” as Wesley referred to them,
can be removed. This is what is meant
by sanctification, the pruning away of
undesirable traits. When these tenden-
cies are seen in our treatment of others,
they can spread and infect others and
our relationships.

❚ “Am I honest in all my actions and
words, or do I exaggerate?” “Some-
times we lie. Sometimes we exaggerate.

Sometimes we pretend we are more im-
portant than we really are. We want to
be liked so we add on or take away from
the truth so that we can be seen in a
more positive light.” Instead, “Be con-
tent, be grateful, be you. Live inspired
by your heavenly worth.” With guidance
by the Holy Spirit, we can be the one
God created us to be.

❚ “Is there anyone whom I fear, dis-
like, disown, criticize, hold resent-
ment toward, or disregard?” Folmsbee
writes, “We cannot fully live the Chris-
tian life, as Jesus meant us to, until we
are at peace not only with God and our-
selves, but also with others.” It is so easy
to push people away and keep a safe
space between us and them. Maybe we
think we are better than them, or maybe
we just don’t like their personality.
Many times, we avoid others because
we think they have wronged us. “Jesus
wants us to be reconciled… experienc-
ing the peace of God in all areas of life …
regard all people with love.” This is the
challenge of being Christ-like.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

How well do you relate to others?
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Columnist

Chris Folmsbee’s
“Wesley Challenge” is
available as a book,
an ebook and a DVD.
COURTESY OF ABINGDON
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Jan. 28

“At The River: Presbyterian Ministers
During the Civil Rights Movement in the
Deep South”: 2 p.m., White Horse, 105C
Montreat Road, Black Mountain. By do-
nation. www.whitehorse blackmountain.
com. 

Mindfulness meditation: 10 a.m.-
noon Sundays, Asheville Shambhala
Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave.
Suite 113. Sitting and walking medita-
tion. Arrive and leave any time. Free but
donations appreciated. 828-200-5120 or
https://asheville.shambhala.org.

Compassion In Action drop-in medi-
tation series: 10:30-11:45 a.m. Sundays
to Feb. 11, Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Bud-
dhist Center, 1070 Tunnel Road, Building
2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10 per class or $50
for six-weeks. Led by Sharon Lovich. 

Jan. 30

Women’s Bible study-“Living the
Blessed Life” with Jane Derrick: 9:45-11
a.m. Tuesdays to Feb. 27, Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. 800-950-2092 or
www.thecove.org.

Women’s Bible study-“Live Bold”
with Kendra Graham: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays to Feb. 20, Billy Graham Train-
ing Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove
Road, Asheville. 800-950-2092 or
www.thecove.org.

Jan. 31

Kids For Christ after school program:
2:30-7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during
school year at First Baptist Church, 63 N.
Main St., Weaverville. Grades 1-6. Buses
run from Weaverville Primary and Ele-
mentary, and North Windy Ridge. Snack,
recreation, Bible study, choir, hand bells,
homework help. 828-645-6720.

RELIGION EVENTS

A textbook used by some private re-
ligious schools across the country tells
young minds that “evolution is untrue
Scripturally, but it does not even make
good science.”

I guess when you capitalize Scrip-
ture and keep science lowercase, that
should be a clue to the educational in-
tent.

Did you know that Abraham Lincoln
and Charles Darwin were born on the
same day — Feb. 12, 1809? That’s trivia,
but it’s not trivial that Darwin left an
interesting legacy beyond his explana-
tion for the origin and development of
life on earth.

After hearing Jim Costa read from
his book, “Darwin’s Backyard,” in a lo-
cal bookstore, I asked Jim, who teaches
biology at Western Carolina University,
to discuss his views on science, religion
and Darwin.

He sees the enthusiasm of students
every day in class and in the field. “The
imagination can be seized by different
experiences.” He finds enjoyment in
observing the “wow moment” when a
student sees something, even a tiny in-
sect, “in a wholly new light.”

There can be endless “wow mo-
ments” in our own near environment —
in our own backyard, as Jim puts it. 

What about Charles Darwin (1809-
1882) and faith? It is debatable what
Darwin ultimately believed, but as Jim
explains, “in any case it is clear that he
rejected the idea of a personal god that
plays an active role in [our world] … He
may have retained something of a de-
istic sense, but certainly rejected con-
ventional religion.”

I suppose this is one reason we don’t
see Darwin honored in stained-glass
too much (except Christ College, Cam-

bridge and Fountain Street Church in
Grand Rapids, Michigan).

Jim makes one particular statement
that captures my attention: “There is
an irony in the fact that after his epic
worldwide voyage on HMS Beagle
[1831-1836], Darwin basically never left
home again.” Remarkable. Charles was
only 22 when he boarded the Beagle.
He could have studied medicine or the-
ology, but instead he chose to explore,
to investigate, to make a career out of
“wow moments” and new light.

Back home in England, Darwin
brought the insights of his voyage di-
rectly to his domestic world and “de-
rived universal truths from his back-
yard experiments” (the focus of Costa’s
book). In fact, “He was a lifelong ‘ex-
perimentiser,’ to use his term, and [of-
ten enlisted] the assistance of his kids,
his wife Emma, friends and other rela-
tives.” 

He tested whether seeds can sur-
vive in salt water and delved into the
lives of plants, bees and even earth-
worms. He had a delightfully insatiable
curiosity.

Darwin’s curiosity has “evolved”
with the wise skepticism of contempo-
rary science. It seems to me the consis-
tent discomfort between scientists and
religionists can be traced to how curi-
ous and open to discovery a person can
be.

Since science and religion both
seem embedded in the human species,
I wondered if Jim sees any way for
these divergent worldviews to coexist. 

“Given the tremendous spectrum of
religious belief I daresay most people
of faith do find compatibility, common
ground [between faith and science].”
He recognizes there are many scien-
tists who are people of faith, yet there
is a “fundamental incompatibility”
with scriptural literalism, which “can-
not be reconciled with any scientific
understanding of the natural world.”

As he describes it, the scientific

method “is the only reliable method we
have so far for figuring out truths of the
natural world.” He agrees there are
“mysteries” to explore but the study of
science offers the most cogent expla-
nations.

What do we say to those who view
science as a threat to their spirituality?
Jim responds:

“These anti-science voices still con-
stitute a vocal minority, and I would
urge the silent majority to counter
these voices.” He decries the “willful ig-
norance” of some who selectively re-
ject the advancements of science
(medicine, technology, etc.).

Science isn’t foolproof or final, but
its self-critical nature is the best tool
we have for understanding this amaz-
ing world.

“Darwin’s working method teaches
us how to look at the natural world with
new eyes,” Jim says. “In my book I hope
I succeed in inspiring readers to reflect
on that, how to think like a scientist,
and even to try their hand at repeating
Darwin’s experiments.” 

This sounds like a timely invitation
for a healthy, hands-on practice of
searching, whether a person lives by
biology, belief or both. 

Jim is also the executive director of
the Highlands Biological Station in
Highlands. The station encourages re-
search and education for all ages
through its nature center, botanical
gardens and outreach programs. A
good reminder that balanced educa-
tion is available not only in Darwin’s
backyard or on worldwide voyages, but
in our own backyard, with Nature itself
as the primary teacher.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, free-thinker and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Pres-
byterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com

Darwin and the biology of faith
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Columnist


